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‘building,the

theFitchburgDivisionof theBoston& Maine,between
ShelburneFalls, Mass, and ConwayJunction,about
six miles.

RogersLocomotiveWorks.
A dispatchfromPaterson,datedNov.25,saysthatthe
RogersLocomotiveWorkswill closeDec.1. Onlyabout
300menarenowemployed.It is thoughtin Paterson
thattheed’ortsto arrangefor carryingon theworksby
someothercompanyhavefailed.

EnglishRail Orderfor Carnegie.
The LondonTimesof the27th,accordingto cablere
ports,printscorrespondencewhereinLord GlandHamil
ton,Chairmanof theGreatEasternRailway,explains
thatthecompanywascompelledtoplacea largeorderfor
railsandfishplateswith theCarnegieCompanybecause
thecontractswith English,companieswerein arrears.
He says,also,thatCarnegic'spricewaslowerthanthat
quotedby theEnglishconcerns.

Greenfor All ClearontheAlton.
The Chicago& Alton haschangedall of its fixedsignal
lampssothatgreenis theindicationfor all-clearatnight
on suchsignalsthroughoutthecompany’slines. "Nels"
redglasshasbeenadoptedfor thestopindicationin all
homesignalsand“Nels"yellowfor distantsignals.The
totalnumberof fixedsignalsonthelinesof thecompany,
exclusiveof switchlights,is 423. This includes144
semaphores,44 automaticelectricstopsignalsand 41
automaticelectricdistantsignals. The totalnumberof
distantsignalsis 110. Onfacing-pointswitchesthelamps
showgreenwhentheswitchis setfor themainline,and
red‘whensetfor thesidetrack. Ontrailingswitchesno
lampsareused.

Electricityin AustrianLocomotiveWorks.
The electricalfirmof Gauz& Co.,of Budapest,is in
stallingan electricalplant in the locomotiveworksof
theAustro-HungariauStateRailroadCom-panyat Vi
cnna. There will be a three-phasegeneratorof 300
kilowatts,direct-connectedto a compoundcondensing
steamengine. The generatormakes125revolutionsa
minuteat 200-volttension. For repairwork or minor
workingpurposesa generatorof 60h.p.has beenpro
vided. For thebeginning40motorsof 1f;to30h.p.will
be installed,with a totalcapacityof 400h.p. The ma
chinesin themachineshops,boilershops,foundries,car
pentershopsand erectingshopswill all be drivenby
electricity.The workswill be lightedby 40 are and
250incandescentlamps. Duringthelastyeartheloco
motiveworksat Florisdorf,nearVienna,wereprovided
with electricmotivepower,consistingof two dynamos
of 300h.p.eachandonedynamoof120h.p. The vertical
steamenginesare directcoupledto thedynamos,and
make113revolutionsa minute.

THE SCRAP HEAP.

Notes.
The Cleveland,Cincinnati,Chicago& St. Louis has

advancedthepayof manyor all of its telegraphoper
atorsreceiving$50a monthto $55,andthosereceiving
higherratesareadvancedin aboutthesameproportion.

The RailroadY. M. C. A. of De Soto,Mo., on the
St. Louis,Iron Mountain& Southernis to havea new

railroad companyhaving appropriated
$4,500for the purpose.The citizensof De Sotowill
givea. like amount,and Miss-HelenGouldhasgiven
$1,000for a library.

TraflicNotes.
The West Shorehas

knownas theChicago
at on a newwestbound,train.
xpress. It leavesNewlork at

‘1:15p. m.
At G‘ d P ' t, Ph'l del his, one day_last week

the Briiidlli‘steagiinerBlodsvenpwasloadedwith 156,576
bushelsof cornin 5 hours35minutes.

The New York Centralannouncesthat its 1,000-mile
tickets,soldfor $20andgoodfor bearer,arenowgood
onall thelinesof theBoston& Albany.

The Pennsylvanialineswestof Pittsburghhave_put
on a.new expresstrain to run from Chicagoto Pitts
burgh,468miles,in 12%hours. The train makes12
stops.

