September, 1932

Approach-Lighting

“What are the advantages of approach-lighting auto-
maitic signals from headblock to headblock, as compared
with approach-lighting from opposing signal to opposing
signal?”’

Avoid Unnecessary Lighting
J. H. Oppelt
Signal Engineer, New York, Chicago & St. Louis, Cleveland, Ohio

There is no advantage to be gained by approach light-
ing all signals from headblock to headblock unless the
indications on the intermediate signals are desired for
the benefit of roadway forces.

There is some advantage in having the opposing head-
block signal lighted from the time a train passes the
headblock signal in the direction of traffic. Frequently
there is a telegraph office nearby from which the operator
can see the headblock signal and furnish advance infor-
mation to the dispatcher. It is also good information
to a train waiting on the passing siding.

We have approach lighting so arranged that it is
effective from signal to signal in the usual manner and
in addition the opposing headblock signal is lighted from
the time the train passes the headblock in the direction
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of traffic. With this scheme there is no unnecessary
lighting of intermediate signals. The accompanying
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Sketch showing approach lighting of absolute signals at ends of
passing sidings

sketch shows the circuit scheme used for lighting the
opposing headblock signal.

A Controversial Subject
C. J. Kelloway
Superintendent of Signals, Atlantic Coast Line, Wilmington, N. C.

The question is a rather broad one, as there are
various practices in approach-lighting. Two of these
practices are: (1) To approach-light the signals in
A.P.B. territory from head-block to head-block, lighting
all opposing signals as the train passes them. (2) To
approach-light each signal as the train approaches it, at
the same time lighting the opposing signal as the train
passes it.

Either of these methods is much more expensive from
an operating standpoint than the practice on this road,
which is to approach-light only the signal governing the
movement of the train. Using this method as the basis
for a reply to the inquiry, it is my opinion that the
interest and depreciation on the cost of the additional
line wires, attachments, cable, relays, etc., would prob-
ably offset the small saving in battery.
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