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EpitoriaL COMMENT

Economy OF Sma"er TOWCI’S

N numerous installations of centralized trafhc con-

trol, the machine has been located in an existing
office or interlocking tower alongside or at the end of an
interlocking machine, thereby making it unnecessary to
enlarge the existing building or provide another structure.
Similar installations of centralized traffic control machines
at interlocking plants on the Canadian Pacific, the Big
Four, the Boston & Maine, the Rock Island and other
roads reveal the fact that where such control systems
are used the size of the machine is not the governing
favor in determining the size of the tower building. The
machine itself occupies a very small part of the floor
space of the operating room, the required dimensions of
which are dependent upon the area required for chairs,
desks and other facilities not a part of the signal or
interlocking system.

In planning the new interlocking at Trois Rivieres,
Que., on the Canadian Pacific, as described in the Novem-
ber, 1930, issue, the use of the centralized control type
of machine, placed in an existing crossing-gate tower,
eliminated the expense of constructing a new tower and
thereby reduced the first cost of the installation to such
an extent that the construction of the plant was au-
thorized, whereas a larger expenditure would not have
been considered justifiable. Thus, it may be seen that
the use of a centralized-type control machine may, by
reducing tower costs, be a factor worth considering when
estimating for new plants or for the consolidation of
existing ones.



