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EDITORIAL

COMMENT

Why Not Eliminate Train Stops at
Permissive Wayside Signals

HERE local grade conditions permit, intermediate

permissive signals are usually so located that a
tonnage train, if stopped at the signal, can again be
started without difficulty. Where signals are located on
long ascending grades on which trains cannot be started
without delay and damage to equipment, numerous roads
are using so-called grade signals, consisting of a disk
attached to the signal mast, which gives the engineman
of a tonnage train authority to eliminate the stop at such
a signal if it is displaying its most restrictive indication,
and to proceed through the block at slow speed, expect-
ing to find the block occupied or a switch open. The
same type of special signal is used on some roads where
tracks run through towns with numerous grade crossings
of streets, the desired result in this case being to keep
the trains moving so as not to block the streets any longer
than absolutely necessary.

If these train stops can be eliminated safely at some
permissive automatic signals, why not at all such loca-
tions, especially for heavy tonnage trains? This result
has in effect been accomplished on those sections of the
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe, the Illinois Central and the
Chicago & North Western, where automatic train control,
with cab signals, is in service without the use of permis-
sive wayside automatic signals. The Rock Island has
gone a step further in that the wayside automatic signals
have been retained, but the requirement for the train

stop has been eliminated on automatic train-control ter-
ritory.

On three of the.train control installations mentioned,
the speed is automatically limited in an occupied block,
and, likewise, where grade signals are employed, the
speed is naturally limited by grade conditions. However,
it is conceivable that the speed when entering and pro-
ceeding in an occupied block can be limited by rule. . In
fact, this is exactly the requirement in effect on almost
all roads, the only difference being that the stop must
first be made af the signal.’

In conferences of signal and operating officers on one
large road, serious consideration has been given to the
matter of changing the rules to permit all trains to pro-
ceed at low speed past a permissive signal. Quite re-
cently, the signal officer of another road was requested
by his general manager to secure complete information
on both sides of the argument. With the idea that pro-
gressive thought of today will welcome an open discus-
sion of the SubJect, a question is being published on
page 98 of this issue, and those who have given the
matter study are invited to send discussions for publica-
tion in the next issue.




