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the Fitchburg Division of the Boston & Maine, between
Shelburne Falls, Mass., and Conway Junction, about
six miles.
Rogers Locomotive Works.

A dispatch from Paterson, dated Nov. 25, says that the
Rogers Locomotive Works will close Dec. 1. Only about
300 men are now employed. It is thought in Paterson
that the efforts to arrange for carrying on the works by
some other company have failed.

English Rail Order for Carnegie.

The London Times of the 27th, according to cable re-
ports, prints correspondence wherein Lord Claud Hamil-
ton, Chairman of the Great Eastern Railway, explains
that the company was compelled to place a large order for
rails and fish plates with the Carnegic Company because
the contracts with English. companies were in arrears.
He says, also, that Carnegie’s price was lower than that
quoted by the English concerns.

Green for All Clear on the Alton.
‘The Chicago & Alton has changed all of its fixed signal
lamps so that grcen is the indication for all-clear at night
on such signals throughout the company’s lines. ‘“Nels”
red glass has been adopted for the stop indication in all
home signals and “Nels” yellow for distant signals. The
total number of fixed signals on the lines of the pany,

the coming winter,
the shore by means of pigeons was adopted because
of the dangers of winter navigation, boats at times
being caught in tlL:e ice, with no way of sending for aid.

ireless Yy was d with for this pur-
pose, but appears to have been found not satisfactory.

The Lehigh Valley road, after conferences with its
em]lmjloyees. has made considerable increases of the wages
of brakemen on freight trains, and has agreed to allow
englnemel‘l more time for housing their engines at the
end of trips. About 200 men in the shops of the New
York Central at Depew struck on Nov. 22. On the 234,
after a conference between a committee of the men and
the Superintendent of Motive Power, it was reported
that a settlement had been agreed upon.

The injunction suits brought by the Illinois Central
E,nq'thej ?‘zoo & L_Ilsslsaippfi N;alley roads to restrain the
[} ississippi from i
reduced rates on cottonseed have been settled, the com-
mission scceptmg the compromise offered by the .attor-
neys for the roads. The roads agree to put commission
rates in effect Dec. 5. Meantime the roads have hauled
the bulk of the cottonseed crop at their own price dur-
ing the two months of litigation, and are well satisfied.

The Choctaw, Oklahoma & Gulf hae appointed an
agricultural commissioner, with office at Little Rock.
he duties of the agricultural commissioner “will be to
create an interest among the farmers for the better culti-
vation of the land by organizing farmers’ clubs, imparting
information as to preparation of soil, cost of seed, methods
4()‘5 planting and finding markets for products. Likewise
e

exclusive of switch lights, is 423. This includes 144
semaphores, 44 automatic electric stop signals and 41
automatic electric distant signals. The total number of
distant signals is 110. On facing-point switches the lamps
show green when the switch is set for the main line, and
red ‘when set for the side track. On trailing switches no
iamps are used,

Electricity in Austrian Locomotive Works.
The electrical firm of Ganz & Co., of Budapest, is in-
stalling an electrical plant in the locomotive works of
the Austro-Hungarian State Railroad Company at Vi-
enna. There will be a three-phase generator of 300
kilowatts, direct d to a d densi
stcam engine. The generator makes 125 revolutions a
wminute at 200-volt tension. For repair work or minor
‘working purposes a generator of 60 h.p. has been pro-
vided. For the beginning 40 motors of 3 to 30 h.p. will
be installed, with a total capacity of 400 h.p. The ma-
chines in the machine shops, boiler shops, foundries, car-
penter shops and erecting shops will all be driven by
electricity. The works will be lighted by 40 arc and
250 incandescent lamps. During the last year the loco-
motive works at Florisdorf, near Vienna, were provided
with electric motive power, consisting of two. dynamos
of 300 h.p. each and one dynamo of 120 h.p. The vertical
steam engines are direct coupled to the dynamos, and
make 113 revolutions a minute.

THE SCRAP HEAP.

Notes.

The Oleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis has
advanced the pay of many or all of its telegraph oper-
ators receiving $50 a month to $55, and those receiving
higher rates are advanced in about the same proportion.

