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INTEPSTATE COTLARCE COLLIISSTON

REFORT OF I"Z, DIRLCTCR OF T L. BURDAU QF SAr MY IN Ru IVVES-
TICGATION OF AN ACCI ml'; "TIICH GCCURRED AT THE TNTI:-
SLCTION CF THL TRACLHS OF TN CUHICAGC & ITCRTII WESTLEL
RATILVAY AND THID CHICAGC, IMNILWAUKIZIZ, ST. 2AUL & PACTLTIC
RAITRCAD »T JAVESVILLE, WIS., CN JANMUARY 18, 1930,

March 10, 1930.
To the Commn!ssion,

On January 1&, 193C, toere was a s1ée collision between
two passenser tr-ins at the intersection of the tracks of
the Chicago & Morth Western Reilway and the Chicaro, .i1l-
wavkee, St, Paul & Paciiic Rallroad at Janesville, Wis,,
resulting in the injury of Tour cnoplovess,

Location and method of ozeration

T.ig accident occurred at the intersecoion of the
treclis of the Liadisecn Division of the CAlWRy wnd the lcaisocn
Division of the CIIStPAPRP, anear Race Slrceb and hetween
diver 3treet and Franklin Street; 1n the 1miediese vicinity
of the point of accidont %olh roads are siagle-track On
the C&MW 1i1reg 1n ecch carection there are autounatic hHlock
slenals but for e discoaunce of 366 feet adjacent to the
crossins Lrawn movaleats ere roverned by time-taole and
train orders, tr.ing of the ClLutP&PRR are ormerated by time-
tatle, train ordcrs and 2 marual hlock-siaal system, The
tracks of the two roanes insersect at an ancle of 100 14t
and the grade 1s pracuicelly level, Both trains 1nvolved
were westbound, according vo tlLic-table direction, but for
the purpose of this renort compass directions sre used,
Approaching the crossiags fron oho soutawest, the direction
from which the C&ITW crain .o, rowered, and besinning at the
Juact.on switch of the Lale Sho.e Division and the Madicon
Division, the switch "weias located 159 feet southwest of
the ceater of the crossing, ther- 18 2 conpound curve to
the left eroending to and beyond the croseing. Approach-
1ng the crossing from thc uorth, the cirection Jrom 71ich
the CIIStP&P train ecpproached, the troacls 1s tanceat to and
for a shore dist-ree hovond the crossing, On the CUSLPEP
KR theic 198 a rallroad crogsins stop sign located on a
telegruph nole on Rock River bridre at a point 441.5 feet
from the ceater of the crossing, thorc was 4o Stop sSigh on
the C°NWRy at the time of the accident. Tucre 18 no intcer-
locking plant at¢ this goiat, and 1t 13 provided by State
law that all tr.ins shall comc Lo a full ston ».fore arriv-
ing at or crossing the track of another railircud at grade,
not protected by interlocking, ond w_tlun 400 Tect thereofy
and the troin ariivine neer gcid crosgine first shall cross
«nd iove on first,
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Anproaching She crogsine. foom the acutbthwest on the
track of the C&NWRy from the vicinity ol inc juncuvion
switeh a viocw of tre c¢resein: coa oo hed ccemoss tae i1ngade
of the curve 1iom “bh. fToromn's sicc of an ol 1nc cab,
however, while ronadine the cuorve the fircman's vicw of the
trocks aorth of Lhe crossins s obscored from vicw hy t.e
¢1cinesy from the or _1ncrents gaide of the cab the vicw of
the erossing 1s cont1der.bly roscricted avouad the outgidn

I tho curve., Approaching the croscinl Trom tlc nerth on
the track of the CIIStP&PRR a view of the eros.in~ can be had
Trom cithoer £100 0if an onfi1ae cab for a conside suble dis-
tance; hwicover, a vicw of the aporocching, C&XNJ tr in could
be had cnly from She (iromonts side of the cirine ceh, At
the timoe of the acerdent theee was a CulW froilcht trein
gond g on the Lol Saor OJivision track of the C&NWHRY
which track sarell.ls the ClLOtPAF Lrack on the cast, with
the froant cpnd of the ¢nrane av ¢ soint o nroxinately 161
feot north of the crossir-,.

