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Night Check of
Signal Lights

“Who i your organization makes
a night check of signal lights by rid-
mg a locomotive, and how often is
this done?”

Supervisor Makes Monthly
Inspection

H. G. Morgan

Signal Engineer, Illinois Central
Chicago

On the Illinois Central the super-
visor of signals makes a night check
of the semaphore signal lights by rid-
ing a locomotive once each month.

Night Checking Unnecessary with
Color-light Signals

F. H. Bagley

Signal Engineer, Seaboard Air Line
Norfolk, Va.

As all of our signals are of the
color-light type, it is not necessary to
ride a locomotive at night to check
the indication. We have found a day-
light check to be sufficient. Qur in-
spections are not made periodically.

RAILWAY SIGNALING

However, they are made much more
frequently than the old custom of
periodic night checks.

Where color-light signals are used,
it is the practice to change lamps pe-
riodically so. that lamps are burned
according to their rated life. Conse-
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quently, a reported “light out” fail-
ure rarely occurs.

With the modern color-light signal,
means are provided for focusing the
light in the daytime so that we are
assured of good daylight and night
indications.
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