The Railroad Y. M. C. A. of De Soto, Mo., on the
St. Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern is to have a new
‘building, the railroad company having appropriated
$4,500 for the purpose. The citizens of De Soto will
give a like amount, and Miss Helen Gould has given
$1,000 for a library.

Traffic Notes.

The West Shore has
_known as the Chicago
1:16 p. m.

" At Girard Point, Philadelphia, one day last week
the British steamer Blodwen was loaded with 156,576
bushels of corn in 5 hours 35 minutes.

The New York Central announces that its 1,000-mile
tickets, sold for $20 and good for bearer, are now g

on all the lines of the Boston & Albany.

The Pennsylvania linee west of Pittsburgh have put
on a new express train to run from Chicago to Pitts-
burgh, 468 miles, in 121 hours. The train makes 12
stops.

The Canada Atlantic Railway announces that the
amount of grain carried by it from lake vessels this

ear, nearly all of it presumably for export, was 14,-
();00,600 bushels.

The railroads west of Chicago in issuing their holiday
excur:ion tickets are allowing iong.er time limits than in
former years. Those for Thanksgiving are
27 to Dec. 8, inclusive ; those for Christmas, Dec.

The Burlington road now runs three fast mail trains
from Chicagogwestwnrd. The third is a train which has
just beenI plut on t(o)hrun to lé.igczlsxz, Neb., 55:5 mll,lcc: n‘nen]ﬁz

. It leaves icago at 8:48 a. m. ~con-
nggtrion is made with the Burlington Lioe to Billings,
Mont.

The Southeastern Car Service Association, covering
the states of Georgia, South Oarolina and Florida, has
voted to enforce a storage charge of one cent per day
per 100 Ibs. on freight remaining in freight houses more
than 48 hours. The regulations will go into effect on
Jan. 1.

ilronds of the Western Passenger Aswoclation
un"_n;:dmnlttg‘ll' Dec. 1 will make a charge. between all

ut on a_new westbound train,
xpress. It leaves New York at

good from Nov.
to 25.

t of creameries, raising of poultr‘\' and
preparing same for mquet, growing of fruit and shipping
of same.” The commissioner is Mr. Charles Wallace.

Press despatches from Kansas City last week con-
veyed the information, in quite positive terms, that rates
on provisions to the Atlantic seaboard were being con-
stantly cut to very low figures, and that these low rates
would continue until Jan. 1 at least; but this week other
reporters learn that there is an improvement in the situ-
ation, an@ r.hut the reports of cutting last week were, on
the ad of the i railroad men them-
selves, exaggerated. The reader can take his choice,

ne trafic man says that “provision rates from Missouri
River points are always unsettled.”

. The Interatate Commerce Commijgssion held hearings
in Chicago Nov. 19. One of the ®mplaints was that
of 8. E. Carr, a traveling salesman, who made a con-
tract with the Northern Pacific to haul his sample car
for 15 through farer with stop-over privileges. The
company demanded 15 local fares, and Mr. Carr com-
plains. Another complaint was against the Great East-
ern fast freight line. A consignee who had the claim
for over-charge was told by each of the railroads in the
line that they were not responsible, and also by the
Ir’x;ﬂxtlyngement of the line that it had no legal responsi-
ility.

A correspondent of the New York Journal of Com-
merce traveling through the Southern States states that
“it is easily noticeable that the disposition of the South-
ern people towards the railroads has of late years under-
gone a marked change from one of suspicion, if not of
animosity, to one of friendliness, The gradual absorp-
tion of small impoverished and badly served roads into
the greater trunk systems has removed many griev-
ances; and improved service has increased local travel
to a marked extent.” The correspondent thinks that the
cotton mills of the Southern States will induce the rail-
roads to grant milling-in-transit rates, for the transpor-
tation of cotton from the fields to the factory, and for
the manufactured product from the mill to the market.

Nebraska And Its Railroads.

