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Crossing Problem

“It is desired to install an entirely automatic interlock-
ing plant at a grade crossing where it is necessary for
trains on one line to make a 10-min. station stop within
25 ft. of the intersecting track. How should the circuits
be designed in order to avoid the possibility of the
plant being unnecessarily ‘tied up’ by reason of this stop?
The home signals must be located 300 ft. to 500 ft. from
the crossing.”

Suggests Use of Additional Signals

P. P. Ash
Chief Signal Draftsman, Louisville & Nashville, Louisville, Ky.

The same train operation as that described in the
question has occurred at interlocked crossings where the
depot for both lines is located at the crossing and where
it is desired to bring the train as close to the crossing as
possible and still allow the train on the conflicting route
to move over the crossing. In such a case, the regular
home signal, 4, as shown in the sketch, is located 500
ft. from the crossing, and signal 2 is located about 50 ft.
from the crossing.

Some may question the merit of the additional signal,
2, but when a train once stops in the interlocking limits
and waits for 10 min., some sort of an indication should
be provided for the engineman to start again, and fur-
ther, some sort of marker should be provided to mark
the fouling point of the crossing. A signal serves this
purpose best.
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Sketch showing location of signals

When a train enters the approach circuit for signal
4, signals 4 and 2 will clear provided no train has the

conflicting route. After the train has stopped on track

circuit 47, a trainman will operate the push-button,
which will put signal 2 at Stop and then release the con-
flicting route, whereupon the signal will clear provided
the train is approaching. When the train is ready to pro-
ceed the trainman will operate another push-button which
will clear signal 2, providing the conflicting route is clear.
If the conflicting route is occupied, signal 2 will clear
automatically without the necessity of the push-button
being again operated after the route is cleared.

If the push-buttons are not desired and the layout is
to be entirely automatic, an automatic time release can
be provided, the release to operate while the train is in

To Be Answered in an Early Issue

(1) Should some form of locking, i. e., ap-
proach, time or stick locking, be applied to levers
controlling dwarf signals in regular powver inter-
locking plants?

(2) How can rust and tarnish be removed
from brass and other metal parts of relays, switch
circuit controllers, etc., in the repair shop?

(3) What methods are being used to prevent
lamp failures in light signals? To what extent
are auxiliary devices such as reserve lamps, etc.,
being used? What is being done to prevent shop
failures without having to depend upon a rigid
system of inspection and removal of lamps?

(4) In terminal areas involving only dwarf
signals, is four-position signaling justifiable as
a general rule?

(5) Are switch lamps essential in automatic
block signal territory?

track circuit 47 and, after one minute, putting signal 2
at Stop, and, after another minute, releasing the con-
flicting route. Another time release is provided, to op-
erate for 10 min., which will again clear signal 2, provided
the conflicting route is not occupied. In this case, the
train will always have to wait 10 min., except in the case
when a push-button is provided to take care of the sec-
ond release.

The push-button release seems to be the most desir-
able method as it assures that the train has actually
stopped before the release of the conflicting route is
effected, for the trainman has to get off the train, after
it has stopped, in order to operate the push-button.

Would Extend Approach Circuits
on One Line

P. S. Scharf
Signal Supervisor, Southern, Chester, S. C,

One method would be to arrange the approach cir-
cuits so that trains moving through the plant without
stopping, would have a substantial advantage over trains
moving on the line where they stop within home signal
limits for a period of 10 min. For instance, if the ap-
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proach circuit for trains on the line where they stop 10
min. 275 ft. beyond the home signal, would start about
1,500 ft. in advance of the home signal, the time such
trains would occupy the plant would be a minimum.

Then, for trains on the line where no stops are made,
the approach circuit could be extended several miles in
advance of the home signal. This would give such trains
the advantage in the event trains were approaching the
plant on both lines at approximately the same time, as
the train on the through line would be on its approach
circuit, and would set up the route through the plant
before the train on the other line reached the approach
circuit. It is probable that the latter train would arrive at
the home signal before the other train cleared the plant,
but the fact that it is going to stop again after passing
the home signal, makes it seem more reasonable to stop
it than to stop the through train at its home signal for
a period of 10 min. or more.

Where long approach circuits are used a time relay
should be used, so as to close the circuit after the maxi-
mum running time (including some margin) from the
approach end to the home signal.

