INTERSTATEZ COMMERCE COMMISSICH

WASHITGTCON

INVESTIGATION NO. 3067

E, ST. PAUL AND PACINIC

CHICAGO, MILWAUKE
TLROAD COMPANY

RA

REPORT TN RE ACCIDENT |
AT VAIl, IND., ON
FEBRUARY 1, 1947




Railroad:

Date;

Location:

Xind of accident:

Trains involwved:

Train numbers:

Engine numbers:

Consigats;

Speeds:

Operation:

Treck:

Weather:
Time!
Casualties:

Couge:

SUMIZARY

Chicago, Milvaukee,

and Paclific
February 1, 1947

Van, Ind.

Rear-end collision

Freight:
4l

568

16 cars, caboose

Standing

Inv-3067

St. Paul

: Frelght

Extra BRO
Torth

580-314

! 2 awxiliary
uoter cars,
96 cars,
caboose

o m. p. h.

Timetable and train orders;

vard limits

\

Single; 3° curve; 0.58 percent
Gescending grade northrard

Clear

10:26 p. m,

1 killed; 1 injurcd

Failure properly to control soeed

of following train

yard limits

moving vithin



"

INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 3087

IN THZ MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT IUVESTIGATION REPORTS
U.IDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF IAY 6, 1910.

CHTCAGO, NMILWAUKEE, ST, PAUL aND PACTFIC
RAILROAD COMPANY

February 28, 1947

Accident at Van, Ind,, on February 1, 1947, caused by
failure properly to control the speed of the
followlng train moving vithin yard limits,

: 1 o
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

N
.

PATTERSON, Commissioner:’ N '

On February. 1, 1947, there wes a rear-end collislon
between two freicht trains on the Chicago, liilwvaukee, St,
Paul and Pacific Railroad et Van, Ind., which resvlted in
the death of one employ~e, and the injury of one employee,
This accident wag investigated in conjunction with a
representative of the Indiana Public Service Commission.

1 X

Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by
the Commlission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration
and disposition.
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e

Locati on of Accident and Method 01 Operation ,

This. qccident occurred on -that part of the Terre haute
Division extending between Terre Haute and Bradshaw, Ind,,
20.4 miles, a single-track line,' over which trains are onerated
by timetable and train orders. There is no block system in
use. The accident occurred within yard limits on the maia
track at Van, 5.3 miles north of Belt Jct. North, at a point
€.84 miles north of the .south yard-limit sign, 310 feet south
of .the station and 3.46 miles south of the north vard-1init
sign. From the south there is a tangent about 1 mile in length,
then a 3° curve to the left 707 fect te the point of accident

and 745 feet northuard. The grade is 0.58 percent descending
northvard., .

Operating rules read in pért as follows:

DEFINITIONS.

Restricted Speed.-- Proceed prepared to stop short
of train, obstruction, or anything that may require the
speed of a Train to be reduced.

93, * % %
Within yard 1limits the maln traclt may be used without

protecting against sec¢ond and inferior class, extra
trains and engines.

Within yard limits second and inferior class, extra
trains and engines must move at restricted specd.

®* o W

Descristion of Accident

No. 77, a north-bound secoad-class freight train, con-
sisting of englno 568, 16 cars and a caboose, denarted from
Belt Jct North, the last open office, at 9: 50 n, m.,, 10
minutes late, anq stopped on the main track at Van about
10:10 p. m,, “with the rear end standing €,84 miles north of
the south yard-1limit sign. About 16 ni "1utec later, while
the engine was engaged in picking up cars from a yard track

some Gistance northvard, the rear end of llo, 77 was struck Dby
Extra 580 North,
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Dxtra 580 Nerth, a 'nmoerth-bourd .freight train, consisting
of engine 880, 1 auxiliary water car, engine 314, 1 auxiliary
vater car, 96 cars and a caboose, 'in the order named, departed
from Belt Ject. North et 10:08 »n. m., passed the south yard-
1init slen and vhile moving at an estimate? spced of 5 miles .
per hour it struck No, 77.

The caboose; the rear car and the rear truck of the
seconc car ahead of the caboose of No, 77 were cGeralled.- The
caboose was demolisghed, and the deralled cars uvere damaged,
None of the egquipment of Extra 580 North was derailed. The
front end of the fibst encine vas damaged.

The flagman of No. 77 was killed. The front brakeman
of Z:xt-~a 58C North was injured.

The weather was clear at the time of the accident, which
occurred about 10:26 p. m,

Digcussion

do. 77, a north-bound sccoad-class train, stopnecd on
the main track 'rithin: yard limits at Van about 10;10 n,. m,
to perform switching. About 16 minutcs later, the rcar end
of this train was struck by Extra 580 North, at a point 6,84
miles north of the south yard-limit sign,

When the collision occurred the conductor and the front
brakcmen of No, 77 were in the vicinity of the cngine, vhich
was engaged in asscmbling cers to be picked up from a yard
track somc distance north of the rcar portion of the train.
The flagman wvas in the caboose, and he was killed in the
acclident, The marker lamps on the rear of ‘the caboose verc
lighted, and displayed red to the rear,

As Extra 580 North was apvroaching the point where the
collision occurred the specd was about 15 miles per hour.
The headlight of the first cngine was lighted brightly. The
brakes of this train were in the charge of the engineer of
the first engine. The brakes had functioned properly where
used en route. The enginemcn of both engines, and the front
brakenan, vho wes on the first engine, were maintaining a
looitout ahead. The cngineer of the first engine said that
vhen his engine was about 1,800 Teet south of the point where
the accident occurred he made a 15-pound brake-pilpe reduction,
in compliance with a whistle siznal given by the engineer
of the sccond engine to stop the train, which was given so
that the engineer of the second engine could inspect the
guldes of his engine. When the first enginc was about 500
fect south of thc point where the accident occurred the fireman
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of the first engine and thc front brekenan saw the lighted

red marker lamps of thc preceding train, and callcd a warning
to the enginecr. Then the enginecr moved the brake valve

to cmergency position. The spced of Extra 580 North was about
o miles per hour when the coilision occurred. Because of
buildings on the inside of the curve on which the accident
occurred, the view of the tracik ahecad from a north-bound
engine 1s materiaily restricted,

The accident occurred within yard limits, and, under the
rules, Extra 580 MNorth was required to be operated in such
manner that it could be stopmed short of a preccding train,

Cause

It is found that this accident was caused by failure
properly to control the specd of the follouing train moving
rithin yard limits.

Dated at Vashington, D.C., this twenty-cighth
day of Fcbruary, 1947,

By the Commission, Commiscioner Patterson,

( SEAL) W. P, BARTZL,

Scerctary,



