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6,748,000; this year the ton-mileage has fallen to

1,799,000,000, while the freight train-mileage has

risen to 7,151,000. Last year the average train load

was much the largest in the history of the company ;

this year it is smaller than in any other of the present

decade except 1893.

This lessened loading is largely due to a decrease in

west-bound freight. East-bound business has in-

creased in volume almost enough to make up for the

fall in rates. West-bound business has fallen in

volume and in rates both. Last year the tonnage each

way was approximately equal; this year the volume

of east-bound business is nearly one-ﬁfth greater than

the west-bound. The inequality is not nearly so great

as it was a few years ago. but our railroads are now

working on such :1. narrow margin of proﬁt that the

necessity for full and equal loads is very much greater

than it once was.

The increase in east-bound tonnage is quite as sur-

prising as the falling off in West-bound. The crop

conditions would have led us to expect the reverse.

Grain fell off 00,000 tons; ﬂour and mill products more

than 50,000. The movement of these things must

have been almost entirely east-bound. Of other com-

modities whose movement is mainly east-hound, agri-

cultural products and provisions remained substan-

tially ll!lCl18.IJg€li, while animals increased by about

30,000 tone. This leaves an enormous and almost un-

accountable increase on miscellaneous shipments east-

bound——a difference of over 350,000 tons on a total of

little over 2,000,000.

Of distinctively west—bound business we note a re-

duction of nearly one third (255,000 to 180,000) on pig,

bloom, and railroad iron: while other iron also fell

from 569,000 tons to 509,000. These facts are easy

enough to explain on general business conditions.

