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Signals at Automatic
Interlockers

“What factors are of most importance in determining
whether the home signals in an automatic interlocking
plant should operate to three positions or only to two
positions?  Under what conditions should a speed limit
be imposed?”

Automatic Plant Safe as Any

H. C. Lorenzen
Assistant Signal Engineer, Pere Marquette, Detroit, Mich.

We would use two-position signals in non-automatic
territory and three-position signals in automatic signal
territory at an automatic interlocking plant, the same
as if we were installing a manually-controlled plant.
At locations where the conditions will permit of the in-
stallation of an automatic interlocking plant, there should
be no speed restrictions other than what is required by
state law for railroad crossings at grade, as, I believe,
an automatic interlocking plant is just as safe as a man-
ually-operated plant.

No Speed Limit Needed

P. M. Gault
Signal Engineer, Missouri Pacific, St. Louis, Mo.

The purpose of the home signal is to convey informa-
tion as to the use, by a train, of the track within the limits
of the plant. A further purpose may be to convey in-
formation as to the condition of the signal governing the
next block beyond the plant. The indications which the
home signal may give should be consistent with these
purposes. '
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For a road using three-indication signals the hom,
signal should be capable of indicating “Stop,” “Prepare
to Stop at Next Signal,” and “Proceed.” When locateq
outside of automatic block signal territory the “Ap
proach” indication should be eliminated and only two ip.
dications used.

An automatic interlocking is as safe as any other kinq
of interlocking and, in my opinion, no speed limit shoylq
be imposed on account of the automatic feature,
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