286 RAILWAY SIGNALING Vol. 25, No. 9

o them out. T eut a block of wood to fit the opening  switches, that speed restrictions are not necessary, and,
o habing the case. slotting th locle 10 accom-  therefore, that electric locks are not necessary. However,
‘ ] ‘ f it i runling location, it will probably be a long time before the railroads will
[hen T fillin the cracks  agree generally to eliminaté the speed restrictions over
- ¢abl ith plaster high-speed main-line spring switches without an electric
taleen out lock, and until that time the electric lock is a decided
advantage for main-line locations where speed restric-
tions are a disadvantage. I believe the records show a
consistent increase in the use of spring switches and this
increase will be greatly accelerated as the use of electric

locks is developed.

Answer Depends Upon Safety of Spring Switch

I. A, Uhr
% nsu E ai' ors Signal Engineer, St. Louis-San Francisco, Springfield, Mo,

With the assumption that an electric lock is required
on the spring switch for the-protection of facing-point
train movements only, then its necessity is determined by
considering how safe a spring-switch arrangement is in
comparison with the standard switch.

Some railroads evidently feel that spring switches are
as safe as a standard switch, because they have no speed
restriction over them, except when the point is to be

M. K. Holmes moved or pushed over by a trailing train movement. If
Hemingray Cl ! the electric lock performs no required service, then it
has no advantage but is a disadvantage because it is
superfluous.

Brown Glass Insulators Now Available

Location of Home

E | Ftinet Nietnat B -
Favors Locating >ignals Llos

Electric Lock on Spring
Switch?

“What are the advaniages or disadvantages of using
an electric lock on a spring switch?”

Believes That Speed Restrictions and Electric
Locks Are Not Needed

Leroy Wyant Time Interval Is a Factor
Signal Engineer, Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific, Chicago, il H. A. Franklin

The disadvantages are obvious. An electric lock adds
installation and maintenance expense. It will occasionally The Board of Railroad Commissioners of I
fail, causing delays to through main line trains. A lock i : . e that signals a to?
will be an advantage on those roads where a speed re- locking plants shall not be placed closer than 250
striction is imposed on main-line traffic over a spring ihe crossing, | her '
switch and where this speed restriction would be re- ! '
moved by using the lock. t , ants in \

This brings up the question of whether a speed re- inics nging from a given rout
striction is necessary for spring switches. It is my per- pposing route. It was the thoucht that the dist
sonal opinion that spring switches are as safe as rigid




