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¥ B IRVESTICATION OF AR AOCIDERT WEICH QUCURKRED ON
TRE GEICAG0, ROCE ISLAND & PACIVIC RAFLYWAY, AT
R ' 3 m;w UCTOBRER 3' 1915!
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On Goteber &, 1918, thers wis & head-end wzumfn B
twaen a passenger t¥aln and an extye fralght trainm en Lhe Chilemgo,
Rook Yulend & Paelfic Rellwey at Rome, Y1il., which resulted in the
iunjury of 14 pasgelgers snd 2 employees, Afber Investigatien of
thia apeideont the Chfef of the Mivision of Selfety rejoris as follows

The Buresu Broushk, upen whieh thiz accldent sovurred, 1=z
a gingle~track line extending from Peoris, Ill. %o Bureaun, Ill,.,

a dstanoe of 47 milen. Ho bleck signal systenm 13 in use, traine
belag opsrated by time~table and Srain erders, following movenents
velng spaead 10 mimates at open telegraph offices.s The point of
gollision was about Y20 feet wesd of the sBabion ab Keme, on R
surve of 1 degree, umore bthan 2,000 feet in lenmgth, thiz surve leade
ing to the right for westbound trsines The collizion occurred

250 Tooh wost of the acstern and of the ourve, The maxisam range
of vision on this aurve 1s about 900 foes, The weether wos alears

Pacthound pesasnger trein Ho. 202 cogelsted of 1 eombie~
natlion mall =2nd besgags ear, 1 smokinmg esr, 1 svach and Z parlor
pars, hsuled by locomotive 1044, =nd wse lp oharge of Conduotor

Murray and Englnomas Thompsons It left Peoria at 1100 p.me, OR
time, and at about 1155 peume collided »ith westbound exbtra 2019
wenh 0f the statien a% Rome, while travelinz st & speed sstimabed
t0o have besn about 18 miles an hour,
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Extra 2010 lort Burent ab 12117 pette, with a sadboose,

and was in ohurge of Copnductor FHorpe and Engineman Funbington,
At Putnam, 7.9 miles wept of Bursau, 13 gars were ploked ur.
The train left Putnam at 12:35 pems, passed Chilllpothe, 2.9
miles from Rome, at 1819 pesms, Dassed Rems between L:f4 and
1385 padre, and had fuzt been bBrought to a atop when train Mo,
202 enllided with 1%.

8light demaze was sustalnsd by both loovondtives and
by the eombination ecer of the pasounger trainm. ¥Four of the
fredght sars were alao more or less damoaged.

Engineman Thoppson of traln No, 202 stoted Bhat ape
procohing Rome he had made » slight sppliontion of She brakea
preparatory to stopping ab 4he stuntion when She firemsn, who
wagd on the inzide of the ourve, ezid thet there wag something
akesds Engineman Thompeon st ones plased the Wraks valve in
the emoygenoy positlon, jumping from the shgine when he saw
that 2 eollisiovn was unavoidables Then he muds the emergendy
applivasion of the Brakes, the gpesd of the traln was abous
36 mlles an hour. He stated that he 444 nod hear any whiastle
signale sounded by the onglinoman or the freight tratn,

Piremen Kerrigan st.ted that he heard three zhort
blagts of o whistle and in s fow saconds saw She freight Srein
and potified the enzineman, "o -t ones applied the emergency
alr bhrakes, He thought the sresd of hWis bratin when he Jeped
from the euglae, within a few o'r lenghths of the point of col-~
liston, wos 1¥ miles sn houra

Tugineman Buntington of sxbra 2019 stated thet be
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Bad been om this run two deys, He stated that he wos thoroughe

