INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

THVESTIGATICN NO. 2692
THE MINNEAFOLIS & ST. LOUIS RATILROAD COMPANY
REPCRT IV RE ACCIDENT
NEAR ST. LOUIS PARK, MINN., OI

APRTIL 11, 1943
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Railrosad:
Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:
Tr

2ing involved:

Train numbersg:

Eungine numbers:

Consist:
Speed:
Oneration:

Track:

Weatner:
Time:

Casualties:

-2 - Inv-2692

SUMMARY

Minneapolis & St. Louls
April 11, 1943

St. Louls Park, Minn.
Rear-end colllsion

C. st. P. M, & 0. : M. & 8t. L.

freipnt Passenger
172 ' r 152
439 1 226

42 cars, ccboose 1 4 cars
Standing t 25 m. p. n.

Timetable and overating rules

Double: tangent:; 0.12 percent
1 rode eastward

Dense fog
About 10:37 p. nm.

2% injured

H Causge: Accldent caused by faillure of the

ﬁ: preceding train to clesar tne time

i of a following superior train snd

%j then by feailure to provide adequatc

% flag protection ‘
i) ,
o Aecourendation: Tnat tuae Minneavolle & St. Louils ‘

Rellroad Ccnpany sstablisn an
adequate block system on tne line
on wnicu tnis accident occurred
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 4

INVESTIGATION NO. 28692 :

IN THE MATTER OF IIAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATICN REPORTS e
UNDER THE ACCIDENTY REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

" e e e, S
R ;,k:p.;?‘ s

TH% IIINNDAPOLIS & ST. LOUIS RATILROAD COMPANY

S

May 20, 1943. ?

i

Accident near St. Louis Park, Minn., on April 11, 1943, :g
caused by feilure of tne preceding treln to clear #

the time of a following superior train and tnen by %
failure to provide adequate flag protection. ‘%

REPORT OF TEE COIMISSION
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PATTERSCN, Commissioner:

4

Or. April 11, 1943, tncrc wes a rcar-egnd collision betwcen e
e Cnicazo, St. Paul, Minncapolls & Omane Railway freignt traoln i
and a Minncapollis & 8t. Louls Rallroad psasenger traln on tne A
line of tne Minneapolis & St. Louis Rallroad near St. Louis f&

Park, Minn., walecn resulted in thac injury of 21 passcngers and
4 employcee. Tnis accident was investigated in conjJunction
with a roprcscntative of the Minnesota Reilroad and Warenouse
Comisgion.
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Lunaer autnority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Commerce

Act the sbove-entitled proceeding was referred by tne Commission
to Commissioner Pstterrcon for consideration and dlsposition.
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Location of Accident and Method of Operation

Trsine of tne Chnicago, St. Paul, Minneapolls & Omaia Rail-
way, nereinafter referred to as tne C. 8t. P. M. & 0., are oper-
ated over tne Minneapolis & St. Louls Railroad, nerelnafter
referred to ae the M. & B5%. L., between Holden Street, Minnea-
polls, and iferriam, Minn., 26.3 miles. Tnls accident occurred
on tnat part of the Firet District extending between Second
Street Nortn, Minnearolis, and Hopkins, Minn., 7.8 miles. This
1s a double-track line, wltnin yard limlts, over which trains
moving witn tne current of traffic are operated by timetable
and overating rules. Taere is no block system in use and there
are nn sidings between Minneapolis snd Hopkins. The accldent
occurred on tne eastward main track 6.75 miles east of Second
Street Norta, Minheepolls, and 1.15 miles east of the stabtion
at St. Louls Park. Approaching from the west the track 1s-tan-
rent 2,15 miles to thne point of accldent and 1.2 miles beyond.

In the vicinity of the point of accident tae grade for east-bound

trains 1s 0.12 percent ascending.
DEFINITIONS

Under Control--Being able to stop withln the
distance hrack is seen to be clear.

Operating rules read in part as follows:

11. A train finding a fusee bursning on or near
1ts track must stop and extingulsii the fuesee, and
tues proceed with caubtion prepsred to stopn short
0T train or obstruction.

86. Unless otnerwise provided, an inferior train
must clear tne time of » superior train, in the
seme direction, not less then five minutes; but
muet be clear at the time a flrst class train, in
tie same direction, is due to leave tne next ste

tion 1n tae resr where time 1s shown.

@8, ¥ % % A1 Srains (cxcept first cloge treoins)
mugt ¥ % % pogs through * % % yrrd limits unde?
control., ¥ % &

trrin etops uvnder eircumstnncas in wnich
ertaken by -nother troin, the flagman
¥ immcdirtely witn flegman's signals o

lent distenes to insure full protcction.

©9-j. Wnen & troin is moving under circumst-onces
in wnicn 1t mry bec overtoken by snother treoin, the
flagmen must teke such nciion as mey D3 neccssary
to insurc full orotcetion. * * % 1i-hted fusces
st ve tnrown off at frcoucnt intervols.

