Editorial Comment

Signaling of Main Tracks Through Yards

HEN making installations of automatic signals on

complete divisions, some roads prefer to skip the
signaling of the sections of the main line through large
yards for the reason that most train movements are
slow and if signals are installed, switching movements
would be so frequent as to stop too many through
trains. Such territories are usually considered as within
yard limits and trains are operated and protected accord-
ingly. On the other hand many roads prefer to provide
signals through the yards, on the ground that main-line
trains are operated at high speeds through such sections
and adequate signaling must be provided to protect all
main-line switches leading to yards or industrial tracks
from which movements are frequently made. As a re-
sult a considerable number of signals are sometimes
required to arrange the blocks so as to permit main-line
trains to keep moving up to the point actually occupied
and also to permit switching for the maximum amount
of time without stopping main line trains. With highly
competitive schedules for through passenger and freight
traffic, an engineman on a train running late is forced
to take chances when within these sometimes extensive
“yard limits,” and unless proper signaling is provided,
accidents are likely to occur as is only too evident from
the accident reports.
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