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Disclaimer

Australian Rail Track Corporation has used its best endeavors to ensure that the content,
layout and text of this document is accurate, complete and suitable for its stated purpose.
It makes no warranties, express or implied, that compliance with the contents of this
document shall be sufficient to ensure safe systems of work or operation. Australian Rail
Track Corporation will not be liable to pay compensation in respect of the content or
subsequent use of this document for any other purpose than its stated purpose or for any
purpose other than that for which it was prepared except where it can be shown to have
acted in bad faith or there has been willful default.

Document Approval

The technical content of this document has been approved by the relevant ARTC
engineering authority and has also been endorsed by the ARTC Safety Committee.

Document Supply and Control

The Primary Version of this document is the electronic version that is available and
accessible on the Australian Rail Track Corporation Internet and Intranet website.

It is the document user’s sole responsibility to ensure that copies are checked for currency
against the Primary Version prior to its use.

Copyright

The information in this document is Copyright protected. Apart from the reproduction
without alteration of this document for personal use, non-profit purposes or for any fair
dealing as permitted under the Copyright Act 1968, no part of this document may be
reproduced, altered, stored or transmitted by any person without the prior written consent
of ARTC.
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About This Standard
This Standard defines the procedures and actions to be taken with
regards to signalling apparatus that is seldom used.
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Document History
Primary Source –RIC Standard SC 00 52 00 07 SI Version 2.0

List of Amendments –

ISSUE DATE CLAUSE DESCRIPTION
1.1 01/09/2004  Reformatting to ARTC Standard
1.2 14/03/2005 Disclaimer Minor editorial change
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1 General

Signalling apparatus which is not used very often or never used owing to a change in traffic
conditions shall be maintained as if it were in regular use, unless special instructions are
issued to the contrary by the ARTC General Manager ISP or nominated Signalling
representative.

1.1 Closed Signalboxes

Where signalling equipment is worked from a signal box which only opens occasionally, the
apparatus shall be specially overhauled upon notice being given that the box is to be brought
into use.

1.2 Cross Overs - Seldom Used

At certain nominated places, crossovers, which are seldom used, shall be booked out of order,
electrically or mechanically disconnected, and clipped, XL locked and spiked in the normal
position and the signals, reading through the points reverse, shall be disconnected.

Before a train is allowed to pass over the crossover the signalling maintainer shall be present to
insert the relevant fuses to permit operation of the points as requested.

The signals reading through the points reverse shall not be re-connected until adequate
shunting of the track is established.

Where the points are being operated manually all signals reading over them shall be
disconnected and booked out of use.

Such crossovers are listed at the Signal Box concerned.

1.3 Crossovers - for Out of Course Working

Some crossovers are provided for out-of-course working. To ensure their readiness and to
maintain reliable operation of the track circuit over the points reverse, sufficient trains shall be
timetabled through the crossover to clean the rail surfaces. Signal maintainers shall check that
the rail surfaces on these crossovers are effectively kept clean enough to maintain train shunt of
the points track circuits involved.

1.4 Emergency Crossovers operated by adjacent ground frames.

Each end of Emergency Crossovers operated by ground frames shall be kept clipped and XL
locked in the normal position.
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Signal maintainers are to examine the points each rostered maintenance visit, checking among
others things that:-

 the releasing arrangements are locked,

 there is no damage to any of the equipment or rodding,

 the point clips and XL locks are securely fitted,

 the points F.P.L.'s are securely plunged,

 the switch is securely against the stock rail,

 the detection is in its proper position,

 there is no evidence of excessive movement or wear of the channel iron route

 there is no evidence of excessive movement or wear of the per-way at the
points

 parallel bonds, including the hypalon insulation, the termination to rail and
the clips holding the bonds or conduit to sleepers are all in good condition
and secure. Where parallel bonds are not visible over their entire length, the
continuity of the bonds is to be tested using a suitable tong ammeter.

Signal maintainers are to have the clips and XL locks removed by a Train Control employee,
examine the points under operation, and test the facing point lock and detector at the intervals
prescribed in SMP 17 or the approved Technical Maintenance Plan (TMP) or Tailored
Technical Maintenance Plan (TTMP).