99-n. Flogmen's signols:

* % % .
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~ignt signole - A ved light,
A wnite light,
Torpedoce ~nd
X Fveccs.

Spceinl instructions rerd in pert os follows:

13.

%% W

¥ % ¥ betwoen Holden Strect eond % % %
Honking, oll troins, * % *  wicn occupying moin
trocrs, will orotcet ~t oll timcs in accordenco

With RUlO NC. 99-

3 3 9
17. % * % Petycen Minncroolie end Hopkins
¥ % % {rein ordoru will not bo roguircd * % %

138. ZEctween Hookins ond Minncooolis, sccond rnd
iaferior cless ond extr~ ¢roins ¢ % % moy run
rneed of first clrss traine walch ~re 15 minutos
or more lote, * % ¥ without orders.

Yard Limit St-Sions

Firet District -
Minners0lis - Eonktins
3k 8%

‘s

‘ne maximum ~utnorigzed soeed for o~gcancer treinsg is 59
miles Her uwour.

ZCegerintion of Accicfent

Yo. 172, r~n erst-bovund egecond-clrse C. St. P. 1. 2 O.
frei_nt train, oon isted of engine 432, 32 londed r~nd 3 eanty
crre il o crbo se. Tals trein envered the erscwerd mnin Toncl

creet, inluﬂoollu, about 10:05 ». m., pasced Ced-r
L-<e, O miles mest of S%. Lovig Prrk »nd the 1-et oven office,
"t 10118 ». m., rccording to the disortcaer's record of movement
of trrins, 2 nours 21 minutes lrte, prszed 8%t. Louis Prrk ob
10:22 p. m., cccording to strtements of the crew, rnd stonoed

about lo'ou D. m. vitn tre ceboose stonding o% o point 1.15 uiles
ret of the stetion ~t 8t%. Louis Prrk. About 4 ninutes l-ger
the croooee wos struck by No. 1B2.

No. 152, cn ergt-bound firest-closs . & St. L. prssenger
trnia, coasisted of engine 228, one nmall-beggoge cor, one u“g;:ge
ctr ~ad ovo coacaes, in the order nemed. All cors wvere of stoel-
underfrore construction. Tnis trein deonrted from Minnecodolis

5.6 miles weast of 8t. Lovie Pork, ot 10:20 n. m., cccording uo

tne disn-tener'se reccord of uovbwent of tr-ing, orn time, Drssod
Cedar Lake cbout 10:30 p. m., rccording to st-tcments of the crow,
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passed St. Louls Park about 10:35 p. m,, and wnile moving at
an estimsated speed of 25 miles per hnour it collided with No.
172.

Tne ceboose of No. 172 was practlcally demolisaed and
tne wreckage fouled tre westward main track. Tne first tnree
cers ancad of tae cabooge were deralled. One was demolisncd
and tne remainder werc badly damaged. The fourth and fiftn
cars ancad of tac caboose werc considerably damaged. Enginc
225 was deorailed and stoppecd, considerably damaged, at a
point 176 fcet east of the point of collision. Tne first,
tnird and fourth cars of No. 152 wcre sligntly damaged.

Tnere was a dense fog at the time of the accident, wnich
occurrcd abcut 10:37 p. m.

Tnc employces injured were the cngincer, tne fireman, the
conductor cnd ths brokcmar of Ne. 152.

Data

During the 30-day period nreceding the day of tne acci-

dent trie average dally movement on tne eastward main track in
tne vicinity of the point of osccident was 11.1 tresins.

Digcussion

Ire rules governing operation vn tnis line provide that
on inferior train must be clear ot the time a Tirst-class
Treln in cne same direction is due to leave the next station
in thne rear wnere tine is snown. Waen 2 train ie moving under
circumstances in wnicn 1t may be overtaken by another train
tne flremen must takez such action as may be necessery to insure
full protection. Lighted fusees must be thrown off at frequent
intervales. Whnen a treir stops under circumstances in which 1t
mey be overteken by anotner train the flagman must go back
immediately with flugmen's signals a sufficient distance to
insure fuvll protection.
No. 152, an cast-bound first-cless train, was due to leave
Holden Scrcet, iirnespolis, 5 mliles west of St. Louis Park, at
10125 p. m., Cedar Lake, 3 miles west of St. Louls Park, ot
10:28 p. m., St. Louls Park at 10:33 p. m., and was due to
arrive at Hopkins, 2.2 miles erst of St. Louis Perk and 1te

terminel scntion, ot 10:40 p. m. No. 172, en east-bound second-

clasgs freignt troin, poesed Cedor Loke at 10:16 p. m., pessed
St. Louls Perk at 10:28 p. m., and stopped obout 10:33 p. m.
witn tne resr end stonding 1.15 miles east of the station ot
S8t. Louis Park. About 4 winutes lerter thne recr end was struck

