INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

IKVESTIGATICYN NO. 2828
THE TERMINAL RAILROAD ASSOCTATION OF 3T. LOUIS
REPORT IN RE ACCIDENT
AT VALLEY JUNCTION, ILL., ON

SEPTEMBER 18, 1244




Reilroad:

Date:

Locetion:

Kind of accident:

Train involved:
Train number:
Engine number:
Coneist:
Betimated sveed:
Cperation:
Track:

Teatner:

Time:
Casualties:

Cause:
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SUIMLTARY

Terninel Railroad Association
of St. Louis

September 18, 1844
Valley Junction, Il1i.
Derailnent

M. P. freiyut

Txtra 1708 Soutn

1703

o8 cars, caboose

10 m. p. h.

Interlocking

Double; 8° curve; level
Cloudy

5:20 a. m.

1 kxilled

Failure of tne Missourl Pacific
Railroad Company to provide
gqualified employees to owerate
its train on tne line of tne

Terminal Railroad Association
of 8t, Louls
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TUVEETIGATION LO. 2828

I7 ThE JIATTER OF JAKING- ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UI'DER THY ACCIDEIT REPORTS ACT OF iiAY £, 1210.

THE TEZRINAL RATILROAD ASSOCIATION OF ST. LOUIS

October 15, 1544. .

Accident at Velley Junction, Ill., on Sevtember 18, 1944,
cauced by fallure of the Missouri Pecific Railroad
Company to provide qualified emnloyees to operate
its train on tne line of tne Terninal Reilroad
aAssocletion of St. Louils.

1
REPCRT OF THE COIIIZISSION

PATTZIRSON, Cheirmen:

On Sentember 18, 1944, there was a derailment of a
HMissouri Pacific Reilroad freignht trein on thre line of the
Terminal Railroad Association of St. Louis at Valley Junc-
tion, T11l., wrnich resulted in tne deata of one employee.

lynder authority of section 17 (2) of  the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the
Comniission to Chailrman Patterson for consideration and dis-
position.
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Location of Accldent and Metnod cf Tmerzftion

At Valley Junction, Ill., a ‘double-track line of the
St. Louis Municival Bridge Railway System, nereinafter referred
to es tne S. M. B., extcndlng soutntrard fw omn Cerroll Street,
St. Louis, Mo., to a point 727 feet north of the tower at Valley
Junction, about 3.5 miles, converged witn a double-tracik line
of the Terminal Rallroad Associaticn of St. Louls, hereinafter
referred to as tne T. R. R. A., extending southward from ladison
Yard, Fast St. Louis, Ill., %o a point 208 feet south of the
tower atv Valley Junction, adout 4.5 miles. A double-track line
of tne illissouri Pacific Reilroa d, nereinafter referred to as
tne M. FP., converged with the souuqern end of tne ¥. R. R. A.
line at Valley Junction end extended soutnward to Dupo, Ill.
6.08 miles. Trains of the ¥. P. en route from Carrcll St reet
St. Louis, to Dupo moved, in succegsion, over tne lins of the
S. i. 2. from Carroll Street to the T. R. R. A. connection at
Valley Junctiorn, over tne line of tne T. R. R. A. to tne M. P.
connection, and over the M. P. to Dupo. Trains moving via Tnis

route wvere onerated by signal indicetions. Tne accident oc-
curred witnin interlocking 1lirits at Velley Junction on tne
soutnward main track of tas . R. R, A. at a split switcn-point

derail, designated cs dererl G& g, ’ocated on tne west rail at a
poinyg aQOUL 400 feet nortn of *the Lower. From the nortan there
were, in succession, a 6°03' curve to tne rignt 1,298 feet in
length, a tangent 711 feet and an 8° curve to the left 327 feet
to tne point of accident and 14 fect souvtrnward. The grade for
south-bound trains was 1.44 percent dcscending 1,86C feet, tnen
it was level 340 Teet to tnce point of eccident and some distence
soutnward.

A line of tne T. R. R. A. crossed the tracks of the M. P.
at zrade at a voint 550 feet soutn of tne tover at Valley Junc-
ticn. Tne crossiang was protected by interlockiny signals,

Interlocking esignals 233, 221 and 48, soverning soutn-pbound
movempntc on tre scutiward mein tracl, vere located, respectively,
2,595 fecet, 995 feet and 25 feet nortn of derail 68. Tnese sig-
nﬂl: werc of the cemi-agutomatic, two-unit, searcnliignt type, and
TETE COutlﬂUOUbl] lignted. Tne

tae

ing indications and names of

anolved asnects and correspond-
ge signals were as follows:

Aspect Indication Name
Signals 233 Yellow- Proceed at restricted Proceed at
and 221 over- speed and prepare to restricted
red stop atv next signal. speed.
Signal 46 Red-over- Stop. Ston.

red



I
(02
]
48]
09]
o
o

Operating rules read in part as follows:

Restricted speed definition--Proceed prepared
to stop short of train, obstruction, or anything .
that may require tne speed nf a train or engine
to be reduced.

o4. The engineman and fireman must, wnhen prac-
tlcable, comnunicete %o each other by its name tlie
indicatlon of all signels affecting the moverent
of tneir train. % % 4

662. Tralns or encines must move quite up to
but not pass a sigral indiceting stop, except as
provided in Rule 663.

665. Trains or engines must not proceed on
nand signals as against interlocking signals until
enginemen and trairmen are fully informed of the
situation, and all safety prccoutions have been
taken.

