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Leaving-Siding Signal

“What objections are there, if any, to making the
starting or head-block signal in A.P.B. territory a per-
missive signal for a following movement from the sid-
ing? It is clanmed that a saving of one to two minutes’
time would thus be made for each train making such a
movement from a siding.”

A Time Saver

J. H. Oppelt
Signal Engineer, New York, Chicago & St. Louis, Cleveland, Ohio

In A.P.B. territory, any provisions that will permit
a train on a siding to start as soon as a train on the
main track moving in the same direction has passed,
would prove valuable as a time saver., We have all
seen a freight train stand idly on a siding until a pas-
senger train had cleared the first automatic signal, thus
allowing a proceed indication on the head block signal.
One, two or three valuable minutes are lost to the
waiting train.

If the head-block signal should be arranged to give
automatically a restrictive indication as soon as the
passing train has cleared the head block, the waiting
train could start immediately, and no time would be
lost. While it would, in most cases, be necessary to
provide an additional operative unit on the head-block
signal, circuits for its control could easily be provided.

If it should be considered objectionable to display
this indication for a main-track movement, the opera-
tion could be made selective and displayed only when
the passing track switch is open. The movement of a
train out of a siding is necessarily slow and, with
proper circuit arrangement, it appears to be entirely
safe to allow such movements.

Control Can Be Arranged

A. R. Whitehorn

Commercial Engineer, General Railway Signal Company,
Rochester, N, Y.

It is presumed the purpose of such an arrangement
is to let the train on the siding move immediately after
the train on the main has passed into this absolute
block. If this was done by rule only, confusion might
result. Therefore, it requires alteration of the indica-
tion displayed in order properly to identify the signal
and this aspect must conform to other aspects now
in use. If the absolute signal is now equipped with a
marker to identify it, then it would be a simple circuit-
ing matter to extinguish the marker for a following
move, but a check must be provided to avoid an im-
properly displayed signal by a lamp being burned out,
which would automatically make it a permissive signal.

If the absolute signals are not now equipped with
markers, then by placing a marker normally extin-
guished on it, it would be a simple circuiting arrange-
ment to light it on this particular permissive move.
It is questionable if the benefit gained is worth the ex-
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penditure, and it is not unusual to see trains pass this
signal at block in pulling out of a siding after clear-
ing the main to let another train pass, thus getting rid
of the delay without materially jeopardizing the safety
of the system.
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