Modification of Standard Plan

C. B. Cargile
Signal and Electrical Inspector, Florida East Coast, St. Augustine, Fla.

The special circuits necessary to control a special
hone signal 25 ft. from the grade crossing inside an
automatic interlocking plant would necessarily depend
on the scheme of circuits used in the plant. The accom-
panying sketch is a typical plant for automatic inter-
locking, modified to meet the special conditions outlined
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located 25 ft. from the fouling point of the crossing.
‘When a train approaches the crossing on X-RR over ap-
proach C and stops at the station on track A1, a time
relay at signal No. 5 starts operating, and if the train
does not pass signal No. 5 in a predetermined time (say
two minutes), the route locking is released as shown
by the dotted connectoion between circuits 73/ and I-
SMP through the time-relay contact. This will enable
an approaching train on Z-RR to get its route and take
signal No. 5 away from the train standing at the station,
which will get signal No. 5 again when the train on
Z-RR has cleared the plant. But if the train at the sta-
tion is ready to proceed before a train enters approach
circuits F or E on the opposing road, full locking pro-
tection will be effective again as soon as it enters track
circuit A4 past signal No. 5. The time relay is checked
by cutting IH and 2H through it in the deenergized
position so that whenever it is up signals No. 1 and
No. 2 will be at stop.

Automatic Time-Element Device Used
A. R. Whitehorn

Commercial Engineer, Ceneral Railway Signal Company,
Rochester, N. Y.

The conditions specified in this question would pre-
vail where joint station facilities are used, and where
the depot and platforms are placed in one of the angles
forming the intersection. This is not an unusual condi-
tion, as there are at present a number of such layouts pro-
tected by standard interlocking to provide for train
movements as outlined above, these plants having two
home signals for each track to govern the movement,
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in the question. This typical plan, which is standard on
several roads, is very flexible, and can be adapted with
modifications to meet practically any conditions.

Signal No. 1, located at the standard distance from
the crossing, is a repeater of the special signal, No. 5,

one being located 300 to 500 ft. from the crossing and
the second located, say, 25 ft. from the crossing, which
is usually at the end of the station platform.

With standard interlocking, the manipulation is such
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that it is necessary for the close-up home signal to be
clear in order to be able to clear the one farther out. If
the train should stop at the platform for a time, both
home signals are put to the Stop position and the con-
flicting line is cleared in the same manner.

To handle this situation with an automatic interlock-
ing, an automatic time device must be introduced into the
circuit so that after a train has occupied the track circuit
between the home signals a predetermined time, the near
home signal would go to Stop, and, if there should be
a train approaching on the conflicting track, its presence
would automtically clear the signals to permit it to com-
plete the movement.

To avoid circuit complications, it is desirable to make
use of trainmen to release such a locked-out condition
by the manipulation of a push-button located at the near
signal.

To illustrate the method of operation with such an
arrangement, we will assume that a train movement
is being made by train No. 1, which stops at the plat-
form. After a predetermined time has elapsed, the near
signal goes to Stop. About this time train No. 2 on the
conflicting line approaches and automatically clears both
signals governing this movement. If train No. 1 should
wish at this time to proceed and the trainman pushes the
button, the governing signal will not clear nor will the
operation of the push-button put signals governing train
No. 2 to block. Therefore, train No. 1 waits until train
No. 2 has completed its movement or made a stop at the
platform, and sufficient time has elapsed for the near
signal, governing train No. 2, to assume the stop posi-
tion. When this occurs, the trainman of train No. 1 can
be operating the push-button for clearing the signal to
permit train No. 1 to proceed. When train No. 2 is
ready to proceed, it is necessary to push the button even
though train No. 1 has cleared the plant.

Since the speed of trains is restricted at automatic
interlockings, the logical method of overcoming the tie-
up, as outlined in this question, is to use only the near
signals, and not to install those signals 300 to 500 ft.
from the crossing, and reduce the speed to such a point
as will permit safe operation with signals close up to the
marker to show enginemen where they must not pass.
The days of railroading have become history when a
distance of 500 ft. is provided for an engineman to be
sure of coming to a full stop.

Two Plans

H. W. Chevalier

Chief Draftsman, Signal Department, Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul &
Pacific, Milwaukee, Wis.

Two schemes are presented for consideration, one in-
volving a special manual release, the other involving a
special automatic release with an electrically-driven
smash-board. In both schemes use is made of signal
route stick relays, which check the normal position of
the home signals, and of track or repeater relays for
the home sections, on both roads. It is assumed that
interlocking relays are used for directional control; that
the track section between home signals on both roads is
divided into two track circuits, the dividing point being
at the intersection; and that the following apparatus is
located at the intersection: Interlocking relays, signal
route stick relays, central battery for home-signal opera-
tion, and other apparatus necessary for the normal re-
lease of an automatic interlocking plant. It is also as-
sumed that the home signals are normally at danger, and
that they are cleared by means of approved track circuits.
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The railroad on which the 10-min. stop is made is des-
ignated as “X Railroad” and the other “Y Railroad.”

