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M AT IRVESTICATION OF AX ACOIDENT WHICH OCOURRX

TLLINOTS GHTRAL RAILNOAD NEAR
ON DECRMBIR 18, i

On Daossber 16, 17480, there win . penr-sad colliston
bagwean two 13 0% onginer on sho Lllinoia Condra)l Rallroad
naar Villo Ridge, Ild., zosulting in the death of 1 employas
and dnjury °F 6 employecs. After investignsion the Chief of
the Burean of Tafety meports aa followsl

™o Contendin Distriet of the OB, Loude Divialon,
on whioh this s0fident coourred is » doubloe-UFaok line ORe
fapding hotween Centzalion and Hoands, Ill., s distanes of
105,04 miles ovor which Szoin sovemanbts ¥s poverned by tise
Rable, tealn ordero ol sy wbosatlo blook signal systom.

Tilis sauidant oc0surfed ahout Bhres-—mapbars of o
rile saush of Vills RiGg, the fizst ststion north of MHounds,
ahi J3eB piles distant thevefrem. Apprunshing the point of
aogldent Zrom the north and beylaning a8 oile posk 383, Just
aerth of Tila Ridgo atadion, there ia o ledepmes: guzve 0
tha right about 1700 faat long Lfollowad by » t.aypent about
870 fadh long $o o S-degrse 30 nintts owrve tu the lef¥) the
goiliclion coturrsd on thisz curve abmut 118G feot fron ite
Borth end, Appyosshin: the poin% of avoldont fzon the south

tnore 49 o I-dagtes Dd-minuto ourve $o the 1glt 130 Lead Jong,

followald by » tanpent 770 feet lomg, luadin: to tha S-degres
SO-pinnte ourvs abiove mentionsd, 300 fest Lrom (1w asouth end
of whieh the acollent
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Biarting at HAle Post 353 north of Vilds Rldge anid
Froseoding sputh, the grade varlas from A% %o G780 osound-
Lgs Por o Mstande of spproxiedsly o sile $o b eumdy of
the ridge; sfter pasclos he musit of the zidze the grals is
sonk lrously destandilng to wha north Srossover of Hounde Y,
Rolpor sn ne service ia rsinsnined for the purpond of asaide
Ang northbmsl t2ndns out of Mounds $o0 Ville Ridpe, the jwaotioe
bein: for helpor engines o ous off o8 Vills Ridge, oross vyar
ik return o Hownds on she sguthbound ook

The mngines lnvelved in thie aopident wove Ro. 1706
snd Be. 016, Bo. 1750 wan & #oal angine haaling $voin Bo, 71,

5 sputhbound tise f2olshe frow Gumbtralise $o Hourmiao, Wo. 906
waa 4 oAl engine in servlos s & helpar o pacher ous of Bowsds,

Tzain Ho, 71, oonalating of snclns 1706, 54 loadel and
1T empty oabn o o Paboons, 108 Cantyalis, ot 4 pem,, in ohnrge
of Conduttor Ralstur and Pnginewan Jomos. On ascommt of o
Lrersn rall this tealn e {lagesd newr Pulaski, 4 wilor gorh
of Tills Ridge. Pulling ovor the broksn goll alowiy reevenbed
the wmod ran fox ths hidl3; the szaln salisd nasr Yills Ridge,
and 4% Duoem negessazy to doublae The first 40 gaxa ware
oub of7 md faken inte Hownds, the Fear end of tho t¥als belng
1ef% on the southbound sain 246k wikh $he hesd ¢ W oz &
esr Langtha polth of $in evossever loostod on She mnin Yadk
sirubh of Vills Ridge atation. This 02osspver is Sho oD POQU-
Laxly wasl by She orewas on hadpor snpings o OPunsvwey o the
avubhionmt midn and posurn o Hounde al%or helping norbhibount
teidne up the hill Yo Tillo Riduwe,
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Afser sngdne 1799 Wi dlspeessd of the henil apd of
i%a tradn, 1% hasked cut on 8¢ the soubhbouni maln tEaek and
sisrbed nozth to return for dhe remd antl of Lbs timin and &b
1,30 aetie, Whille rewing baekwazds acainet sho durrent of Sl
£i0 <t & aeed eatinded by the avew ot 8 oF 10 mileg an hnuw,
it onllided with encine Mo. #)8.

Eagine Bo, B10, in ohoxge of Contaetor Baldwin and
Prpivarey: Read, 1af% Younds Yard a6 10,240 aese; with instmase
wiens os Lollowst

Agslet Tabra 1701 to Villa Ri sad raburm
to Mosnd fox anotha? LonRAge TEALR

Sagsng Mol U368, Pher shovin: extea 1781 o Tills Ridge as
jnabruatal, supked Shoemi i the opednowar o roeturn o ARG

on e seuthbeml oall $EeE, and a6 1.AD sarte, shdle Baeking
st o upacd R24Blnrchod %o Pows bean 5 or € nilaes @ bour el lided
whtu onghne No. 3700, The weathoer ab the tiee s odony and
abied, and A% wos Wbt soonliidt.

