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Better Pole I.ine Consiruction watching such a signal, can determine when opposing

trains are approaching.
C : i ads f 5 1 I ‘ It may, therefore, be said that the answer to the
J to b i i o question of using approach control for signals depends

somewhat on local conditions and methods of power
supply. No hard and fast rule can be applied to its
use. Where economy can be shown in power supply
and in increased life of filaments the majority of the
roads prefer to use the approach control scheme, but
exceptions should be made wherever a constant signal
indication will be of advantage to those using motor
the most cars or for train operation.
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Approach Signal Lighting
vs. Constant Burning

ITH the increasing use of light signals as well as
electric lights for semaphore signals, consideration
must be given to the question of whether to use approach
control circuits for the lights or to let them burn con-
stantly. With the approach control arrangement the
lamps are lighted only when a train is approaching
within the limits of one or more track circuits from the
signal, the principal advantage being the reduction in
energy consumption for the lights, especially where the ; ,
normal supply is obtained from batteries of either nable replacement
the primary or portable storage type. However, where the ! - : t wil
lights burn normally on a-c. power, such as with the
straight a-c., the a-c. floating or the a-c. primary sys-
tems, the saving in power is not as important as the
increased life of the filament.

An arrangement can be provided on a motor car to
shunt the track circuit on the approach section in order
to light the signal and this is being done on several roads
so that the maintainer can get a test on the lamp indi-
cations as well as to find out if a train is approaching.

Such a practice on a busy road is, however, liable to
cause trains to be delayed by the “stop’ indication set
up by the maintainer’s test.

There is an advantage in using constant burning con- , especia ,
trol for the leaving head block signals because the train  properly instructed, and their special efforts
crews on a siding or the operator at the station, by certain features that | ) '
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