General rules and instructions of thne T. R. R. A. read in
as follows:

301.~-Trainmen (including enginemen and firemen)
cl otner companies operating on the railways of
tnese companles must heve passed the required exam-
inations, nold certificates of competency not older
tnan two years * % % or request pilots % % %,
Officers of otner companies responsible for nendling
train and engine crews will know sucn crews have
been properly qualified beforec acsigning them to
operate over the rails of these companies.

3%

%8

The maximum autnecrized spced for freight trains was 25

miles per nour.

Descrintion of Accident .

Extra 1708 South, a soutn-bound M. P. freignt train, con-

sisting of engine 1708, 38 cars and a caboose, departed from
Carroll Street at 4:58 a. m., passed signals 233 and 221, which
displayed proceed-at-restricted-speed, passed signal 46, which
displayed stop, and while moving at an estimated speed of 10
miles per nour the engine and tne first three cars were derailed
at derall 68.
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Tne engine stopped on its rignt side west of tne main tracks
and parallel to tnem, with tne front end of tne engine 125 feet
soutn of derail 88, end was considerably damaged. The first
tnree cars were slignhtly damaged

It was cloudy at tne time of tne accident, wnicn occurred
at 5:20 a. m.

Tne conductor was killed.
Piscussion

) Under tae rules governing overatlion by signal indication
in tne territory involved, a proceed-at-restricted-speed indi-
cation requires that the speed of a traln must ve controlled so
tnat 1t can ve stopned sncrt of the next signal. An interlocking
signal displaying stop must not be massed by a train until the
members of the crew are fully informed of the situation and
prover nrecautions have beern taken. Enginemen must, wnen prac-
ticable, ocbserve signeals and cormunicate their indications to
eacn otner. All tne surviving employees ccncerned understood
tnese requirements.

About 5:10 a. m., thc operator-leverman at Valley Junction
set derall 68 in deralling position and lined the route for a
train moving on tne T. R. R. A. line south of the tower to cross
the . P. tracks. ©BSignals 233 and 221 displayved proceed-at-
restricted-specd and signal 46 displayed stop for Extra 1708
Soutn. Abcut 10 minvtes later Extra 1708 passed signal 46 and
Tne engine and tne first tnree cars were derailed at derail 68.

As Extra 1708 was approaching Valley Junction the speed was
about 10 miles per nour. Thne brakcs had functioned properly at
all noints wnere used en route. The headllpgnt was lignted
brigntly. There was no condition of the engine that distracted
tne attention of tne enginemen or obscured visibility anead.

Tne conductor was on the cistern of the tender, and this employee
and tne enginemen wecre maintaining a lookout anead. Tne front
brakeman was in a bootn on the engine tender, and thne flagman
was in the caboose. The indications disnlayed by signals 233
and 221 required Extra 1708 to be operated in such meanner that
it could be stopped snort of signal 46, and tie enginemen called
the indications. When tne engine rerchned a voint about 300 feet
nortn of signal 46 the conductor and tne fireman observed tne
stop indication displayed by tnis signal, and they called the
indilcation. Thne engineer said he did not hear these employees
call thne indication, and, because of tne curve to the left, he
did not see tne signal until the engine was within a few feet
nortn of it. Then ne saw thne stop indication displayed by sig-
nal 46 and neard tne conductor call a warning. He immediately
moved thne brake valve to emergency position, but tne ecccident
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occurred before tne brakes becane effective. The train for wnich
tne ronte was Tined 438 nat plear +tre Snternlanltine mmti1l 2 Mmine =

- A Y A A VVL_A.-\J —_e ke L LA (& S U LiJs U s Ol Vild, Ll il U\/_L.L.UULLJ_A-\T) Mld Ul [49) dib b 4 & .
utes after the derailment occurred .

Under regulations of tne T. R. R. A. governing tne operation
of trains of other lines on thac lincs of the T. R. R. A., tne
onerating ¢fficials of othcer lines are reduired to know tnat
crews arc vroperly qualified and are familiar witna tne fTerritory
before enployeces arc assigned to operate trains on tne lines of
tne T. R. R. A. Tne members of the crew of ExXtra 1708 were em-
ployees of tne Missouri Pacific Railroad, and the conductor was
tne only member of the crew qualified to operate trains on tne
lines of tne T. R. R. A. The cngineer was an experienced em-
ployce, but ne nad not previously operated an engine over this
territory. He sald that prior to making thne trip invelved ne
informed tne conductor that ne was not famillar witn tae terri-
tory, and the conductor informed nim that ne would te on tne
engine tnrougnovt tne trip. However, tne conductor, wno vas
killed in the accident, was on tnc rear part of the tender. 1In
tinis case, if 21l members of tnc crew of Extra 1703 had been
qualified to operate this train on the line of tne T. R. R. A.,
Inis accident would nave bcen averted.

Cause

It is found tunat tails accident was caused by failure of

. tie liissouri Pacific Railroad Company to provice qualified

employees to operatec its train on thne line of tne Tcrminal
Railroad Association of St. Lovuis.

Dated at Wasnington, D. C., tnis sixteentn
day of October, 1944.

By the Commission, Chairman Patterson.

W. P. BARTEL,

(SEAL) Secretary.



