GENERAL NEWS SECTION

THE SCRAP H EAP.

The Mexican Railway and the lnteroceanic

of Mexico have decided to abolish the use of

round trip tickets because so many of them

get into the hands of scalpers.

On the New York, New Haven 8: Hartford

an order has been issued forbidding the sale

(by news dealers) of cigars and cigarettes

in the passenger stations.

Along the line of the Pennsylvania Rail-

road west of Harrisburg there is a drought

so severe that at 20 or more places tempor-

ary engines have had to be put in to pump

water from streams to supply the locomo-
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tives.

The widow of Mr. S. M. Ga Nun, who was I

killed in the rear collision in the Fourth

avenue tunnel, New York City, Jan. 8, 1902,

has recovered a verdict of $35,000 against

the railroad company in the Supreme Court

of New York. Mr. Ga Nun died 18 months

after the collision. He was 51 years old and

had an income of more than $10,000 a year.

The report of inspector Duval on a re-

cent collision on the Grand Trunk at East-

wood, Ont., in which ﬁve persons were killed,

is to the effect that it was caused by over-

work on the part of the brakeman and con-

ductor, both of whom had been on continu-

ous duty for 32 hours. These men were re-

sponsible for not setting a switch after let-

ting their train into the siding. Both men

were killed in the collision.

A circular issued by the Transcontinental

Passenger Association giving the results of

the handling of the tickets sold in connec-

tion with the conventions of the Knights

Templar and Odd Fellows at San Francisco

in September, shows that’ 21,000 tickets were

validated, representing a revenue to the

railroads of at least $1,050,000. The effect-

ive work of the bureau is shown in the

statement that 120 tickets were conﬁscated

by the joint agencies and 95 were conﬁscated

on trains.

When the new power interlocking of the

Long Island Railroad at Long Island City

was put in use on Monday of last week the

men who had been trained to handle the

machine proved unable to carry out the

movements with the necessary ceierity, and

trains were badly delayed for several days:

and the company ﬁnally had to restore in-

dividual switch working, putting a man at

each switch or crossover, as was the prac-

tice during the time that the interlocking

was being put in. The new levermen had

had six weeks’ training, but when the test

came they seemed, in the language of one

of the oﬂlcers of the road, to have “lost their

conﬁdence“; and, as the number of train

movements at this terminal is very large,

the slight delays occasioned by the men's

inexperience soon amounted in the aggre-

gate to hours, for many of the trains, and

thousands of suburban passengers were com-

pelled to take street cars to reach their

homes. It appears that in addition to other

difﬁculties it was found that the yard was
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road men is not always the same. Where

railroads have not been equipped with the

safety appliances which advanced practice

calls for, the fault generally lies not with

the manager but with his directors who have

failed to act upon his best judgment. Some

managers who deprecate the necessity of pub

lic intrusion in the administrative affairs

of the railroad would be disposed favorably

toward Congressional action because such ac-
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tion wouid give weight to their recommenda-

tions to their directorates.

Whenever the legislative body undertakes

to prescribe formula of safety or enters

speciﬁcally into the administrative affairs of

a concern conducted under private auspices,

there is always danger of mistakes being

made. The policy of the government hith-

erto has been largely to lodge the responsi-

bility for neglect against the corporation and

leave it to its own devices in making proper

precautions. Yet, it must be admitted that

the law requiring automatic couplers and air-

brakes on cars has worked well.—Wall

Street Journal.

G. P. A. of a New Breed.

The Boston & Northern and the Old Colony

street railroads of Massachusetts have com-

bined in the establishment of a passenger

agency, and the office of the passenger agent

is at 309 Washington street, as big as life——

that is to say, as imposing as the numerous

passenger ofilces of the steam railroads which

are to be found in that locality. The passen-

ger agent is Mr. Robert H. Derrah, long

known as an enterprising promoter of ex-

cursions, amusement resorts, and other

things by which city and interurban electric

railroads stimulate their business. Mr.

Derrah was the ﬁrst man to work up in-

terest in trolley trips from Boston to New

York, and he has done much to promote busi-

ness at seashore resorts north and south of

Boston. The railroads which he now repre-

sents extend from Nashua, N. 1-1., to New-

port, R. l.; they operate 800 miles and con-

nect 22 cities which, with the intermediate

towns, have a population of over two mil-

lions.

~ Rebates to the “Trusts."

The Interstate Commerce Commission, in

an opinion by Commissioner Prouty, has

given its decision on “Divisions of Joint

Rates and Other Allowances to Terminal

Railroads." This decision refers to terminal

roads in or near Chicago connecting the

plants of the International Harvester Com-

pany and the United States Steel Corpora-

tion (popularly known, respectively, as the

Harvester Trust and the Steel Trust) with

roads leading to all sections of the country.

The Commission holds that it is unlawful for

any carrier to grant excessive divisions of

rates to another carrier owned by a shipper,

for the purpose of securing the traﬁic of that

