Decrease in Signal Failures

IN THE FISCAL YEAR ending
June 30, 1958, there were 25,299 re-
strictive signal failures, a reduction
from 28,065 for the previous year. A
total of 72 false proceed failures oc-
curred, compared to 74 the year pre-
vious, and there were 16 potential
false proceed conditions, an increase
of four over the previous year.

Investigation of Accidents

Of the collisions investigated, 24
occurred on lines operated by the
block system, 7 on lines operated by
timetable and train-order system and
6 in locations where yard and miscel-
laneous operating rules were in ef-
fect, as shown in the following
statement:

Of the 37 collisions investigated, 7
involved track motorcars; 11, failure
to obey signal indications; 4, failure
properly to control speed within
yard ' limits; 8, motor vehicles at
grade crossing; 1, failure to provide
adequate protection for preceding
train; 1, switch being opened in front
of approaching train; 2, cars moving
out of control on grade; 1, failure to
deliver a train order; 1, failure to is-
sue a train order; and 1, locomotive
and cars occupying track without
authority.

During the calendar year 1957,
there were 3,569 accidents at high-
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way grade crossings which resulted
in the death of 1,371 persons and in-
jury of 3,767 persons. Motor vehicles
were involved in 3,283 of these acci-
dents, in which 1,217 persons were
killed and 38,6183 injured. There were
58 derailments of trains at highway
crossings involving motor vehicles,
which caused the death of 32 per-
sons and the injury of 58 persons.
Casualties to persons on trains result-
ing from derailments and other train
accidents at highway crossings con-
sisted of 11 killed and 146 injured.

During the year, 255 applications
for approval of modifications of
block-signal systems and interlock-
ings were filed by the carriers. At the
beginning of the year action was
pending on 25 applications pre-
viously filed. During the year, 217
applications were acted upon, 2 ap-
plications were withdrawn, and at
the close of the year action was
pending on 61 applications. Public
hearings were held on 14 applica-
tions.

Report for 1958

The Bureau of Safety and Service of
the Interstate Commerce Commission
has issued a report for the fiscal year
ended June 30, 1958. This report, ab-

stracted herewith, includes tables and
explanations pertinent to the results of
inspections of railroad safety appli-
ances; investigation of railroad acci-
dents; signal, interlocking, automatic
train stop, train control and cab signal
installations; train communication sys-
tems; highway grade crossing acci-
dents; and other Bureau of Safety and
Service activities. The report is avail-
able from the Superintendent of Docu-
ments, U. S. Government Printing Of-
fice, Washington 25, D. C.

Communications Systems

According to reports submitted by
the carriers, as of January 1, 1958, train
communication systems were in service
for operation over a total of 108,584
miles of road on the line of 98 railroads.
In addition to radio and inductive in-
stallations, these systems included end-
to-end communication installations em-
ploying physical wire connections
through the train, and installations pro-
viding radiotelephone service through
commercial telephone company radio
facilities, operating over 5,580 miles of
road.

Considering only radio and inductive
system used in connection with railroad
operation, such systems were in service
on 103,004 miles of road on 97 rail-
roads. This compares with radio and
inductive communication systems in
service on 89,927 miles of road on 89
railroads, as of January 1, 1957.
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False restrictive failures of signals, interlockings, etc., for year ending June 30, 1958
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Causes of false proceed failures for year ending June 30, 1958
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