The CanadaAtlantic Railway announcesthat the
amountof grain carriedby it from lake vesselsthis
‘ear nearlyall of it presumablyfor export,was 14,
000,000bushels.

The railroadswestof Chicagoin issuingtheirholiday
excursionticketsareallowinglongertimelimitsthanin
formeryears.ThoseforThanksgivingaregoodfromNov.
27toDec.3,inclusive;thoseforChristmas,Dec.22to25.

The Burlingtonroadnowrunsthreefast mail trains
fromChicagowestward.Thethirdis a trainwhichhas
justbeenputonto runto Lincoln,Neb.,555miles,in 12
hours. It leavesChicagoat 8:48a. in. _AtLincoln‘con
nectionis madewith the BurlingtonLine to Billings.
Mont.

The SoutheasternCar ServiceAssociation,covering
thestatesof Georgia,SouthCarolina.andFlorida,has
votedto enforcea storagechargeof onecentperday
per100lbs.on freight

remainingin freighthousesmore
than48 hours. T e regulationswill go into etTecton
Jan. 1.

The railroadsof the WesternPassengerAssociation
on and after Dec. 1 will makea.chargebetweeuall
pointsfor thetransportationin ha gagecarsof bicycles.
tricyclesand baby carriages. ach_article,whether
cratedor not,will be subjectto a minimumchargeas
for 50 lbs. excessbaggage.The minimumchargein
eachcaseis to be25cents.

ThePereMarquetteRailroadis tomakeuseof carrier
pigeonson its six carferriesandon its steamersduring

the comingwinter. The planof’communicatingwith
the shoreby meansof pigeonswas adoptedbecause
of_the dangersof _wiuternavigation,boatsat. times
beingcaughtmtheice,withnowayof sendingfor aid.
\Virelesstelegrophywasexperimentedwith for thispur
pose,butappearsto havebeenfoundnotsatisfactory.

The Lehigh Valley road,after conferenceswith its
employees,hasmadeconsiderableincreasesof thewages
glflgliiligakemen

on
i'é‘fflghtttrains,and

b
ia

s

agreedto allow
emenmore line or ousing t eir en ‘nesat the

endof trips. About200menin theshosgdftheNew
York Centralat DepewstruckonNov. 2 . On the23d.
aftera conferencebetweena.committeeof themenand
the Superintendentof MotivePower, it was reported
thata settlementhadbeenagreedupon.

The iu'uuctionsuitsbrouht by the Illinois Central
andthe azoo Mississippi alleyroadstorestrainthe
RailroadCommissionersof Mississippifrom enforcing
reducedrateson cottonseedhavebeensettled,thecom
missionacceptingthecompromiseofferedby the.iittor
neysfor theroads. The roadsagreeto putcommission
ratesin efiectDec.5. Meantimetheroadshavehauled
_thebulkof thecottonseedcropat theirownpricedur
ing thetwomonthsof litigation,andarewellsatisfied.

The Choctaw,Oklahoma 8
:

Gulf has appointedan
agriculturalcommissioner,with officeat Little Rock.
The dutiesof theagriculturalcommissioner“will beto
createan interestamongthefarmersfor thebetterculti
yation o

f_ thelandbyorganizingfarmers’clubs,imparting
informationastopreparationofsoil,costof seed,methods
of plantingandfindingmarketsfor products.Likewise
theestablishmentof creameries,raisingof poultrvand
preparingsamefor market,growingof fruitandshipping
of same."Thecommissioneris Mr. CharlesWallace.

Press despntchesfrom KansasCity last wcck con
veyedthe_information,in quitepositiveterm, thatrates
on provisionsto theAtlanticseaboardwerebeingcon
stantlycutto verylowfigures,andthattheselowrates
wouldcontinueuntilJan. 1 at least;butthisweekother
reporterslearnthatthere is an improvementin thesitu
ation,andthatthereportsof cuttinglastweekwere.on
the admissionof the complainingrailroadmenthem
selves,exaggerated.The readercan take his choice.
Onetrafllcmansaysthat“provisionratesfromMissouri
Riverpointsarealwaysunsettled."

