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Back Locks on
Approach Signals

“Do you require back locks on ap-
proach signals at mechanical inter-
lockings? Would the type of signal
or use of derails change your re-
quirements regarding back locks?”

Required on Power Signals

W. N. Hartman

Assistant Signal Engineer, Chesapeake &
Ohio, Richmond, Va.

Back locks, otherwise known as sig-
nal indication locks, are not required
on mechanically-operated (wire
pulled) approach signals at mechan-
ical interlockings. This type of ap-
proach signal having proved unsatis-
factory, however, has for many years
been considered obsolete, and power-
operated semaphores or light signals
are now quite generally used for ap-
proach signals at mechanical inter-
lockings.

When the approach signals are of
the power-operated semaphore or light
type, back locks are required regard-
less of the type of home interlocking
signals employed and regardless of
whether derails are psed.