The weather s cloar ot thr t-ac of tne weceident,
walch occurred b about 6,22 a.n,

Descri cion

C&NW masscncer train o, 507 corsistcd ol tvo oxpross
cais, two mail cars, oac hafcagd cur, OLG 5MOK1AC C.T, 0OnC
coach and thr.c slcepins cars, in che order nrred, hzuled
by cn-inc 1535, and wos in chargce of Coadnctor curohy sad
Encipncnan Drown. This trzin made a stop fer Lhic croscins,
then procceded, and whale Lravelang &t o specd cstirated
to heve been 8 or 10 males per hour eollicded waith
ClMStP&P trian o, 221,

CLStP&P trein Mo. 221 consigved of onc riall oad cxpress
car, one bogsaafe car, ouc s5torafc CXpIes. cor, LWJO CoLcaco,
five sl.cning cors, .nd onc cafe-observoation c¢or, 1n the
order naned, healed by cagrine 6363, cocnd wes in choarge of
Condunctor Chrystal and w., idecwon Foeging, This train wos
trevelang et o gpoed cscim ted to heve pnen from 5 to 8
milcs per houl vhen 1L collided with C&NW Lrain No., 3507.

The cagines cellided near their forwerd wnds,  C&NW
cngine 1635 corie to ust on 1ts 1lalt sife, down on ciibenk-
101t omd on Loe west side of thic ¢ rossingy 1ts teonder was
behind 1v with the cistern torn from the frome, The first
car in CGINW troin Mo, 507 wag slighily demc-ced.,  CLSEE&P
carine 6363 2lgo come to roest on 1ts 1loft 51de, buc on the
cast sidce of thr crossing, 1ts tender was to the rear and
to the risbt of 1t, Nonc of the ¢ re 1n CHMSSP&P train No,
221 was derailed or domcged, The wmplovees injursd woere
the enpincmen and fircmen of C&NW troain Yo, 507, 21d the
casincmra aad © coel passcer of CM3tP&P tr.in o, 221.
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Surmary ol eviduicd

Laf lnemen Drovn, or CedW bioin Ho, 507, st led thot he
made the stop Tor the cvosoia, vwiith thie prlot »i Lhe o g1nc
tt o noeint  thout 275 Lot south o tie contor of Lhu cross-
1n¢, then rotoeased the rar biches, procoecded, thoe juaction .
giriteh beaing linced Tor the Jladisor Divigion, C&IMRY, aod
gounded two H1o st oa the .1 1ac whistlce far the crosaing
2ad in crsver to the preocced sisunnl of the switschteader,
whose shoavy 18 locted cosl of ohe Lr cks ~Lour 200 Foot
south of the ccater of the crossirg. It 8 14 th. switch-
tenuer's sronal hed o 1aflnence vhebover 1w coricction vith
this novoncat cver the cerossiny, Lo ticon Bioawm scrtea thet
he had the sidc vandow of G e ine co® onen, but that the
front v aindov wos closcd; the cacane bell was ricsing, On
secount of the curve to the 't be d2d ~ot v, o cleer
vicw o the crossing uaftil re-chin~ o elab 1v ble vicinity
of the switchiender's sha-ov, ~owout 75 or 100 foot oorth of
where chie sten wes madce; «a0a e Mrat g-ow bthe coozZsian 1t
wes cellar,  Jhilce rouwfing the curve he sonwr She oo dlaigoht
of the o« riac of CIIStPEP bruan o, 221, burntoar orighuly,
and 11 appcnred Lo be b o oo r tho north wod of Rock
Rover bridese, th i bridoc belng ohouvt 450 foct in lonsth
mad o 1ts south ond ckout 275 Dot rorih of the coater of theo
CTrO8staLT, u Which ti1 hizs own treoin s oboul L50 fect
freom the crosginz, Tasi wwu Brawn osvimctbed the speed of
his o troais to ieve been chout 8 miles nor hour whon has
cngine stertcd toword the crossing; =6 Lhot oime the wn-1no of
ClIIBtP&Y trairn No, 221 w.s juat nboub oft ti. osouth ced of
Rock River bridge, but oxccelly how close to Thoe 3oath cad of
tace bridge oo coald ot soy.  Ther ws a waistle sicarl
Dlown o o ooasine wialtsble, oae veiy ghort Jharp bleost, whea
the prlot of hzs ourn oo 1ne wog wopr..ching the erossiag,
and it appcorcd to him *net e 0 110 of CUGLFLP Lr-ain No,
221 vo3 ctout 75 ov 100 roob Trom his own o i, he
immediately applicd the air Lrok.o 1 omuercoency 108 closcd
tne throttle, 2t mach time ohe ¢ 17100 of CUISVPEP troin
No, 221 wes 2houat 50 o 60 foct from Livs cwl on_1ac, ond
thien bLhe eoclilrsilon cecarrcd.,  Liola00m Brom stoocd thrt
al the uvime he node the ston for Lhue ¢rossing he could ot
seo tnoe CIISLPEP treck around the frcat cud of bhis own wroging,
but thet Just cflcr svasting enln hog flrosron ¢ 14 Veloor
over heic, theri rs o 3t Prul hoodli~hit chormine up the
otlicr sidce of the crosuwrny, 1t 17 Lom. distoace ofi, "

