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¢ REPORT 07 TEL DIRECTOR OF THL BUREAU CF §
INVISTIGATION OF AW ACCIDLNT JHICH. (Feessmmbmes
THE PENMSYLVANTA RAITROAD AT 3OUTH BLIZARETIH,
M. J., ON JULY 19, 1930,

August 27, 1339,
To the Commission:

On July 19, 1937, there was a derailnent of a
Passenger train as & result of striking an automobile on
the btracks of the Pennsylvania Railroad at Scubh
Llizaveth, M. J., resultiig in the death of 1 passeager,
and the injury of 5/ massengers, 3 employecs on duty
and 12 employeecs off duty This acc-dent was investi-
gated 1n conjuaction vith representatives of the New
Jersey Doard of Public Ut.iity Cormissioners,

a0
Loctitioh and wmethouw of oneration

®
W

T™1s accident occurred on —ae New York Division
which extends hetween'H

¥

Holmeg, Pa., and New Yorw, il. Y., a
distance of 78.4 niles, and’is a A-track line over which
trains are operated »y ftimc-taWwhe and an autor~iic block-
signal systcem., The tracks are umbered, Trom south to
aorth, 1, 2, 3, and 4, the acciddat occurring oa tracxk 1
at a2 peint 200 [est wesl of the stetion at South
Elizabeth, Approaching t 18 polat from the west there

1s a 0° 30" curve to hc risht 150 feet 1n length, from
which point the {treck & tolvent oo the —oitut of «e-
cident, a disteonce cof aopromimately 3,900 fo=t, and for
some dictaace oewvond, The grade at the point of
accident 18 0.2 wer cent desccading fTor eastbound trains,

The staticn 2t Soush Ll:izebeth is located on the
south side of the tricks and the ginsion plotform extonds
260 feot west aad 50 foot eesh, respectively, from the
gtation. This plutform 1s surortcd con the track side by
a concrete curt 27 1aches Trom che south a1l enc 12
inches atove the teop of the rics, Theic¢ 18 & gurcet
¥novn as Dcilart Place on thc south gide of the track
which approaches thc rrilrond at an an Jle of approximato-
ly 75 degrces aad cods ol the station plaozform about 180
Teet west of the stctron, the stroet ad platform beins
on the same level, Tnis sane 8:sreet csterds norihvard
beyond the tracks »ut thecc 18 10 crosgsine at thls volut,
Bepinnaing au the end of Doliart Fluce on the scuth cide
ol tht tracxks, Newr York Av.nuc pavelloelis Lhe track west-
rard for a distnce of 240 Toct and ther voors £ the
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left. Approaching the platform on DeHart Place the grade
18 slightly ascending., There 18 a light on the wesi end
of the platform located at about the center line of DeHart
Place and there 15 a warning sis~n, also located aboult the
center of DeHart Place, which 13 6 feet 6 inches south of
the platform, This sign 1s heXagon shape, 114 1nches
wide and 24 1nches long and g mounted 4 feet 2 1nches
above the ground, At ihe time of the accicent the
lettering on this sign was 1llemiole, although 1t
originally read "DANGER - ROAD LKD - Police Dedu."

The weather was clear and 1t was dark at the tLiwme
of the accident, which cccurred atout 9.29 p.m.

Description

Eastbound passencer treoin Ho, 228 consisted of four
coacheg, one Pullnsn club car, aad three Fullman parlor
cars, all of gtecl consiruction, hauled by engine 3806,
snd was 1n charge of Conductor IHovwland and ®nsinsman .
Gaffney, This train passed "DK"™ DLleck stat.on, 4.9 miies
west of South Zlizakctr, at 9.24 p.m., on tirme, and was
derailed after collidine with an autonobile at Sonth
Flizabeth while traveling at a sveed cstimabcea te have
heen about 55 miles per rour,

The autcmobile i1nvolved, a Studebaker 3rougham,
entered DeHart Place from South Sureet at a weint about
320 feet south of the railroad and continpusd northwerd,
was driven o’ the eand of the sbrect and cver the stotion
platform, and 1t was s-~aading on track 1 vhea 1t es
struck by train o, 228.