The InterstateCommerceCom ' sion heldhearings
in ChicagoNov. 19. Oneof the mplaiutswas that
of S. E. Carr, a travelingsalesman.whomade ii con
tractwith theNorthernPacificto haulhis samplecar
for 15 throughfares with stop-overprivileges.The
companydemanded15 localfares,andMr. Carr coni
plains. AnothercomplaintwasagainsttheGreatEast
ern fast freightline. A consigneewhohad‘theclaim
for over-chargewastoldbyeachof therailroadsin the
line that they werenot responsible,and also by the

{nfiiiagement
of the line that it hadno legalresponsi

n y.
A correspondentof the New York Journal of (Form

mercetravelingthroughtheSouthernStatesstatesthat
“it is easilynoticeablethatthedispositionof theSouth
ernpeopletowardstherailroadshasof lateyearsunder
gone a markedchangefromoneof suspicion.if notof
animosity.to oneof friendliness.The gradualabsorp
tion of smallimpoverishedandbadlyservedroadsinto
the greatertrunk systemshas removedmanygriev
auces:andimprovedservicehas increasedlocaltravel
to a markedextent."Thecorrespondentthinksthatthe
cottonmillsof theSouthernStateswill inducetherail
roadsto grantmilling-in—trimsitrates.for thetranspor
tationof cottonfromthefieldsto thefactory,andfor
themanufacturedproductfromthemill to themarket.

NebraskaAnd Its Railroads.
PressdespatchesfromOmahastatethattherailroads

of Nebraskaare now intentlywatchingthepoliticians
of thestate,whoat thenextLegislature,whichmeets
in January,arelikelyto introducea lawreducingfreight
andpassengerrates. It is saidthattheRepublicanlead
ers favora propositionto makea generalreductionof
15percent. The Newberrylaw,whichwasnullifiedby
the SupremeCourt becausethe reductionsorderedby

it wereunreasonablylarge.contemplatedreductionsof
20percent.andmore. TheSupreme_Courtof thestate
lastweekgaveits decisionin thesuit of the railroads
to contestthepowersof theStateBoardof Transpor
tation.andheldthatthelawcreatingthisBoardis un
constitutional.This leavesthestatewithoutany rate
legislationwhatever.The doingsof this Boardduring
thepastfew years,andthepresentstatusof railroad
‘affairsin thestate,arereviewedin theNewYork Even
inpPostasfollows: _

The Boardwascomposedof threeexecutivestateof
ficers,viz..theSecretaryof State,theAuditorandthc
Attorney-General,who werethe responsiblemembers
of theBoard,yet theactiveandactualmemberswere
threesecretariesappointedby the Governor,_so_des_ig'
satedin orderto overcometheConstitutionalinhibition
to creatingstateoflicesother than thosespecifically
namedby theConstitutionof 1875.

Thesesecretarieshavein recentyearsendeavoredto
compeltherailroadsto reducerates,buteveryeffortwas
metby resistancein thecourts. . . TheSupremeCourt
whencom ed of a majorityof _Republicans.decided
theBoard adpowertoregulaterailroadrates;thepres
entSupremeCourt.dominatedby Populists.annulsthe
law,butnotuntil aftertherecentelectionmadecertain
theappointmentof threeRepublicansecretariesinstead
of thethree ecretariesnowholdingoflice. Ever since
thePopulistsgainedtheascendancy,eightor tenyears
ago, successiveLegislatureshavesoughtto passre
strictivemeasuresthat would standthe test of the
StateandFederalcourts.buttheeflortssiguallyfailed.
Laws werefoundby the railroadattorneys,andafter
a.contestin the Federalcourtslastingsix_years,the
railroadswon. The Legislatureto convenein January

is expected‘to passa rallroadragulatioubill, though
there is no‘generalsentimentin the statedemanding
such a law.