=

R A

B,

=S

=

=

£ T i

L4 3
g

i

TroEy

e

o

e

Pty

™

i

e

=

E

2,

%— 3 iy

i v

RS -

s Pt
el S

Ty A

rpe st c L e
T am e iar g

I

Ee X

-
g

e B

4, Ja:;jé.a;

T



%o
=

-t
o

e

o
oy

B

by No. 152,

Ag Yo, 152 wrs eoproacning thne point wnere tne colllision
occurred the speed wrs soout 35 mlles per hour. Tne engineer
was maintaining o lookcut snecrd ond lhe fireman wes tending
the fire. Thne nendlignc wae lignted ond there w=s no condi-
tion of tne engine tnat cbecur-d the view or dlstracted tae
srttention of tne engineer. Becruse of dence fog, vislbllity
in tnis vicinity was restricted to o dietronce of ebout 600
feet. Wnen the engine rz2scncd » woilnt about 600 fezt wcel of
the point vnere tne collision occurred, the enginecr obscerved
simultcneously tne lighted merkers of No. 172 snowing red to
tne rcar, and the raeflection of ~ fusee. He impcdintely moved
the broke velve to cmergency position e#nd closed tuc turottle,
but ne covld not ston nis trein short of No. 172. Tne gpeed
wee about 25 miles per nour at tne time of the collicion. Tne
first tne members of the trrin crew knew of sonytning velng
wrong wee vnen tne brekes were ohplied in emergency. TIne
brrkes of thie trrin ned been tested ~nd nad functioned properly
en route.

Urder tae rule No. 172 was regulred to be intoc clear
~t St. Louis Perx, it orcceeded to thet point anead of No.
152, not later tnren 10:28 p. m., the time Nc. 152 wag due to
lecve Ceder Leoke, tne next steotion in the resr whnere time wes
snown. However, tnere is no siding ¢t St. Louls Park or be-
tween St. Louls Perk rnd Hopkins. Tne crew of Mo. 172 expected
tnelr troin to rescn Hopking sufficiently in ~dvence of MNo. 152
to avoid deleoy %to thrt trein, but o lighted fusee wes encountered
about 1 mile west of Hopking, and tie train was stopped by ~n
emergency ~nplicrtlion of the brokes. The conductor of No. 172
seid o lignted fusce wes displeoyed on the renr end of tne ca-
boosge after the triin pessed Cednr Lroke and he dropped o lignted
Tusee from %ne rerr of the caboosc just prior to tne tire tne
brrkes were ~ppliecd in cmeorgency. Scon ofter the brokeos were
applicd tane flegnen light-d - fusee, ~nd, before tne trein
gtopped, ne procecded westwerd to provide fleg protection. Hg
posscd thne fusee tast nrd been throvn from the trein end ned
rescned o point cbout 550 feet tr thne re~r »f nisg coboose wnen
No. 152 prssed nim. Retween Helden Street and Hopxing No. 172
wee required to proceed in sucn monner that 1t could be stnDoed
within tac dictence tne track wae seen to be clear. The moXimu
speed r~ttrined Dy tails trein between Holden Street ~nd tne point
of collicion wos nbout 20 miles per hour. Tne maximun ~utnor-
ized sneed for llo. 152 wes 50 miles per ncur. Ceccuse of denese
fog, visitility wre materinlly restricted. Under tne rules,
fleg protection wrs required for N~. 172 and lignted fusees vere
required %te be tarcwn off ot freauent intervals. Tne conducter
and tne fl~ man sold they consldered tnat tine lignted Tfusee

8
i
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~

disgpleyed frow the reer of Tas cevoose and tne fusse dropoed
Just berore taelr train stoooed afforded sufficient protection
egoings fcllowing trains vnile taeir troir wes meving. IT tae
followin:, train nad encovntered a burninc frsee it would nhav=
been recuvired to step end taen to proceeﬂ prevared to atomn
gnort or & train or on obstruction "o, 172 ctonped about
10108 »e m. end the Tlagmen had res cued a Doint only about 250
feet to tae rear waen No. 152 neogsed nim about 4 minutes later.

Nv]

Altnouga thls accident occurred within yard linits, i 2a

adequi te block system nad bezn in use thne follewing train would

not navk wsen permitted fo enter a block occupled by btne pre-
ceding traiz, and tile acecident would wnove be:n averted.
Cause

It ic found tnet tnls accident 12as cavsged by failure of
t;n breccaling train to cleear the tire of a followlng sunericr
frain and thnen hy Teilure to nrovide sdcquete fleo, protection.

Recomnmencation

It 28 recomaznded tiint tne Minncssolis & St. Louvls Raeil-
road Coapeny csteblicsn an cdequnte blest gysten on tae live o©

wnicn tnis accident occurred.

Deted at Teshninrton, D. C., tale twontictn
day o )

f Moy, 1943.

.
U

B;” the Commission, Comnissloner Patcorson.
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