The encine and toander came to 1'esl on thear lcet't
sides on tracks 1 and 2 aoproximstely 1,160 feet casgt of
the point where thc cngine colliiced with the automobile,
The firsc four cars in the traln werec also derailcc, the
first car rcmaining in an upr. ht position and in line
with thoe track about 10 feet to the recar of tuae tecnder,
the second and third cars were derailced to the souch and
fell over a 1l2-foot retounineg wall immediately bcehind the
first car avd r<sted on their ri~ht sidcs cn an adroining
strecet, while the fourih car stopped 1n an upright posi-
tion with its forwerd cnd evwteading over this wall «t an
an~ie of about 45 dogroes,

Saacary of c¢vidence

Fagincman CGaffaey stated he was loclivg ahrad
obscrving sirnal 1ndications whilc approacuins South
Elizabeth, After rocelving a clear signal indication cn
the home sirnal, locatcd aboulb 1,000 fcet west of the point
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of accidcnt, he contrinued to look ahcad for the indication
of the next signal in advance which 1s located about 1,120
fect east of thc peint of accident. Just ahout the time
the latter signal came into view he noticed a small laight
on the track which he described as rescmbling a ¢owl

licht of an auvtomobile, the vnegine stricking an obstruciion
vcry shortly afterwards, He had made an 8 or 10-pound
brake-pipc reduction just buefore reaching the home sisaal
Tor the purvosc of rcducing specd when rounding the ncxt
curve in advancc of tho poinlt of accident, tho brake

valve st1ll hcing in lap position when this Jichi cppcared
a shortu distance ahead, and hce immediatcly applicd the
brakes in cmergency. Hc did not know that the cneine

was deralled until 1t z-ruck the girder of the bridgo
whach spans a strcot approxaimetely 800 fecot cast of the
station. He¢ cstimeted the sveed of the train at the

tinc 11 struck thw sutomobilce ab 50 to 55 miles poer hour,
but he could give ne estimatce of 1ts specd at the time he
realized the wnrainc was derairled, He alsc s:id that the
headlight of his cnginc was burning brichtly and that ilhe
lights were burning on the stetion platform, but nc was
unable to distainguish any objceb on the trsck othcr than
the light aloneside the platformnm.

Fircman Terhunc glatced that o service appllication
of the brekes was made whilc approachling the starvion at
South Elizabceth to reduece the speed for the curve bovond
the station, and as the train linc cxaaust had stopped
blowing he know the brakes were applicd. He did not know
whether & sccond application wes nmade, 2s there was con-
sidcrable neisce when the ongznc struck somcthing which he
lcarncd latoer wos an autcmol.tlc, e was riding on has
scatbox looking Tor sicnal .ndicctions and did not sce thoe
automobilc on bhe track; his first i1ntimation of anything
out of th.e ordincery was when his cttention was atirsceted
Py a4 nan running northward ccroess the tracks obout 50 foot
checad of the camince.

Conductor Howland stated that he fLlt a scrvace
application of the brokes whilc approaching South
Elizabeth, which app.-red 0 have the desired coffcet. 4
short time latcr he woent from tiae third co~ch 1nto the
sccond coach; this car startced rolling from side to side
and very shortly aftcrwrrds 1t overturncd and f£oll over
the retoining wall, He se1d that he £OIt & heavy anpli-
cotion of the brrkes vhen he wnlorced the sceond car, and
he attcompted to pull tho conductor's crmcrr.acy velve but
wvas unable to rcach 1t before tace car ovoerturned,
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Flagman Zirwis stated that he vas riding in the
rear car of the train approachin; Scuth Elizabeth; when he
felt a sudden j0lt of the car he realized something was
wrong, he procured flagging egulpment and as soon as the
train stopped he went back to flag, le estimated tne
gpeed of the train at 55 to 60 miles mer hour when a
service application of the brakes was made previous Lo the
time of the jolt which cccurred just before the train
stopped.,

Road Foreman of Engines Hipkins stated that he
examined engine 3C06 at the scene of accident and found
the throttle closed, the brake valve in emerfency position
and the reverse lever in forward motion. He assisted in
making an alr-brake test on the three rear cars, which
remained on the track, and this test showed the brakes
were 1n proper working order,