The SleepingBroken-ianof Saxony.
Th sleein brakemanof Saxony,who,‘for nearly

18yciirs, la
g

!
iii somethinglike a trance,astheresultof

a railroadaccident,aswerelateda few_monthsago.has
metwith a tragicend; Someof theneighborsreported
thathisconditionwasassumedfor thesake-ofa pension,
andtheyevenpretendedto haveseenhim‘by morning
twilightgetupandmoveaboutthehouse.Thesurgeons
madeexperimentswhichconvincedthemselvesperfectly
that he was actuallyhelpless:but that othersmight
equallybeconvincedtheydecidedtoremovehimto a hos
pital for two weekswherehe wouldbe underobserva
tionall thetime. Whenthemenwentto fetchhim,they
foundhim with a pistolshotthroughhis headandhis
wifehangingto thedoor. The poorwoman,tormented

by theevil tonguesof _herneighbors,hadshothimand
thenhunghimself._This hasbeenoneof themostwon
derfulcasesin surgicalhistory.An electricalcurrentwas
passedthroughthemanwhichwouldhavecompelledany
manin normalconditionto struggleviolently,but this
patientwas_absolutelypassiveunderit. Neitherdidhe
maketheslightestmovementwhenneedleswerestuck
into his legs_orthesolesof his feet. Only whenhis
cheekwasprickedtherewas a slightcontractionof his
forehead.Manyeffortsweremadetoflexhiskneejoints,
butalwaysin vain. And this lastedfor 18years.

BridgeMaterialfor theDutchEastIndies.
_TheColonialMinistryof The Hague,Holland,invites

bidsfor thesuperstructureof 95bridgesonnarrowgage
lineson theislandsof Java andSumatra;furtherfor
thesuperstructureof 18bridgesonstandardgagelines
onthesomeislands.TheMinistryis alsoin themarket
for rails, sleeers and othertrack material. Messrs.
.\yh_olf_of 18.‘obelstruut,The Hague,Holland,supply
particulars.
RoumaniaiiRail Imports.
_ Duringthe_ycur1899theimportsof ironandsteelrails
intoRoumauinamountedto11,680tonsvaluedat 1,868-
82bfrancs.GreatBritainsupplied5,972tonsat 955,585
francs;Germany,2,110tonsat 337,622francs;Belgium,
1.ti19-tonsat 259.193francs,andAustria-Hungary,1,043
l\_.lll8‘at166,998francs. The restcamefrom France.
.\othiugwascontributedby theUnitedStates. There
arenow1,932milesof railroadopenin Roumania,and
thereare77milesunder‘constructionand360milesunder
survey.
Train Robberyin Arkansas.

A pusscugertrainof theSt. Louis,Iron Mountain &

Southernwasstoppedbyrobbersat Gilford,Ark.,onthe
nightof Nov.11andtheexpresscarwasrobbedof several
hundreddollars(oneaccountsays$15,000).It is said
that therewerefiverobbersiii thegang. Theyapplied
dynamitefour timesto thethroughsafe,but failedto
blow it open. The expresscar wascompletelywrecked
by theexplosion.
TheBritih PneumaticRailwaySignalCompany.

This is the nameof the companywhichhas been
formedin England,asalreadyannouncedin theRailroad
Gazette,to introducein GreatBritain andtheBritish
Coloniesthe low pressurepneumaticinterlockingap
paratusfor switchesandsignals,which,in thiscountry.
is madeb‘ theStandardRailroadSignalCompany,oi‘
Troy,N. ., aslicenseeof thePneumaticRailwaySignal
Company,of Rochester.We understandthatthestock
of theBritishcompanyhasalreadybeensubscribedflllll
that theconcernhasbegunbusiness.Stepshavebeen
takento formcompaniesto makeandsellthelowpres
sureapparatusin Germanyllll(lAustria.
Instructionof TrainmenontheLackawanna.

