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The Benefits of Either-
Direction Signaling

SEVERAL ROADS, which have installed centralized
traffic control on lines with two or more tracks,
have arranged the signaling for train movements in
either direction on each track. The principal advan-
tages of this plan are that it permits two or more tracks
to be used simultaneously in either direction during a
peak movement, and that it expedites run-around move-
ments. Another decided advantage of either-direction
signaling, which was developed on a C. T. C. installa-
tion on the Peoria & Pekin Union during a recent se-
vere snow storm, is the opportunity to so route trains
that the minimum number of switches need be kept
free of snow and ice.

In this particular installation, the C. T. C. installa-
tion extends over 7.6 miles of line, including 16.6 miles
of track and involving three layouts which formerly
required separate interlockings. The signaling is ar-
ranged to permit the running of trains in either direc-
tion on each track. Although there are 22 power-op-
erated switches in the C. T. C. territory, the trains
were so routed during the recent storm that it was gen-
erally necessary to keep only two, and occasionally
three, of these switches clear of snow. Throughout
the entire storm, which lasted several days, no train
was delayed on this territory. The manner in which
this was accomplished is evident by reference to the ac-
companying track and signal diagram. There is an in-
terlocking at each end of the C. T. C. territory with
track facilities so arranged that trains can be directed
to or from each track. The No. 1 main track, the top
one in the diagram, was used for Illinois Central, Big
Four and Chicago & Illinois Midland passenger trains
running in either direction between Bridge Tower
(Peoria) and Pekin. Likewise, light engines and
freight cuts running between Bridge Tower and East
Peoria yard were run in either direction over track No.
2, and were diverted at the turnout just east of signal
222, which was kept clear of snow. All freight trains
entering or leaving the yard at Wesley were handled
over the turnout switch just west of signal 321, which
was kept open, being operated in either direction over

track No. 2 between Wesley and Pekin or Hilliard. The
C. & A. passenger trains were run in either direction on
track No. 2 between Bridge Tower and Hilliard, the
switch for the turnout at Hilliard being kept clear for
the diversion of both passenger and ireight trains of
the C. & A.

Thus, by use of the either-direction signaling, it was
practical to operate all trains with only three switches
in service. However, it is not to be assumed from this

that the remaining 19 power switches could be removed
without hampering normal operations, as all of these
switches are used to advantage when traffic is normal.
The moral of this story is that the slight additional cost
of providing for either-direction signaling was well
justified.
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