1y familioy with the bruneh and with the operatigg eonditlions
exioting upen 3%, althouph he had not run an engine over 1%
for sboud 13 yeersy, At Pureau he pegeilyad an ¢rder o run 2o
en sxbra to Peoria, tegether with e paszage to plsk up the
13 gars at Publnames HEe 4ld 0% look at kia time~teble, and
did not have any converzation with the eomduetor as to where
they wore to go for srain We, 208, and he 214 not Hhinok of
thot $rsin ot sny Sime; he stated that when pasafng Shrough
Chiilioothe ot a apwed of from 28 %o 2% miles an howr, ho Te-
goived a proceed signal fran the Mar of She idraln. When ape
prozoldng the at«tlom b Rome at 8 gpsed of aboubk 90 niles an
kowr he sra passengers standing or the platferm, and for tho
first tise shought of traln Fos S08s 4o e wae shoud %0 ap-
ply the brakes and reverse the epglme the hreken were apyliasd
from the roar of the traln, ab which tiwme the locomotive was
nearly oppouide the otubiens Just ns ths traln oame to o stop
he war the paasenger tralo coms around the surve and scandad
ene lomg blast of the whistles Ee thon s¢unded z haokeUp
signsl, smd plaseipg the brske valve ip & he relense position,
trilzd to bBaek hiz train, YWt was wnzble to 4o sv, 22 the Lrokes
wers 81)1 applied,

Firemen Fletcher sbntad thet the enginemon snsvered
& progssd slgnnl givenm frem the rear of the frain at Ohilile
eothe, Hs 43¢ mot sas the sigoal himself, He stntad thad

he 424 not look at bis time-bable at any time aud did not lmow
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that the frelght trTain was on the time of She pusssnger Srals
until the bYrakes were applisd and the epginemoan and kead hrske~
pan jumped from the engine.

Hend Drakemen Killer stated that when the appllcaw
tion of the alr brakes was made the eugine wms opposlbe the
station. Coming through Chillieothe he d14 not ees the pro-
sood signal glwen from the rear of the tralm, as he wna om the
gbeops of the engiue to pick 4up & meusage beld out by the oper~
ators The sngineman, bhowever, 2eld thab ke yrecelved & proceed
signal, Head Brakeman Hiller furbher stated that he had nod
& onaulbed hls tine~table, se Ie had besn bBusy watobing eome
sars in the trainm whioh ke thought mighit dewelop bt buxoa.

Gonduotor Horne, of exbra BO19, stated that ke hag
figured on his traln going o Chlllicothe for train Ho. 203.
Approzehing that station the lagnan remariced that they weroe
uet godng to bead in on the slding =ad Conduetour Horne then
Yhought they would bmes im, Ou luoking out of the window,
Yowever, he aaw that the train v Pvavellng abt & rapid rate
of spemed and that 14 was nui <oluog 50 s%0p. The train pagsed
the siation at 1117 prme wdtlout any proecoed sigmal having been
given from the rear of bhs truin. e sald that two ar throe
timse ke thought he would spply the alir brokes and stop the
train, bus from the epesd o> ~Lioh the tTalnm wius tyravellng,
however, he thought &hey ucale be ables to reach Bowbs Be wosnb
0 the forward platlorm oy she cnbooge with She lnteabion of

going to the head end o7 whe Srain as 1% plowed Jown for the
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ewlbeh at Rome, but he dié not start tv go over ¢he garz 00

the hesd end en socount of the spees, which he estimated %o
bave beea about I8 miles an hours Ee soon reallzed thed the
$raln was not golng to stop at Rome and returned inside the
gnboose to apply the aly Wrakes. The flasman, then in the
cupola, szid thet he saw the mmoke of $he approecidng train,
ané Condustor Horns then yan 0 the resy of the esheoss and ap-
piled the air-brakss by openinz the rear angle qoek, jumplng
from the dabopac Juzt Bolore She traein came Bo a stops After
the agoldent he talked with Engineman Buntingdon and the lote
ter told his that bo hed Torgotter train Wo, 202, He further
gsated thed at no tiwe did he talk with Engipeman funtiuzion as
1o whore thoy wonid meet trein Hu. 803, Condustor Horae further
stated that be knew the rule regulved enginemento sound %woe short
blests and one lony blasé of the whistle when golng to take a
siding, and bhat in the shsence of Shis sigmel at Chillicothe he
should have stoppod the tyain at that poinv. He alae know that
ke wap violating the rules in allowing his train to paas Chiili-
sothe witbout sufficlent time ¥o oleay train Ho. 202 at Rome by
st least five minutes. Heo thought, bowever, that they could
reach Bome and De olear ¢f bhe maln track before trailn Ro. 208
arrived 2t Eones