Ly reenen 3rcwvn s.1d tat hoe denowed o hias firem n antal
gtrrting round the curve, 2d thot vhea he 404 heve o elo 1 (.
vicw ho di1d act keoop o eorliriauocus loowout For CLISLPAP

tr-in Ne, 221, beccusce he hoa o momcntarily divert his
cttention from th t troirn 1a crder to wotch for the 1171co-
tion of a bloek a1-cl lococtoed oa higs side of the trock of

the Twodison Divigsaicn, CAMWRy, ot a point about 135 fecot

north of the ceater <f the crosg.ne, thic siancl, howcver,

had rothing Lo do wnth nis voveneat over the crossing,
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Ensineman Brouwn stated Jat Uhe air brelies on i tifln
voslted oroperly cnd that the he2dl bt wes t1 ed on Tull,
that he did 210f hear the CI3LP&ET en 1ne gsound two olasls on
the whistle to 1n¢icate that that trzain hed nade the reguir-
ed stop for uvhe crossias, tnrl wporoaching tne crassia~ "18
firenan wes sivting on the freemant's scat Lox, Jookilg,
anead; and that anothier CATW train 'ao suendin on the track
of 1re Lare Sucre Division, CLWWRy, ihireh trac. narrlilels
the CLETPEY trech on the e st, 1vaith 108 en1ne .t a point
150G or 200 feel north of ULre crossin , 7 Lh the .cadlarht
dimmed, out that there was no sr.oke or steem connd that
enc~ine "Mich would obscure g view ol the w-wli1sac ol Lhe
entlne of CIWBtFLP Lrain No, 221, Lnoinenag Diown Turbner
staved toat e wwos familiar with che rule regu-rin, bLrains to
anproach railread crossince 4 crade prepared Lo slop and
vhere renulred by Jav toorns wst atop, 2od 1l vas fis
underetading that afler conwic to a Tull ston 1% vas reguar-
ed Lo aosrocch Ghie cooosins oxgpecting te find 1t obstructed,
gaying Tual hoe cousdered th~t Le fully coar.clied with the
rule When he 1.3l gow bre beedlicht of CUSTPAP Lroin Yo,
221 1n the viczniLy of thie no~th end of Rock R-ver bridge

he ficured tant vivw trs n bad not eroived vothiln the ro-
guired AL00 fect sboppinc distarce Zrorr the croo-inz, and
vihen he oot thay trein clese Lo the oo th cnd of the bridre
tacre wags ne ¢otht in his —ind hot thot 3L vorue coume to a
stop before reeching, the crossing,

