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—_ vantages over the scraping method
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Cleaning Mechanical
Locking Bars

By Franklin George

Signal Wireman, Canadian Pacific,
‘Weston, Ont.

Any oNE who has had the job of
cleaning the locking bars, dogs and
fittings of an interlocking machine
which has collected a hardened crust
of old oil and dust over a period of
years, appreciates the difficulty of the
task. Not long ago, when I was clean-
ing a locking bed, I used oil, gasoline
and turpentine in an effort to loosen
the dirt, finally having to resort to the
tedious method of scraping the in-
dividual pieces in order to get them
clean. However, after someone sug-
gested using paint remover, we dis-
covered that this is the quickest and
easiest method.

When paint remover is used for
this purpose it should be heated
slightly, so as to cause it to liquefy,
and then applied with an ordinary
paint brush. After allowing it to
stand for a very few minutes, it
should be wiped off with a cloth or
waste, and the locking will be ef-
fectively cleaned. The paint remover
must be thoroughly wiped off, be-
cause it will cause corrosion if allowed
to remain on the locking for any
appreciable length of time. After
being wiped dry, the locking should
be wiped with a cloth that has been
saturated with signal oil of a suitable
grade.

This method of cleaning locking is
thorough and easy. The principal ad-