Scheme No. 1

The following apparatus is required: Two push-but-
tons, one with a normally-open contact and one with a
normally-closed contact; three neutral line relays, two
being required for track repeaters, and the other for
a stick relay; two electric lamp bulbs, one white, the
other red; a small wooden box with a door secured by
a switch padlock. The push-buttons and lamps are to be
located in the box and are to be conveniently located at
the depot or intersection, as desired.

Upon the arrival of the train that is to make the 10-
min. stop, the conductor or another authorized person
should immediately go to the box, unlock same and
operate a push-button marked “Arrival”. This button
is the normally-open type; when pushed in, it will
pick up a stick relay by a circuit carried through the
back contact of the repeater relay for the track circuit
occupied by the train. The stick relay, having been
picked up, will hold through one of its own front con-
tacts, through the normally closed contact on the push-
button marked “Departure”, and through a back con-
tact on the repeater relay for the track circuit occupied.

The picking up of this stick relay will in turn pick
up the signal route stick (SRS) relay which had been
de-energized by reason of the home signal clearing for
the train movement up to the intersection, and will
bridge the control for the home signals on the Y Rail-
road where same were broken through track or repeater
relays for the occupied track circuit on the X Railroad,
releasing the Y Railroad for train movements.

The circuit for the white lamp is carried in series
through front contacts of the SRS relays, repeater relay
for home section on Y Railroad, and a front contact, to
plus battery, on the stick relay controlled by the two
push-buttons as described above. This lamp, lighted, will
indicate that there is no train approaching the intersec-
tion on the Y Railroad and that the track section between
the home signals on that road is unoccupied.

The circuit for the red lamp is carried in multiple
through a back contact of the SRS relays, and of the re-
peater relay for the section between the home signals on
the Y Railroad, and to plus battery through a front con-
tact of the stick relay controlled by the two push-but-
tons. This lamp will indicate, when lighted, either that
there is a train approaching on the Y Railroad or that
the track section between the home signals on that road
1s occupied.

Before departure, the conductor or some other author-
ized person should go to the box where the push-but-
tons are located, and, if the white lamp is lighted, indi-
cating that it is safe to proceed over the intersection,
the Departure push-button should be operated, thus re-
storing the plant to its original condition. It is of course
understood that no train movement should be made over
the intersection if the red light is burning, unless fully
assured that there are no trains on the Y Railroad.

Scheme No. 2

The following apparatus is required: One electrically-
driven smash-board, four neutral line relays, and ome
time-element relay. Two of the neutral relays are.track
repeaters and two are for smash-board operation. The
smash-board should be located on the X Railroad ap-
proximately 10 ft. from-the intersection, on the side
where the train will stop. The insulated joints on the X
Railroad, separating the track circuits, should be located
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approximately 10 ft. farther from the intersection than
the smash-board and on the same side of the intersection,
with some kind of a marker indicating the location of
these joints, for the benefit of enginemen when stopping
the train.

When the train that is to make the stop on the X
Railroad arrives, the pilot wheels of the engine should
‘not pass over the insulated joints mentioned above. All
other trains should pass over these joints if possible.

The circuit for the time-element (TER) relay should
be carried through a back contact of the repeater relay
for the track occupied and through a front contact of the
track relay of the circuit not occupied on the X Rail-
road, and thence to plus battery. After the TER relay
has run, enforcing the necessary time interval as desired,
the front contacts will close and will bridge the same
circuits as in the case of the stick relay described in
Scheme 1.

It will be noted from the foregoing that those trains,
on the X Railroad, which do not have to make the 10-
min., stop, will stop so that both track circuits are occu-
pied, and therefore the TER relay will not function.

Normal and reverse smash-board relays are required
for placing the smash-board in the stop or clear posi-
tion. The circuit for the normal smash-board (NSB)
relay (for holding the smash-board clear) should be
carried normally in series through a back contact of the
reverse smash-board (RSB) relay and through a back
contact of the time-element (TER) relay, to plus battery.
When the TER relay has run down and has closed its
front contacts, the NSB relay circuit should then be
carried through a front contact of the TER relay and in
series through the front contacts of the signal route
stick (SRS) relays on the Y Railroad, and through the
repeater relay, to plus battery, for the section between
the home signals on that road. The NSB relay should
be of the slow-acting type to take care of the interval
when the back contact of the TER relay opens and front
contact makes.

The function of the reverse smash-board (RSB) relay
is to place the smash-board in the Stop position should
there be any train on Y Railroad approaching the inter-
section, or when the section between its home signals is
occupied. The circuit for the RSB relay should be carried
in series through a back contact of the NSB relay and
a front contact of the TER relay, then in multiple, to
plus battery, through the back contacts of the SRS relays
on the Y Railroad and repeater relay for same for the
section between home signals on that road.
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