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Signal
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reported
by ICC

S omething new has been added to
the Bureau of Safety’s annual
report for the year ended June 30,
1964. Specifically, the ICC’s Section
of Railroad Safety report has in-
cluded tables on methods of train
operation, number and kinds of in-
terlockings, and miles of road and
track and units of rolling stock
equipped with ATS, ATC and/or
ACS. Formerly, this material was
published in a separate report.
When reporting on applications
for approval of modifications of block
signals and interlockings, the Bureau
report noted that “public hearings
were held on 24 applications. . . .
Public hearings were held on four

_applications for relief from the re-

quirements of the rules, standards
and instruction.”

Continuing, the report stated:
“During the year four petitions were
filed for relief from the requirements
of section 136.587 of the rules, stand-
ards and instructions, and three pe-
titions were filed seeking relief from
the Commission’s order No. 13413
At the beginning of the year, two
petitions were pending; eight were
acted on during the year; and at
the close of the year one petition was
pending.”

Regarding inspections of signal
systems, the report noted: “These in-
spections have resulted in bringing
to the attention of the railroad man-
agements, for necessary corrective
action, a number of unsatisfactory
maintenance conditions which have
been found to exist. The 4,879 sys-
tems inspected during the year is an
increase of 634 systems inspected
over the previous year.

“In the year ended June 30, 1964,
28 complaints were received in con-
nection with alleged violations of
the rules, standards and instructions.
At the beginning of the year, action
was pending on four complaints pre-
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viously filed. During the year in-
vestigations were completed on 26
and action was pending on 6 at the
end of the year.”

The table at the top of this page
has been compiled from Bureau of
Safety reports of previous years. For
those who do not have this year’s re-
port, the following may be of in-
terest: Number and kinds of inter-
lockings in service as of Jan. 1, 1964
includes 844 automatic interlockings,
765 electric plants, 167 electro-me-
chanical, 323 electro-pneumatic, and
551 mechanical plants. Of the re-
motely controlled type, there are 832
electric plants and 116 electro-pneu-
matic. The total number of interlock-
ings is 3,598. Traffic controlled points
are listed as follows: 8,578 elec-
tric and 339 electro-pneumatic. RS&C

Signal Failures as of June 30—

1964 1963 1962 1961 1960
False restrictive failures 28,456 27,173 27,047 23,884 25,625
False proceed failures 58 65 65 56 73
Potential false proceed conditions 9 14 3 7 1
Signal Installations as of January 1—

Track miles of train operation by
signal indication without train orders 40,670 39,918 38,264 35,997 34,009
Track miles of automatic
block signaling 106,022 106,695 107,562 108,587 109,133
Traffic control points 8917 8,731 8,432 7,854 7,357
Number of interlockings 3,598 3,776 3,939 4,028 4,089
Automatic train stop

Miles of track 13,334 13,445 14,345 14,664 14,712

Rolling stock equipped 4,675 4,802 4,750 5,036 5,007
Automatic train control

Miles of track 1,934 1,937 1,945 1,933 1,933

Rolling stock equipped 1,064 1,002 1,128 858 859
Automatic cab signaling

Miles of track 8,207 8,493 8,222 8,311 8,353

Rolling stock equipped 3,648 3,588 3,556 3,430 3,413

Causes of false-proceed failures reported by carriers for year ended June 30, 1964

Causes of potential false-proceed conditions reported by carriers for the year ended June 30, 1964
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