December, 1938

Grade Signal Markers

“At permissive automatic block sig-
nals on your road equipped with
‘grade-signal’  wmarkers, permitting
trains to pass such signals at restricted
speed without stopping when the sig-
nal displays its most restrictive aspect,
does this rule concerming the elimina-
tion of the stop apply to passenger
trains as well as to freight trains?”

Only Freight

L. H. PaTrIiCcK

Signal Maintainer, B. & O,,
Seymour, Ind.

Permissive automatic signals
equipped with grade markers on the
Baltimore & Ohio permit tonnage
freight trains only to pass a stop-
and-proceed signal having a circular
disk bearing the letter “P” attached,
at a speed not exceeding 15 m.p.h.,
expecting to find a train in the block,
broken rail, obstruction or a switch
not properly set. The letter “P” has
no significance except in combina-
tion with a stop-and-proceed indica-
tion. The tonnage freight train is
defined as one having 80 per cent or
more of the authorized slow freight
engine rating, or having in excess of
90 cars including the caboose.

Grade Signals for Freight
Trains

W. M. Post

Signal Engineer, Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia, Pa.

Grade signals on the Pennsylvania
are used in automatic block systems
on grades only when approved by the
general manager. The signals are
marked by a letter “G” on a yellow
circular disk.

The indication for a grade signal is
Rule 277—“For tonnage freight
trains, proceed not exceeding 15 m.
p. h., expecting to find a train in the
block, a broken rail, an obstruction or
a switch not properly set. For other
trains, stop then proceed in accord-
ance with Rule 509 or 559.”

Tonnage trains are defined in the
time table instructions as follows:

“A tonnage freight train as re-
ferred to in Rule 277, is a train hav-
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ing 80 per cent or more of the author-
ized slow freight engine rating or hay-
ing in excess of 90 cars, including
cabin car. ) )

“Before entering territory where
grade signals are in use, the conductor
must notify the engineman of author-
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ized slow freight engine rating for
that trip, exact tonnage or number of
cars in train and changes due to set-
ting off or picking up cars.”

(‘For other answers on this subject
see the November, 1938, issue, page
649.)