Arthur W. Alleroft, owner and driver of the auto-
mobile wnvolved 1a the accident, described the machine as
a Studebaker Drouacham, 1925 molel, eguipped with resar
wheel brakes and a brake on the transmissicn; 1t was
equlpped with two headlichts and two cowl ligats. He saild
that he spent the evening pricr to the accidcnt in company
with Janes Allcroft, & brother, and a friend, William
AeNaar; during the course of the evening thev stconed at
g cafe and while at that place ulr., licNair and Lis brother
drank some becr bul nothing stronger, and that he re-
frained from drinking anything intoxicating. After mak-
1ng other movementis he drove the car into Deldart Place
from South Street with only the cowl lights turning, as
1t was not his practice to onerate the car in the city
at night with the headlights surning., The car coanbinued
towards the railroad, traveliang at 2 specd of 15 or 20
miles cer hour, 1t being his Jntention to turn to the leflft
into New York Avenuc at the intcrsection of thesc streets,
but he did not rcalize or obscrve that the car had
rcached the end of DcRart Place until 1t had jassed over
the staticn olatform and dropocd upon the track. He
promptly lookced towaids the left or westward snd obscrved
the braight hcadlight of a tr.in anmmroxinately 1 miie dis-~
tant. He turncd the car to the left towards the
approaching train, and attcmpted to draive 1t along the
track, having in mind that porhaps he could get 1t off the
track at the west ond of the nlatfowvm, but after the car
had moved a distance of avout its own lenpth 1t stalled,
He then tried to back the car orto che amjoining track bub
was unablce to nove 1t on account of the wheocls slippang,
While hc was attcanniing to got the cor off the track he
sald he switched on tie ori-ht headlighss ond at that tiue
he thousht the train wos about § mile avay. In the moan-
time the otbcr cccunants of the automobile had gotten out
and realizing thc danger Lo olso goto ovlh only an instcnt
bcfore the collision cecurrcd, IL.r, Allcrof't fuxther
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stated that he has bcen a resident of Elizabeth during the
past 5 years and that he has oporaled an avtomobile for

15 yearg, He was aware that DehHart Plece was a blind
strect and know therce wes no barricr at the cnd of this
strect to provent vihicles fram running upon the tracks

¢t thet poiant. He did not romenber whether he hed cvar
uscd this gtreet whilce running in the same dircction prior
to the date of the acecrdent, althoush 2 or 3 yuars
previcusly he opercatcd a car over 1l 1n the omposite dz-
rection,

Jemcs W, Allcroft stasod that he 18 not a2 resident
of Elizabeth and was not f.oiliur with the strecets, He
said that aftcer he and hig brother met Mr, licNarr the
three of them enter.¢ o cafe wherce he ate o sandwich but
d1d not drink any intoxicasing woverasce and <i1d not know
whoether the others did or not, After leaving thoe cafc

¢ rode in the front wscet besid. the driver and noticed
shat lights worc buining on the Torward end of the car,
He thousht the automooil. was traveling ot o snoed of
from 25 to 30 miles por rour whon he £03it ¢ sudden jar
wirch app.ared o have boeon causcd by strikiugs o r~ut or
ocher depression, The crr inmedizzcly swerved to the
left and coptinucd to bump as though 1% was passing, over
t1cs end when e notic.d the row of sirnal lighte ahoad
he reclized shet the car was on the roilroad, Looking
beyond the sicnal lights he sow ancther light which
appcarcd to be thoe headlicht of 2 troin, He then 1.t the
car and ren acress the tr ¢k3 to o fence, the intor-track
fencc butween tr-cks 3 and 4, ond loy dovn to avord
pcrsonal 1njurics when the collision occurrcd.

Williem Meleir statoed thet no mev the Alleroft
brothcrs avout #.30 n.., doylight sevine tine, =14 shortly
afterwards taoy cntered o cafe -nd <wch of th.a dronk two
sm1il glasses of hoor, He vrag forulior waith condivions
cxisoing ot the dead ond of Dlllert Place where =hlia Strect
meots Now York Avenuc, having previously troveled over
that route, buc did not wnov whether the driver, arthur
Alicroft, was f~mili~r with tht loecalitw, There was no
coaversation be_ng held whitle treveling northrard on
DeHert Place ond he wos un-'"le to sSrte whether the draver
wos awckKe when tThe car vosased the ead of the 3treet. TFe
did not coll the ottention of the driverso the ccrdi-
t1ons whiic the cor wes woving tovards the rrilrocd, os
his tteat.on wos directed to o dog which ves .n the re-r
of" the cer 1ith »1im, «nd he wes unawrre thet bthe ¢-r hed
prased the intersection untzl 1t dronped v,.on the trocek,
He eotimnbed the speced of the automonrle v zle 1t noved
through DePfart Place ¢t 15 or 20 milr. pex hour, He
irmedis tely got out oad wheon hs cbeevved .. tvroin cpproach-
ing from the west he ecllcd to tho olber occu.nts to do
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li1kewise, He s 1d the weother wes cleeor aud 1t woes dark,
and there wes neither fog nor snoke to interfere with the
visibilaty.,

Sccetion Foroemnn Cocco stated that he has bpen in
charge of the scction on which the accident ceccurrcd for
about 10 vecrs ond resides o short dist-ace from lhe
station, The only instance he knew of during that timc
of an ocutomobile ruuning ugson the track ot the end of
DeHart Place, which he assisted 1n romoving, was oboub one
rear <go. He hoceord of esnother cose from o Iorasye sec-
tion leborer which occurred curirg the Last year, and on
potn occosions ac ver~Llly rceported tile frets to the
supervisor,