Press despatches from Omaha state that the railroads
of Nebraska are now intently watching the politicians
of the state, who at the next Legislature, which meets
in January, are likely to introduce a law reducing freight
and passenger rates. It is said that the Republican lead-
ers favor a proposition to make a ggnernl reduction of
15 per cent. The Newberry law, which was nullified by
the Supreme Court because the reductions ordered by
it were bly large, lated r ot
20 per cent. and more. The Supreme Court of the state
last week gave its decision in_the suit of the railroads
to contest the powers of the State Board of Transpor-
tation. and held that the law creating this Board is un-
constitutional. This leaves the state without any rate
legislation whatever. ngs of this Board urmg

The_doi:
the past few years, and the present status of railroa

‘affairs in the state, are reviewed in the New York Even-

ing Post as follows:

The Board was composed of three executive state of-
ficers, viz., the Secretary of State, the Auditor and the
Attorney-General, who were the responsible members
of the Board, yet the active and actual members were
three secretaries appointed by the Governor, so desig-
nated in order to overcome the Constitutional inhibition
to creating state offices other than those specifically
named by the Constitution of 1875.

These secretaries have in recent years endeavored to
compel the railroads to reduce rates, but every effort was
met by resistance in the courts . . . The Supreme Court
when composed of a majority of Republicans, decided
the Board m power to regulate railroad rates; the pres-
ent Supreme Court, dominated by Populists, annuls the
law, but not until after the recent election made 'certaln
the appointment of three Republican gecretaries instead
of the three secretaries now holding office. Bver since
the Populists gained the ascendancy, eight or ten years
ago, successive Legislatures have sought to pass re-
strictive measures that would stand the test of the
State and Federal courts, but the efforts signally failed.
Laws were found by the railroad attorneys; and after
a contest in the Federal courts lasting six years, the

The plan of communicating with .

bﬂ the evil tongues of her neighbors, had shot him and
then hung himself. This has been one of the most won-
derful cases in surgical history. An electrical current was
passed through the man which would have compelled any
man in normal condition to strugglé violently, but this
patient was absolutely passive under it. Neither did he
make the slightest movement when needles were stuck
into his legs or the soles of his feet. Only when his
cheek was pricked there was a slight contraction of his
forehead. Many efforts were made to flex his knee joints,
but always in vain. And this lasted for 18 years.

Bridge Material for the Dutch East Indies.

The Colonial Ministry of The Hague, Holland, invites
bids for the superstructure of 85 bridges on narrow gage
lines on the islands of Java and Sumatra; further for
the superstructure of 18 bridges on standard gage lines
on the same islands. The Ministry is also in the market
for rails, sleepers and other track material. Messrs.
Nyhoff, of 18 Nobelstraat, The Hague, Holland, supply
particulars.

Roumanian Rail Imports.

. During the year 1899 the imports of iron and steel rails
into Roumania amounted to 11,680 tons, valued at 1,86%,-
826 francs. Great Britain supplied 5,972 tons at 955,585
francs; Germang, 2,110 tons at 337,622 francs; Belgium,
1,619 tons at 259,193 francs, and Austria-Hungary, 1,043
tons at 166,998 francs. The rest came from Krance.
Nothing was contributed by the United States. There
are now 1,932 miles of railroad open in Roumania, and
there are 77 miles under construction and 360 miles under
survey.

Train Robbery in Arkansas.

A passenger train of the St. Louis, Iron Mountain &
Southern was stopped by robbers at Gifford, Ark., on the
night of Nov. 11 and the express car was robbed of several
hundred dollars (one account says §15, It is said
that there were five robbers in the gang. They applied
dynamite four times to the through safe, but failed to
blow it open. The express car was completely wrecked
by the explosion.

The British Pneumatic Railway Signal Company.

Thig is _the name of the company which has been
formed in England, as already announced in the Railroad
Gazette, to introduce in Great Britain and the British
Colonies the low pressure pneumatic interlocking ap-

aratus for switches and signals, which, in this country,
is made by the Standard Railroad Signal Company, of
Troy, N. Y., as licensee of the Pneumatic Railway Signal
Company, of Rochester. We understand that the stock
of the British company has already been subscribed and
that the concern has begun business. Steps have been
taken to form companies to make and sell the low pres-
surc apparatus in Germany and Austria.

Instruction of Trainmen on the Lackawanna.

