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EpitoriAL COMMENT

Now That It Has Happened

THOSE interested in the development and installation
of automatic interlocking plants during the past 10
years, have been waiting, figurately speaking, with their
fingers crossed, for a disastrous collision on a crossing
protected by such a plant. However, now that such an
accident has occurred, as set forth in an article else-
where in this issue, we should study the situation sanely
before we blame the automatic principle, or load up
such installations with a lot of attachments that, in them-
selves, may defeat the efficiency of these plants, which
to date have given an excellent account of themselves
in reducing operating expenses.

In the first place, in spite of all rules and safety de-
vices accidents do happen occasionally at ordinary in-
terlockings. As the number of automatic plants has in-
creased, it is inevitable that an accident would eventual-
ly occur at one of the 310 plants now in service.

In the collision referred to, the evidence, as reported
by the Bureau of Safety of the Interstate Commerce
Commission, tended to show that the plant was operating
as intended, and that the train which was struck had
been the first to enter upon the control track circuit
and had been authorized by proper signal indication to
proceed. However, the engineman and fireman on this
train were killed in the accident, as was also the fireman
of the train on the other road. The engineman of the
second train, the only remaining source of information,
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contends that he saw his home signal change to a pro-
ceed indication as he approached. Therefore, in the
words of the Bureau of Safety, the “reason for the
occurrence of this accident could not be definitely de-
termined,” a statement which has been applied to nu-
merous other accidents that occurred under conditions
where the important party may have had, or at least
conscientiously believed that he had, the proper signal.
Therefore, this accident should not be marked up against

automatic interlocking as such.

Now as to locking the door after the horse has been
st;olen: After the accident, the road on which the en-
gineman contends that he “had” the signal, replaced

the semaphore home signals with
color-light signals and installed
smashboards. This road also re-
vised its speed restrictions. The
inclusion of smashboards in an
automatic plant increases the
first cost and the expense of
operation ; it also introduces nu-
merous complications and de-
vices that are bound to cause
failures. The principal purpose
of the smashboard is to ascer-
tain whether a train passed a
home signal when it was not in-
dicating proceed. In other
words, smashboards, or derails
for that matter, are, in effect,
only a means of fixing the guilt
and of throwing fear into the
engineman. The same results,
with even more extensive bene-
fit, can be accomplished by elec-
trically-operated recording de-
vices such as are standard in at
least one state. Furthermore,
these devices, in addition to re-
cording the sequence of opera-
tion of the signals, also record
the time of passing and the
speed of all trains while travers-

ing approach sections and the plant. The fact that such
a device is in service at an automatic plant will be an
important factor in insuring not only proper observance
of signals but also compliance with speed restrictions,
which in itself is a very important factor in eliminating

accidents.
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“Things Are Getting Better
in This Country”

“Down here in the Reconstruction Finance
Corporation we are in a position to know that
things are getting better in this country—in a
damn sight better position to know what is
going on than are those fellows in that security
peanut stand in Wall street,

“Bank failures are falling off. The banks
are beginning to make loans again. It makes
no difference what Wall street thinks down
thare where that peanut gambling is going on.

“You can take it from me we are approach-
ing prosperity. The mass attitude of the peo-
ple has changed from pessimism to optimism,
but, of course, it will take time to realize the
full results. Business is a ponderous machine
and takes time to get in motion.”
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