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and the results have been entirely satisfactory. A simi-
lar rule has been in effect since 1928 on the train-control
territory of the Rock Island, which now includes more
than 342 miles of double track between Blue Island,
I1l., and Des Moines, Iowa, on which it is reported that
the results have been highly satisfactory in eliminating
train delays. .

An operating officer of another large road, in dis-
cussing this subject, said that his road was not yet
ready to eliminate stops at stop-and-proceed signals, be-
cause of some recent accidents at interlockings where call-
on signals are used, and that, on the contrary, they were
considering a change in the rules to require a train to

come to a full stop before ac-

cepting a call-on signal. There-
fore, it was not likely that his
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going on than are those fellows in that security
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road would adopt an exactly op-
posite policy for permissive sig-
nals.

In further discussion it was
brought out that the function of
a call-on signal is considerably
different from that of a stop-
and-proceed automatic signal.
In the first place, on many roads
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“You can take it from me we are approac
ass attitude of the peo-
le has changed from pessimism to optimism,
ut, of course, it will take time to realize the
Il results. Business is a ponderous machine
d takes time to get in motion.”

ing prosperity. The m

the use of the call-on signal is
limited to the directing of train
movements into side tracks,
passing tracks, etc., and this
slow-speed signal is so inter-
locked that its indication can-
not be obtained in place of any
regular signal governing a pre-
scribed through route. Other
roads which use the call-on as a
substitute for a high arm in case
of a track circuit failure, etc.
require a train to stop before
accepting the call-on. This seems
to be good practice, based on the
idea that, at an interlocking, an
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A Call-On Signal

Is Different from a

Stop-and-Proceed Signal

FOR several years there has been considerable dis-
cussion regarding the elimination of train stops at
stop-and-proceed signals. In the current report of Com-
mittee T of the Signal Section, an extended explanation
is given of the progress that is being made in this di-
rection. For example, the Illinois Central has in effect,
on its lines outside the Chicago terminals, a modifica-
tion of the stop-and-proceed rule reading as follows:
“On two or more tracks, trains may pass stop-and-
proceed signals without stopping, at a speed not to
exceed 15 m.p.h.” These instructions have been in
effect on 1,375 miles of track for the last two years

engineman encountering a call-
on signal is confronted with
various possible routes through the plant and although he
may readily see a train ahead, he does not know that he
may follow the same route, and may conclude that he is
to follow a route which is unoccupied. On the other hand,
an engineman encountering a stop-and-proceed auto-
matic block signal knows absolutely that the block ahead
is occupied or that a rail is broken, or a switch not lined
properly, etc., and governs his speed accordingly. The
operating officer admitted that there might be some-
thing to this point and said that he intended to follow
developments on those roads which have revised their
rules to eliminate stops at stop-and-proceed signals.
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