Pua onsdnean on Ho. 230 mas addlaed, Both engines
renainnd on she Fodlae  The temler of eagine L6 was driven
inss the ool whish ans of weoddn econdinuebion, ani the oab
win Se8aliy demolisied., Ia tendar ond frmw weee peagtiendly
Gootzoyed; the tvusis wars brokam Aooss from the tonday i
Ariven wy wiklar tne sab, The Sonder of enpine 1758 wia dxiwen
Lato ¥hw aal, «hish, belng of sheel oomabPugtion, wha net bally

dactds  Tee tonder anl freme werze hent te some ostent fe
W Bhe engdne £20w uncar the axpe. The fores of the eollialon
drove sngiae GA6 we geade fox o ddatanoe of 000 fevh. Tile
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Zagh ani the £h0% thas the donege wne prinagdpclly sustained
¥y tide smolne seens geneluskye evidamos $had $ho mia of
spaed of andns 1780 s suoh grester than $he easimsss glven.
Combaator Brlskar on $23in No. 73, enginae 1VH6, staged
tlat ohen Lia tradn was Flagoed by senek man Just south of
Puliakd, the firat ontion nordh of Tilla Ridgs, the aslgnad
i %04 LA Lbexe s s breken #edl, I sugoeatad that 18
ol be ol 230 Zor the SEadn %o pull slosly ovar 1% Hos
71 ald me o skalisd nosx TAlla Ridgpe. Goaduotor Eaistex
ahobed thot La oub of ¢ forky asar and Seok then to Mouwis,
locwing the rasy of his tradn ohoapding norbh oF $he orMastver,
the hesd gar of thwe resx pertion pedng shout 5 er S0 on¥
lengdho noeth of She Orowsover and thewe bednp me lighd on
e nend and of Lhe rpesy portion. Tagine 1700 was zetumming

onh Bhe sann Lraok, ¥he southbound mafn, fox the pecy eml of
$het $aadn <bam 13 oolilded with pudhar englne 916, i
Zodavar stokad he 433 ro¥ know that a perthbownd $¥ain ma
botay ol oud of Beumslsy whiils ho sas pulhing weny the hoad
amad oF hig teade, et e 434 kmow 1% maa fxequontly dems sad
in gnass of thig hand, 4% 1= the pmastiss for the pushar o

wae he sadhbound $Pusk i 3 eturn So Nounds. He stolad Shab
ha veoch no (Eeeauticns Lo prokoent dhis owossewar at Villa Rldgs

throt b Wil bbe helpoy zetwms on the soulhbount Srsek. Be
saddl Shat e bal mada Shin double ak warilous tines and had nevex
foulnd Whe Grossower itk & gax wor left & flapes bo proteddt
A6, Ho asdd Bhok wiale bascking v fron Nouwsls $owadd She pony
of ths Srein, he wae moh ¥iiin: whares he oould ese Ehe Wrnak,
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bus estlmabad the spoed of tha angine of aboud alght o tan
gilen an hour. Tz esdd thexs waz & rad Light on the Sender
of anglne 17598 and 3he desk 1ih% in She aul wae Dayning.

Enginenman Jones on Wo. 71, saglng 1700, statod they
hin $raln mas flagped Dy STaokesn south of Pulnakl and laker
it atalled on ¥ills Ridge hill. The traln wan ous in twe and
the ol end baken %o Mounds Yard snd put wasy. A red 1188
wrd pladed on whe pesyr of the temier, s Llishb in the onh
was burnin, and e sngine woa baoking northoaad an the soulle
botnd main X0k %0 oot the rane of itk traln whon 4% collidad
with pualiar 938. The mmpinewen gbatad thnk he lmew that no
Tlagmsn brd boon lef% st $hq orossovs? sl no ouzye wers leflt
fouling 1%, He sold that the aoedl of his enpine was hetwesn
#i% and ton milee an hour o8 the time of the oollislen, end
shatod that ha oaw the porshibound traln with englne 906 sa
& pusher leaving Hoewnwis as he ess beinging in the hewl and
Al his syain.

Boad Brakaman Blasr on Ho., 73 stated that afber his
txoin stallied st Villa Rudpe ha pede she hest end inke Nounds
L order to dhrow the mwisghes. The hnal end wees pud awvay and
engine ATHG was rubuening 1ioht for 9w rest of $he tealn
smon the oollision ocoouxrred. Thins engine wne Hhagking noeriie
ward on the asvuibbouns =ain sryook, Tha deok 1i7ht in the
a¢ab waa buPninge abl thers was a Zed licht on the rese ande
Ths brohenmun shuited thsk be hal dopbled tho hill sevszal
Singe i never laft any oeagn Yo foul the @rossover. He

