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Control of Stop Indication in
Approach-Lighted Territory

“Should the stop indication of approach-lighted color-
light automatic signals be displayed as long as the block
is occupred?”

Believed Desirable Because It Affords an Opportuni-
ty to Track, Station and Yard Forces to Observe
Signal Performance While Trains
Are in the Block

N my opinion it is very desirable to provide a red

or stop indication in approach-lighted color-light
automatic signal territory when the block is occu-
pied, irrespective of another train in the approach
section. Primarily, this control arrangement gives
the track, station and yard forces an opportunity to
observe the performance of the signal while trains
are in the block. If circumstances permit, however,
the signal should be illuminated constantly on all in-
dications. On our recent signal installation the sig-
nals, when operating from the storage battery re-
serve, are approach-lighted and the stop indication is
prolonged as long as the block is occupied regardless
of a following train in the approach section.
Denver, Colo. B. W. Mouis,

Signal Engineer, Denver & Rio Grande Western.

Sees No Advantage in Prolonging Stop Indication

N the approach lighting of double track signals it

is our practice to provide approach lighting in its
strictest sense. We do not believe that additional
safety results from the practice of prolonging the
stop indication until the train clears the block, ex-
cept, of course, when other trains are following. In
lighting signals on single track it is our practice to
light from block to block or from passing track to
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passing track in absolute permissive block territory.
It is not known whether this practice increases the
safety of operation so far as trains are concerned but
it does to a certain extent increase safety insofar as
motor cars are involved. Motor car operators can
thus determine whether any of the single track is
occupied by a train and furthermore whether the
train ahead is traveling in the same or opposite di-
rection. That is, a motor car operator encountering
a caution signal after a green signal, or a red signal
after a caution signal, knows that he is approaching a
train moving in the same direction. On the other
hand, if the head block signal is displaying a “stop”
indication the chances are likely that a train is ap-
proaching in the reverse direction in which case all
opposing signals are red.

Louisville, Ky. W. H. STiLweLL,

Acting Signal Engineer, Louisville & Nashville,

Can See No Additional Safety If Stop Indication Is
Prolonged—Might Be Cheaper to Light
Signals Continuously

AM unable to see any additional safety resulting

from showing a red light as long as a train is in
the block on an installation of this kind, as long as
there is no train approaching. It would be the same
as putting out a flagman to flag a train that had
stopped even though it was known positively that
there was no other train on the road. The name “ap-
proach-lighting” indicates that the light will be
shown only when a train is approaching.

Of course, there would be no harm in displaying a
light continuously in these signals if the current for
these lights is so small that it would not pay to put
in “approach-lighting.” It would be cheaper, on ac-
count of less apparatus, to leave the light burn con-
tinuously, but then it would not be approach-lighting.

St. Paul, Minn. C. A. CHRISTOFFERSON,
Signal Engineer, Northern Pacific.

Other Comments

INCE the “stop” indication of a color-light auto-

matic signal is of no use unless a train is ap-
proaching the signal, it would seem uneconomical to
provide the circuit arrangement for displaying a
“stop” indication at all times while the block is oc-
cupied, in the opinion of T. S. Stevens, signal engi-
neer system, of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe.
Similarly, C. H. Tillett, signal engineer, of the Ca-
nadian National, Central Region, believes that noth-
ing is gained by displaying a “stop” indication as
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pressed as follows, “This gets back to the old argu-
ment that if there were no ears to hear there would
be no sound. Consequently, if there is no train ap-
proaching and thus no one to see the signal, why
light it?”

Sees No Advantage in Prolonged Stop Indication

CAN see no particular advantage in controlling
signals in such a manner as to maintain a red
stop indication as long as the block is occupied. On
our lines, the approach lighting scheme is used on
several thousand miles of automatic signals, both of
the semaphore and color-light type, and the light is
extinguished as soon as the train enters the block.
No real advantage would accrue from displaying
the red light while the train was passing through the
occupied block. Our experience indicates that light-
ing of the signal on approach only fills every possible
operating requirement.
Omaha, Nebr, A. H. McKrexN,

System Signal Engineer, Union Pacific.