Flegman Prysiar stated tdat arter pleking uy the cara

at Putosr be comsulied his tlme~bable and thought they woild go
e Chillieotho for trein Ho. 202, Aprroashing Ghilllcothe he
saw thot She englneman wus net golag to head in on ths siding,
aud on cz'ling the comduotor¥s avbeniion $o She raot the 13%9_1‘

-




o

Foplied thet be thought ths enginemsn intended to back in, Plage
man Frynisr Shen went out on the pilatiform 4o be in yeadiness o
handls the swltoh, riding on the left side whew paasing the sba-
tion. ¥hom he gaw that the tralz wes not going teo atop he went
inside and telked with the conductor, who eaid Shet ke Yhought
they would De adie to ronch Fome, Approsshing Rome bhe ecuduahor
wand out the forward end of ths cabeose agd seon redurnad runsing
haok toward the Tear %0 aryly the brakea, Hs forther atoted that
he 414 not alve any proceed signal vwhen pagetng Chillisothe., He
paw eowepne at the shation slving a algnal snd waved big hana 4n
reply; e dld oot koow definitely, ut thought pomsihnly thai this
hexd elgnal mizbht have been mistaken Yy the sngivemsn Tor a pro-
ooed signel,

This agoicent was puused by extiyrs 2019 oooutying the
main track on the time of = ruperior truim, for which Comiucter
Borpe apd Togipemen Enstinsten ar- veeppnsibis, Hnginsmen Hun-
tington admitted thet be overlcobeo LTainm Noe 2073, sob thinking
about 1% umtil he sew pa.scpzers 3tanddng ow she ztosicn slat-
form a% hHome. COonduotor Faorre had not gverlecked this train, and
is ospeololly 2t fauld for hiz follurve so stop s trein st Chillf-
aothe, Puls Woe 87 sreviues in rort se follows:

"Rxtre trasins myot ~losr the Siws of oppeosing rog-

alay traing flve minusaa, unless otBarwise provided, and

zi%iﬁhgfggzgfﬁad By tenip oxters with respect %2 eppasing
Teais Hos 202 wea d0e 5o lo:ve Rome ot 1198 Py, and under thie
rale, therefors, exdrs TOL2? kad 32 de Inte clear at Rume at 1131

PeXie Gonéuetor Horns allorssd bis trainm to pass @hilifcothe st |
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1:19 penie, kmowing that iv 4id mot have sufricient time %o go to
Fome, a dfistesge of 5.9 mlles, and oleour train Wo. 202 as re-
gulred by the sule peferred to sboves

Bule li-g requires two short bBlasts and ene long blast
of the whistle

"o bo given by engineman after the station
whirtle to indicate to S$he traim orew $hab
time-tadble restriotions to be obusryved on
troin ordera to be executed at that atation
have not bheen forgotten.™

Riule 14 also reculires that

fahould an enginemsn fall tc souamd the alignal

14 (2) spproaching s sYation where tSme-tuble

rostriobions are to be chservsd or a train

order exaeecuted, the traln orewr musd, at once,

ghop the train.”
Conduetor Horne also admitted that he falled 4o obey this rule.
Bad 2ither of these rules been observed this azqoidens would not
hnve oogeurreds

All of the emplayves invelved were experienced men
with good records, and pone had Yeen om duty im violation of eny

af the pravisione of the hours of gexrvice law,




