September, 1911

INTERURBAN BLOCK SIGNALS.

The Indiana Railroad Commission on September 12, 1911,
issued the following order to the interurban railways in the
state, asking that replies be made by October 31, 1011, A similar
circular was issued to the steam roads of Indiana, to which
replies were requested by July 1, 1971, The latter order was
published on page 281 of The Signal Engineer for July, 1911:

“To all interurban railways:—The commission wishes to call
vour attention to the Block Signal Act, Chapter 118 (page 466.
Acts of 1911), approved March 4, 1911, requiring the installation
of block signals on all the railways of the state by Januvary 1.
1012, giving the commission the power to relieve any line or
part of line, and also to extend the time of installation.

“On account of the fact that the art of block signaling for
eiectric railways is not as fully developed as for steam roads,
the commission found it necessary to appoint a committee to
investigate the subject. The work of the committee has pro-
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gressed sufficiently to indicate that block signals are now to be

had to meet the conditions existing on the electric railroads in

this state.

“In order that the commission may have complete informa-
tion as to the conditions on all roads, to the end that the legisla-
tive will may be carefully and fully observed, this ¢ommission
has divided the electric railways into three classes, which are as
follows :

(A) Roads having signals in service, asking for approval of

the systeni now in operation;

(B) roads installing signals, either automatic or other, asking

the comimission to.approve the proposed system;

(C) roads asking to be relieved from installing any system.

“And the commission hereby directs that certain information
shall be furnished to it, as follows, by classes A and B: ’
(1) Territory covered, between what points;

(2) miles of road, number of blocks, maximum length of block,

minimum length of block, average length of block;

single or double track;

number of trains per day under normal traffic conditions,

dividing trains into the following classes: (a) regular pas-

senger; (b) extra passenger; (bb) extra passenger at heav-
iest season of the year; (c¢) regular express or freight;

(d) extra or special express or freight; (dd) extra or

special express or freight at heaviest season of the year.

(5) is any part of territory used by trains of a foreign company,
and if so, between what points and by what company?

(6) statement as to system proposed to be used, and if other than
automatic, is it proposed to use permissive blocking, at what
points and under what conditions?

(7) if system other than automatic is proposed to be used, will

all block stations be operated for 24 hours per day, and

if not, state what stations will be closed and between
what hours;

furnish {a) blue print showing main line, passing tracks,

junction points, grade crossings, stations, signals, etc.; (b)

profile showing grades, curvature and signal locations; (c)

detail of any circuits used in connection with signal system,

and (d) general and special rules to trainmen and other
employes for the operation and maintenance of signals.

“Class C shall furnish information under questions above, one
to five inclusive, and shall also make a general statement as to
why block signals are not necessary to be installed on their lines,
or on any part of their line.”

A conference of interurban railway managers and operating
officers will be held in Indianapolis on October 31 to discuss
operating matters, including block signaling.
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