The Delaware, Lackawanna & Western has issued to
its y a circular ing that the Interna-
tional Cor e d Schools of S have been au-
thorized to instruct such employees as may desire, in me-
chanical and civil i ing, bridge i i steam
and electrical engineering, mine engineering and_coal
mining, locomotive running, mechanical drawing, draft-
ing, painting and train management. The courses in-
clude locomotive construction, maintenance, care and
running (simple and compound); the construction, test-
ing and operation of the Westinghouse and New York
air-brakes, and the estinghouse train air-signaling
system; train rules governing movement of trains on
single and double track, including telegraphic train or-
ders, and rules governing fixed signals (automatic, block
and interlocking). e course for employees in train
and yard service embraces the train rules, signal rules,
train orders and fixed signals; air-brakes, train air-sig-
nal, car heating. etc. The train rules and rules govern-

.ing the block system are those formulated by the Ameri-

can Railway Association, and soon to be adopted by
the Lackawanna. One of the Correspondence Schools’
instrnetion cars will soon go over the road.

Electric Traction in New York.

President Vreeland,. of the Metropolitan Street Rail-
way Qo., announced last week that the work of con-
verting the motive power of the Broadway, Lexington
and lumbus avenue lines from cable to the under-
ground electric system was completed. The railroad
company will wait until spring, however, before replac-
ing the cable cars by those equipped for the new system.
The running of electric cars on 42d street and the in-
stallation of the underground system on Broadway, Lex-
ington and Columbus avenues, complete the changes
planned for this year. The company will next improve
the transit facilities on Eighth and Tenth avenues.

Widespread Windstorm.

On Nov. 21 and 22 damage was done by windstorms
at many places throughout the Eastern an ceptral T-
tions of the United States. In Northern New York
State many freight cars had their roofs blown off. At
Tonawanda, N. Y., thousands of dollars damage was
done in the lumber yards. At Colorado Springs, Col.,
the velocity of the wind was miles an hour; tele-
graph and telephone lines were wrecked, and many
street cars were overturned. On the plains the move-
ment of railroad trains was greatly interfered with by
drifting sand. The storm was unaccompani y I
or snow, and the sandstorm was similar in its nature
and effects to the sandstorms of Arizona.

Nine Passengers Killed in Germany.

The passenger train disaster near Offenbach, Hesse,
reported in tge press despatches of Nov. 9, proves to
have been a rear collision on a line where space-interval
regulations were in effect. e foremost train was one
traveling from Berlin to Frankfort-on-the-Main, and the
were burned to death. The engineman

. slature to com n
{:imlg‘ev;ql:o pnls In.‘eg’nllmd.r lation bill, thongh
there - is no’ general sentiment in he state demanding

such a law.

The Sleeping Brakeman of Saxony. no: ,

sleeping hrakeman of Saxony, who, for nearly
181;!3“!1. 1.% i{-n something like a trance, as the resunlt of
a railroad accident, as we related a few months ago, has
met with a tragic end: Some of the neighbors reported
that his condition was assumed for the sake of a pension,
and they even pretended to have seen him by morning

oints for the transportation in baggage cars of 'y y
g‘icycles and baby carriages. ach article, ‘whether
crated or not, will be subject to a minimum charge as
for 50 lbs. excess baggage. The minimum charge in
each case is to be 25 cents.

The Pere Marquette Rallroad is to make use of carrier
pigeoens on its :ig car ferries and on its steamers during

Google

ilight get up and move about the house. The surgeohs
g;‘“e‘h e p which convinced th )} perfectly
that he was actually helpless: but that others might

ually be convinced they decided to remove him to a hos-
pital for two weeks where he would be under observa-
tion all the time. When the men went to fetch him, they
found him with a pistol shot through his head and his
wife hanging to the door. The poor woman, tormented

nine

of this train, in a dense fog, ran past the signal at a
block station more than the lengath of the train. He
stopped as soon as possible and backed up; but by the
time he got back to the cabin the signalman had per-
mitted o second train to come on from the station in
the rear, and the collision ensued. The rear car was one
of the modern Prussian parlor cars, whose compart-
ments open on a side passage, and which is entered at
the ends, like American cars. ‘he shock wrenched the
compartment doors so that they could not be opened;
a hole was punched in the gas-holder underneath the
car, from which the strongly com) rg!sed as issued in a
long stream, which took fire an immediately set that
car and in & short time the next one in flames. In the
rear car the passengers could not get out of the doors
of the compartments, and those who were rescued
escaped through the windows. It would be difficult to
say which is the greater, the recklessness of the engine-
man in backing into the section he had vacated, or the
stupidity of the signalman in admitting the second train.
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