Ssurcrviger Ge-rv gtoted thot be could not vee-ll 3T
Foremrn Cocco ~dviscd him Ghot ~utoriohiles ned been driven
onn the tr-clr at Dclnet Ploce, althousiy the fore.rn oy
hove donc go ond he diud pot pay porticulor ~tlention,

Supcrvasor Choadler swetod thaeb he kec no lmotv leds
of cutomobilics bean;, ¢riven uson the rMatform ov ceross
1% prior to the dote of the oecident, Ee ¢ 1d the
surface of DcHart Plree cad the piatforn WGTC DT’C*LC”lly
level, with no line of dem~reation, hut he ccasiécr o the
cenditions ot tntt seoint s~Tf¢ for o cereful outonotilc
driver, It was hig opinion tihvt the city shouvld plrec
noreflceetor sign ot tlias poirt lo provide vchicuicl to-ffac
protectioa,

Division Enmancer Woitc steted thet Thore 1s on 1ron
fecnee ceross the end of Delort Dltcc on the north side of
the treeks, vhich v s crecuwed by ihe rerlro-d comncav, but
he did not krnow when or whr 1t wos buzlt. ic thowsht the
traffic appre - ching on th-t s1de of the tr-clts was similar
to that on the scuth s.éc but thooght the cntreace to the
DletfTorm on the sovth side should be left onen for tihe
ccecommodntvion of pess.ngers ~ithourh ikerc 1s » lughuty
leoding to the stiction, In lis oprnion - propoer wr2lng
sign should be erceted by muaicinal rut.oriizes of this
loc~11on. He 8 14 the tliceable gannh ot this point wes
of no velue and 1t vies his ntcation Lo request the ciiy
to place n red rofloctor Sign thure, He mow of 10
rcporus prior to the nceraunt thet o hoazardous sztu~tron
exisited rt thrt poiat,

G. R, Kolly st-tod thnt ho cwsides oa DoHart P1ce
in closc proximuty to the sconc o 5001dcrt “nd oas lived
et the s e loc tion for 6 or 7 veors, In cddition to
the ~uitcomeobtiic involved 1n the necid-nt noe hed knowlcdec
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of numerous instances vwherein automobrles ran ulon the
station platform but were slLopped short of the tracks,

He knew of three other cases of automobiles being driven
across the platform and upon the tracks, one of which ze
wltnessed during the night of the past Easter Sunday and
the Tollowing day he addressed a letter to the cormplaint
department of the Pennsylvanlie Railroad, calling the
conpany's attention to the situation and sugesting Sonps
be taken to remedy this condition, to which he recerved
no reply,

M. L, Lippincott stated that his residencc 18 on
DeHlart Place necar the sccne of acc:éent and thet e knsw of
many instances vhere automooiles have boen draven apon the
station but were silopped before rcaching tie tracks, e
ci1ted two cases of autoriotilcs passing over the platform
and not bcing =iopped until they vere on the traciks, the
lrat occurrence being on hasber Sunday night., The next
day he raformed the sigacl maintalaer and the sccetion
forcman of tnc railrced apnd #isc a police officer or the
city of thc occurrcnce,

A, J, Hoffacler, 2 formcr ccouncilmnn of Llizaoeth,
in an intcervicw with the Coruizscilor's inspectors, statoed
that soamce time prior to Lpril 11, 1929, he macc a wratlten
report to the Board of Pubklic VWorks calling attonilion o
the dangerous condition, cmons, others bhet cxisted ot che
interscetion of lew York Avoave, and DcHart Place ond rve-
gquested that an are light or o traffic light Lo plzaeed ot
this point, It zlso apweors that scric timce 1n Ac-ust,
1929, hc brousght this .iolter to thu c¢tterntion of tac
Police Commission ¢ad ot wee gupoeohed that reflcetor sicns
bo placed at this zoint,

