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brushes through. This band  complished through different methods than by the use
ith two or three snaps. of smash boards.
ioned above is all that we have found Milwaukee, Wis. J. C. M,
ind 15 successful, as € experience Signal Engineer, Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul.
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Smash Boards at Automatic Interlockers

“Should smash boards be used on howme signals at R/[ ‘
automatic signaling interlocking plants? Why?” i

To Employ Them for the Purpose of Enforcing
Respect for Signal Indications Is a Reflection on
the Entire Scheme of Train Operation by
Signal Indication

DO not favor the use of smash boards on home sig-

nals at automatic signaling interlocking plants. They 15€q]
surely do not prevent any overlooking of the signal ing public as well as ¢
indication, and to employ them for the purpose of wlroad
making enginemen respect the signal indication is, to : woidab wv to tr
my mind, a reflection on the entire scheme of safe train . ,,ic [0oc nor onlv 0 dollars an
operation by signal indication. rood i and confidenice. Sioyial

They add unnecessary and undesirable complications 1 recent vears have been alerd
to the control circuits, and the known objections will the can f these delays, 1
more than offset any imaginary benefits, and all this
at a greatly increased cost of installation. The position
of the smash board is, in itself, an indication to the
engineman and as this is necessarily on a separate and
probably less reliable control from that used for the
signal -arm, there is no assurance that a stop signal
indication is always accompanied by a stop smash board,
nor that a clear signal indication is accompanied by a
clear smash board, so it would seem that a broken or
unbroken smash board does not prove anything definite
at all.

Their use is an inference that it is expected that
enginemen will disregard stop signals where they can
get away with it without leaving some tangible evi-
dence, and this surely will not promote a sense of
respect on the part of enginemen for the proper observ- i,
ance of signal indications at the thousands of other i i f
signals of equal importance but where no smash boards ...
are used.

Proper signal observance should, in my opinion, be ac- there are a large number of tracks an