Mircpen 5t., John, of C&I'W troan Jo, 507, stated th-t
vhen Mis train steobed, oTcer «c2kang, the shopd orob bly boe-
twecn 200 oad ADC foot “ron the cross ac, ne res sirubins on
his scet box, vath Ll¢ J1c¢lt sde vnncows of Loo cafine cab
opcn, and that lLe 1»¢ - clvar vror of Lhe eroggins and in-
formed Soyiacarn Zrovn oot vbo erossinm os cl.oory however,

he dentcd bhevint ccon awre of cay troin <ppro.chin on the
CMBLP&P treck, s-yang Vot the f118t ke vo.cw ol ¢arihing
wWrong wos wilen the collis:on occourrud, drrcian 51, John
gard tn-t tl oo vios o CAFV froicht train shomdin~ north of
the croosiag wvaith the he-dii hv on Lhe cofine dimmed; that
there wis no smoke or stoeam arcund =hi-t on-ine So obstruct
the vicew of the ClLSLF&P trocl, ~hich Tr <k Lc cculd sce Tor
onlwT ¢ ghort ¢ist--ec norch ol Lle¢ cvessin~, Taroman S5t.
John gtoted thio L n. bo rd £ “lost soundcéd on an orcinc
vinlatle ond he tnee bt thav o flig vos boeins o 1lcd ing 1t
sc.omed te hm th B ~fter o T3tole Sime $helc wes -cnother
blast soundcd, as he L' ou Lt he he'réd tvro sho U blsts of
the vvhistle Trroman =t, John did not tnovr other En-iac-
man DBrown soudac.d tv/o blosts on the or-aine whlstlc ofter
raing the steop for tae ciossias, and did not r ¢ 11 whether
the cnglac bell wes rinala”, he catimetoed the g ocd of has
tr in 0 hoave beca W0 altog :2r hour or less coproaching
the crossiag
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Conductor "wrury, Beogapcman Tohcncdol, 3r Lanma
Grrvia ond F1-rowon Nowbyy, of CRTT train ho, 507, o1l of
whom were roaing ocer on T trown, were uneverc of onplhing
wrong prior Lo the ceeidont,  Mer suotolests fuee to the
cffcet that the gtop w-s 1oee for tho crossing, Loct tho -ar !.
brekes worked pronerly ond tHict two bBlasts woro sounded on
the ¢z une whastle, thoar cslbiantes of the loc.ubion of
bthelr carine when the stop wvos m~de ronged Trom obout 265
to 400 foot l[rom th. conter of thc crossin., wvhile to.o.r
catimtes of the speed of their L7eain ot th. tim. of cho
collision ronsed from 8 to 10 m1les per four,

Inrincmen Hisgains, of CuStP&P Croan Ko, 221, st~ted
thit he cde the stop lfor 7 ¢ crossing ricat ot the stop
bocrd, the (a-1av ceb being actrly oppositl the scop hoord.
Tuicer he reloosed oche 21r br lieg, sovndea Tivo blasts on the

woine vhisgle ~ad proccudcd, obiutining o sovcd OoF chout 6
or & n1les LT Moul, Jusc L.efore ro-ehing o crossang
there wos o CANW Ticicht troin st.ndin, on the djecont
prr-~11lel trecl on the opposile side of his o'm eilllne, hut
he sri1d thot gbe-rt _nd smeke Trom the onrince of thet troain
d1d net 1avn_.pepfoere 5107 18 ovm viow to and bhevond the
crossiaf, Qa re clainc & point zooub 40 or 50 Lot from the
crossing be nouticcd thac relfleclica of o neralight, but could
not 1Loll eXoetly where 1t was; how wver, he IJroured that
1t v=35 on th. « i7inc orf ¢ troip comla” over the crossial,,
and he scuaded one Jong blest on Lhe cagine vbighklc and

aprlicd the 1r br-kcs 1n ©aro.necy. Then tre colloision
occurowd, 20 vbich time he cgtiacted tho snood of 18 own
tr~in bto hove boon 6 or & aloeg nor louar. En, 1ncuon

Higrins st Led tht  fier sorrting cheed follo ing the stop
mode ot the gtop horrd he raouir.ed of his fircenan, viio wag
gittias on the fz.va-nte 2.2t hoxX vith the vandow ohen, ©8
to conditions ah & from €00 sade of the cnrinc ana the
fircmen inforrced ham bt he could not scoe —arehaag, on
ceccount of sterm nd smolke  Crom wne ¢itine ol CGNW trein
No. 322. Kagiiemar FHiss10s s01d thet he 9id rnot hoerr eny
sicnel sound d on citner the carine whigtle of C&NW train
No. 507 or C&Md teein No, 322, Lhet CENW treain ho, 322
obstiructed his view of C&IW tr-in lio. 507 °s 1t -~y rooched
the croagin., Tio -~ir Lrckes on liigs own tr -in vorlod prop-
cely and Che heedli-ht wg hurnias -11 richo, mArinea™n
Hicoins sbiocd th L hne wes Lopmalic vath the vl reouiring
troains to onproach roilvoc’ erogsiiges ot grode broprred o
stop end wa.ic reauired by law treins must stopy 1n hls
oninioa he comolied witch the rule,