shabid that Just bafore hw oollision ocoourrsd he wes looking
pack, s saw acthing of she appPesdhlong SRCing.
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Condugtor Baldwin on ensine D18 abated that his
enging Mol showed extes 1780 iato Villa Ridge, @nd had ine
shiruablions t¢ paturn Go Nowwds for snother teain. Ho eald
thett of Ll SReenovar he notiosl partiodaxiy %o aee i anye
shin wan soming Yp Sho southbouwt weln, bus 1S net deok
northenged, PBebra P58 wes being dewbled into Hmosla, bub
he gonld nod Ball hars Yoy ket loft the rour of thelr troain,
T4 wao 00 fay for him %o sas anl svorybhin: lecked gloay, He
stabod Th'd hle headlipghd on the esy of the tonday was huynlag.
Afkoxy tho oxgssovsy was 1ined up mnl f%e sngine sbaried baek
the comiugbor wmas on the firsman®s sids s%aniing in the dack
wifh his hand on the wowesse lewar, The englve wss baaking
% a speed of about sl wilea an bonx, The flrewan sald thab
bhe hows aignad wos olear, bub A4d not manmsion tha Jsukion
sipwl, Ho asil thas e took the flresen’s woyd abouh the
pignal sad 44t not himeel? leek, They lmaw nothing of the
sppapaeh of engsdas 1758 unsil she dwo ongines ¢ollidad,

Pizaran Bour on wngine w10 steted ths heslllghis on
the frent and resr onds of his engine were hurniag and In
gocd order, He anld thet he dld not ses say outhbound trelns
pabwsan Wounde snd TA11+ Midge, that vhen he out off » Villa
Ridoe he lookad porth ol couwld gsoe nothing soming south and
pokhing of thes vesy ont of ¥o, Ti. The lowex arn of the algnad
showed yellow, Wt ho J41 pet wenblon dhie feot, He sar B9
rlgn of sn opposing ongine basking Whe

his aooidemt wan osuead by onglne 1708 of train ¥o.
71 bedng oparabsd assinet the survent of traffio withouk auke
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Shority snd sithout pretsotion, In violation of the alsn,
ror whiah Qenduster Kaistar anl Bnglnewan Jones 2056 ede
ponaible.
Bolan o5, 106 :md D=lB) mesad an folloemn
135, Both seniugtors anl enginscan ~re revponaible
foxr she sadefy of Shelr d¥sing, and, wndler o
ddtdon awt providad fow by tho »ulos, mish Ycke
avesy rrodraitlion fov thalr imoteokiod.

236, In all goewes of Jdoubt o wmarbalinty the onfa
oueran mast ba Sakan sadl o iska Pun.

De15de Teslns saok keop 8o She right, unisas othar-
wiza zeoviiad,

D=155, Whon o $2edn Grosses over to, or ohatrasts
$ia othey bragk, unaloss otherwiaes provided 1€ sust
firat ha ;wmﬁm as proseribod by Ruls 69 in both
diregtions on thah trasi,

singe ths conduetor nd e
gineman on 1780 4% not Sake overy pEetnution fo protecd
tholr snging, thay 134 rum o Piek, A not reap Lo the 2ighE,
At when pebusning northesrd on the southhound t2sok 444 aot
haws fingoing proteotian, Had they txken the rracsution of

at Shis GrOoiie

Thass pulew 2a9rs Doh oheaPys:)

Fouldng the apoasnownr wish gars o laft o flagen
over o rwovent any obther t¥ain fzen gubting bhatwosn tholr
sngine and ooy end of their tralm, the aooldesnd weuld nod
uawe happonad, ) Rale D131 heon ohsarved, thnt is, had
angine 1752 roturned fox i%: year end Ly wiy of the northhound
traok vt Pun with ths ourpent of $raflic, this eolilalen
gondd hare baen avellsds

From the mtateront of Flrensn Bour of angine 318
Hiah sha Jower o«rm of the adgnal soudh of Villo Ridgs =us
in the osuslon position, A% spposes thal sngine 1708 had mod

el
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&% Shat tinme erdared the souibesn end of the biook; this

adwe o pEErs $0 be Quite probable, s ke sollislon coourrad

about wmid=ay of tha Plook. HEad Plremon Bour aslled atisntion

Bo Bha osution wlawal instend of rorely endling the %ep aom

gleax, a hebbor lookoud might hove Deten aoinkoined and the

impamding dangor ddecovared,

Al o8 e employses invelwwl in this asoldent wawe
axpesiensed pan. Tos $rdn orse on RBo. 71, ongine 1785, had
been on Auly 8 hours ot 10 sminuses after balny off duby for
A6 noan Gl 40 mimetesy ha snoine ovew nhad been on duby the
g laugth of time after 14 bhowes ol 30 nimutes of 7 sy,
The arer on eng dns 516 had boon on duty 1 howr and 3 mimstea,
the enginsrna hoviag bad 18 houre and 4 singges, the fizencn
58 houre et 50 wimibes and $he oonduoRer 13 houra sad 18
wimitos of © Ausy ;rioe to begiming Shile period of seewice.
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