Editorial Comment

Co-ordinating Cab and Wayside Signaling

ITH the development of cab signaling, with or

without wayside automatic signals, many new
problems have arisen. When installing automatic block
signals, efforts are made to locate each signal so that
the engineman approaching it may have the maximum
distance in which to view the signal and observe the
indication. This time or distance may be termed the
sighting space, in which the engineman has time to
apply the brakes either to control the speed of the
train, or to stop it in accordance with the indication dis-
played. In order to conform to this established practice,
the control for cab signaling should be so arranged as
to repeat the indication of the signal approached, upon
entering the space required as braking distance in ap-
proach of the signal. Where signals are spaced not
far beyond the maximum braking distance, the con-
trol can be arranged more conveniently to give a change
in indication of the cab signal at the signal next in
approach. Where wayside signals are eliminated, the
so-called “phantom” signal can be located without con-
sideration of the necessity of providing a long space in
which the engineman can see a signal in advance. All
of these methods should receive consideration in de-
veloping continuous cab signaling. Increased track
capacity and facility of train movements may in some
cases be secured by adapting the wayside control to
the needs of cab signaling rather than wayside signaling.
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