The Delaware,Lackawanna& \Vesternhasissuedto
its employeesa circularannouncingthat the Interna
tionalCorrespondenceSchoolsof Scrantonhavebeenan
thorizedtoinstructsuchemployeesasmaydesire,in me
chanicalandcivilengineering,bridgeengineering,steam
and electricalengineering,mineengineeringand coal
mining,locomotiverunning,mechanicaldrawing,draft
ing, paintingand train management.The coursesin
cludelocomotiveconstruction,maintenance.careand
running(simpleandcompound);theconstruction,test
ing andoperationof theWestinghouseandNew York
air-brakes,and the Westinghousetrain air-signaling
system;train rules governingmovementof trainson
singleanddoubletrack,includingteleraphictrain or
ders,andrulesgoverningfixed»signalsautomatic,block
and interlocking).The coursefor emloyeesin train
andyardserviceembraces.thetrain rues,signalrules,
trainordersandfixedsignals;air-brakes,train air-sig
nal,carheating.etc. The trainrulesandrulesgovern<
ingtheblocksystemarethoseformulatedbytheAmeri
can Railway Association.and soonto be adoptedby
theLackawanna.Oneof theCorrespondenceSchools‘
instructioncarswill soongoovertheroad.
ElectricTractionin NewYork.

PresidentVreelnnd,of the MetropolitanStreetRail
way Go.,announcedlast weekthat the work of con
i'ertin themotivepowerof theBroadway,Lexington
and lumbusavenuelinesfrom cableto the under
groundelectricsystemwas completed.The railroad
companywill wait untilspring,however,beforereplae
ingthecablecarsbythoseequippedfor thenewsystem.
The runningof electriccarson 42dstreetandthein
stallationof theundergroundsystemonBroadway,Lex
ingtonand Columbusavenues,completethe changes
plannedfor thisyear. The company‘will nextimprove
thetransitfacilitiesonEighthand euthavenues.

WidespreadWindstorm.
On Nov.21and22dama e wasdoneby windstorms

at manyplacesthroughout1
:

2 Easternandcentralpor
tionsof the United States. In NorthernlNewYork
Statemiinyfreightcarshadtheirroofsblownoff. At
Tonawanda,N. Y., thousandsof dollarsdamagewas
donein thelumberyards. At ColoradoSprings,001.,
the velocityof the wind was85 milesan hour; tele
graphand telephonelines werewrecked,and many
streetcarswereoverturned.On theplainsthemove
mentof railroadtrainswasgreatlyinterferedwith by
driftingsand. The stormwas unaccompaniedby rain
or snow,andthe sandstormwassimilarin its nature
andeflectsto thesandstormsof Arizona.

NinePassengersKilled in Germany.
The assener train disasternearOffenbach,Hesse,

report in t e pressdespatchesof Nov. 9
,

provesto
havebeena rearcollisionon a linewherespace-interval
regulationswerein effect.The foremosttrainwasone
travelingfromBerlinto Frankfort-on-the-Main,andthe
ninepassengerswereburnedto death. The englneman
of this train, in a densefog,run past.thesignalat a

blockstationmorethanthe lengthof the train. He
stoppedas soonas possibleandbackedup;but by the
timehe gotbackto the'cabinthesignaluiauhadper
mitted a secondtrain to comeon fromthe stationin
therear,andthecollisionensued.Therearcarwasone
of the modernPrussian parlorcars.‘whosecompart
ments penon a sidepassage,andwhichis enteredat
theen s, likeAmericancars. The shockwrenchedthe
compartmentdoorsso that theycouldnot be opened;
it holewas suckedin the gas-holdernnderneath‘the
car,fromwhichthestronglycomressedas issuedin a
longstream,whichtookfire an immediatelyset that
carandin a shorttimethenextonein flames.In tho
rearcar thepassengerscouldnotgetoutof thedoors
of the compartments,and those who were rescued
escapedthroughthewindows.It wouldbediflicultto
saywhich is thegreater,the_recklessnessof theengine
manin hackingintothesection h

e hadvacated,or the
stupidityof thesigualmanin admittingthesecondtrain.
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