Corrmrssioncer rlonnussy, Chearinn ol the Denert ot
of Pupnlic Wworks at Llizcbheth, stoted trauw thore was no
record Lo show when the ~werning sz on ot DoHarl Placo was
ingtelled, Tle knew of no comolaint made that « deo crous
sittuction cxicoed at the cad of thie ety b, rnd 17 o re-
vort had been r-de 1t would acve toeon reflorred o Lhe
street cormissioncr, He, however, produccd tho niautoes
of & mecting held oy hais deparvr-ont on Asrail 11, 1929,
which cont~incd an 3tem rcferiing co @ comnualcotion from
Councilurn Fofil-cxer rorumriciwings thot arn arce lisht or
troffic lisht boe placed at Dolicrt 2lcce ond Jovw Yourk aveoave,
this comriunic.tion bein,, roeferioed o the cormriitiee on
strcct lighting, L0 s7id no Turther oction wos taoken
vith respecet to this cormiupicciion a8 congider.tion was
tnen bolng given to roevigioa of Ghe li htnas oyastom of e
¢city, and that the rceomicud- 1 on of v, Loflfcckers would
be takcon cere of in che v»rogreny of this vork.
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Strect Commissioncer Neofsen stated that e has
boen cmnloved an thav capacity for the past 18 years and
during that time he has never hcard of any compininls corn-
cerning the troffic gituation ot DcHart Place and New
York Avenuc,

Tests condvucted subscqueat to the accident dis-
closed Tthot with automobile tcerdlights burniang britutly
the whceel wear on  the surface of DoHart Place could he
distinsurshed and couwld boe scon to turn into New York

Av.nuc, 18 s me test )so showed that vhilo approach-
ing tece cnd of Dellert Ploeo the inter-track fencc betueen
tr cks 3 and 4 could be pleinly scen, Approachin:, the

cnd of this strccot without the he~dlighog hurning, the
lane of trcffic ond the inter-treck Fence were barcly
disccrrible,

Corclustons

This cccidwnt w8 ¢ouscd by an zutomobile boing
driven upon tie track in froat eof an epprosching trarmn,
for -vhich Arthur N. Allcroft i1z dir.ctly resmongsible.
The ci1ty authoritics ond the roexliroad comnioy ~roe ot
foult for not providing adcquote safcguards at the ralli-
road trecks at the ond of thais streoru.

It appcars thot the encine crow of treain No, 228
had no warning thet there vv-g an obscruction on the treck
until the engincnan sow a small lisht directly in front of
the engine and he i1mmedi~oely -~pplied the breokes 1n oner-
geacy but 11t was then too lote Lo provent the accidont,

According to the statcw.nts of the draver of the
sutomobilc he wos somevhnt familticr with the locelrty 1n
which the nccident occurred, and ke oper-toed hais c¢ir into
DeHart Ploee o1y o short Jisterce from the cnd of tHhe
strcet with the 1ntuntion o curning into Low York Avenuc
ot tne interscetion of these two strects, In vicy of the
foct that only the cowl lights wore buarsing he aid not dio-
cover thaot r¢ had passcd the intcrscetion until the Tront
cnd of the cor drogped off the stotion pleoiform ond unon
the trock, He thon mece ca oflfort to get the car off tae
trock but wes unoble to do 8o boeforce the cpprozaching
train rc ched that point., A teost afler the cccaidcat
reveeled thet thc rays of autoacbhile headlights shoved the
line of tr.vel on Dellrrt Place and ~1lso the i1aber~track
funee direetly ahcod, Hed Lir. Alleroit boun onerating
his cor with tacv heodlights 1n onerntion and hag he bocen
fully alert he should have obs.erved that hce wog wncoeoring the
cnd of thu strocet in tine cither to gstop the cur beiore
1t passcd over the plntform or ¢o turn r1to Now York
Avcaue a3 intended,
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The only indication that DeHart Place ends at Lhe
railroad station platform was a warnlns sicn located 1o
about the center of the strcet a short distonce scuth of
the platform, and a. the time of the accident the letter-
1ng on this szon was 1llesible, The evidence indicates
that attention of both thc railrcad cotipany and the city
authorities had been callced to the dangercus condition
that existed at this point ard that there had been numercus
lnstances of automoniles ruanning bevond bhe end of the
street and upon the nlatform, and i1n souns cases the cars
were not stopped before comrletely vpasging ovel the plat-
form ard uson the tracks, MNotwithstanding the fact
that o hazuard was kaown to evist at this point, steps
which werc necessary to remedy the satuation both from a
standpoint of the safe operrtion of traing, as well as
rroviding adequate salety to vehicular tr.Tfic were not
taken unti1l after this accicdent. Since the accident,
however, the railrcad compsny has erccted o fence across
the end of Dclirt Place forming & barrier s wall as g1ving
warning that the streel cuds al that point.

The employees 1avolved were experiesnced mea, and
at tho tine of the accideab snoae of them had been on Guty
in vielation of any of tne ;rovicions of the hours of
scrvice law,
Respectfully summaitted,
W. P. BORLALD,

Dircctor,.



