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SUGGESTIONS AS TO THE STANDARD SYMBOLS.
To THE EDITOR OF THE SIGNAL ENGINEER:

There are some points in the criticism of and suggested changes
in the Railway Signal Association’s proposed standard signal
symbols in the April issue of The Signal Engineer which do not
entirely meet with the approval of the writer. This is particu-
larly true in regard to the circle shown with every signal blade.
It has always been the contention that whenever a signal symbol
was shown with no circle it indicated that the lights for all arms
on this particular signal were located in a vertical line, while
signals having staggered lights would have the location of these
lights indicated in the symbol by circles. This is good practice,
as it simplifies an interlocking plan, where, as a rule, all signals
have vertical lights, by leaving out all lights (circles), and the
Railway Signal Association has followed this practice in its
proposed symbols to good advantage.

The great advantage of leaving out all unnecessary circles
will be plainly evident to any draftsman who has had experience
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Suggested Standard Symbols.

on interlocking plans drawn to a scale of 12 in. to 100 ft—the.
standard scale in most signal departments. The tracks are drawn
to such a small scale as to leave very little space for the signals.
In fact, the size of a signal arm on an interlocking plan at this
scale is 1 in. wide by % in. long. Thus the circle will be
45 in. in diameter, and the hole made by the bow-pen in the
tracing cloth will interfere with the placing of any lines or
shaded quadrants inside of it, as suggested in the April number,
page 13I.

Even if a draftsman is successful in making a circle of this
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size, leaving only a very small center hole, the distinction be-
tween the different ways of controlling the signal, which is indi-
cated inside of the circle, will be so small as to be hardly notice-
able, especially after a blueprint of the tracing has been made.

The writer would suggest that, instead of employing circles,
the space thus occupied be used with advantage to indicate
how the signals are controlled, while the remaining part of the
blade would indicate the different aspects which the signals dis-
play, as shown in Fig. 1. By substituting a square for the circle
more space is available for the indication of the controlling
power. It might be argued that it will be as difficult to draw
the circle inside of the blade which requires special note; but in
this case it can be drawn after the signal symbol is completed,
which is not possible with the other symbols. The writer has
“also tried to improve upon the two special symbols, as shown on
the opposite page.

As an example of the inconsistency of the proposed standards,
it is said on page 131 of your April issue: *“Tt will be noted that
a marker light is shown by a circle. If a signal arm were used
instead of a light, as is standard practice on some roads, it
would be necessary in the case of the vertical light to remove
the circle and substitute an arm, but in the case of staggered
lights it would be necessary to leave the circle and add the arm,
and in this case the signal arm would show a circle at the left.”

Certainly it would serve no purpose to leave the circle in case
an arm was added to the symbol with the vertical lights, as,
where no circle is shown, the lights are vertical, and wice versa;
and where one circle is shown the lights are staggered.

April 29, 1911. J. B. A
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