Firvemen Getog, of CISTP&P tr-in No, 221, stoted thet
when his troain stopped ot the stop bowrd, with the froat
wnd of the cigince Just o Lirvvle by the bocrd, btow-rd tho
crogsing, he vms s2ttias on the scat box v1:h mis heeod sut
of the open szde vandow for caough to lock ch-od thicurh the



windshield, and that he saw CANW trein Mo, 322 standing on
the adjncent trcck. Afler mar~ing the stop anr whistlaing off,
Faraineman Lie;ins inculred as to coaditicns alcad on the
fireman's side and the [ireman inlecrred his e1 ineanan that he
could not see on account of the s.10lke cad steem from the
en-ine ol CXEW train [To. 322. Just as his ovm en 1ne was
passing Lhat engine be saw the reflection of the he dli-ht of
the eun~ine of CANW train "o, 507, at vhirh tine he estimcted
the speed of hic teoin to have been 5 or 6 allces ser nour;
then the colligsicn ccecurred before he could rive warain~ of
dancer. Fireman Gotes further stated thal 1n hais oninlon
had 1t a0t been for C&MNW freov-ht trein Mo, 322 standing on
the adjacent treck with tle front ead of the ~21rine north

of the crossin- he could lrve secen C&YW passen o« train No,
507 appronching tho ¢ casing. In other regp-cts his testi-
mony practically corroboruted thet of 21 1hewan Dicgins,

Statonents of Coal Pegser Joerdec, Coiwvcteor Chrwstal,
Bagracemen Kubirtz, wxpress Messonrer Judne, Dr.oreman Jeffroy
and Flarnen Prouocld, of CHIStP&P train No, 221, were to the
effeel bLhes their t7oun mode Bhe ston for bre gecosing 1n
the vicinity of the s'cp horrd rrd thet cvo Llasts were
gsounded on the oo are whistle, The o1r brolies worked oropuer-
1lvy. Thclir esbtirietes of tlie gneed of therir t.in at the ftime
of the collisgion ranred foom 5 to 7 mles moer sour., Flarman
Pronold, Bergnagoman Dubitz end Dxpress Licsgen~er Judnse 2lso
stanted thnt alter the cce.odent thev C&INW frocirqat truain ho,
322 becked oway from the crossing ot lcast © coanle of cer
Jengzhs, why, they did not .now,

Uembers of vhe cocsr of CTW fre. ht troain lvo, 322, now-
ever, denied th © their train beeked up 27ter tho acecadent;
their stotumcnts verce to the effcet thet COFW troain Mo, 507
did meke a stop for ohe crogeins, the daistoncs t-ct caopine
being from the ciogiiae % vte tire the stor vz uwade verylng,
but that CIISLEAP train No, 221 ~oprichivly dio noh make o stop
for the crossing, Switch Toender Cronin, of the C&NWRY,

stated th:t CXNW trein Mo, 507 mrde a stop for the crossing
with the front oend of the cacance at a pornt 297 fect south

cf the ccavcr of the crossins

(R

Conclusio..s

This cecident 1ias causnd by the f1lusce of In-iacrcn
Higeins, ol CuiSTP&P trrain o, 221, to asceririn definitely
that the crossin: ves clear boefaorce attompting to pras over
1t.

Enfaineiian His.ains scid thot when procecdaing cTtor moking
the stop at the siop bo.rd, he 11cuired of the Tirenra s to
conditions Jrom thoi gidc of the cnrrae, and wes Lold theat

he faircman could rot sco ~aything on ~ecount ol smoxe and
steam from the ¢ine sbonding on the acjoining trror,
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This smckce oad slcon drd a0t abscurc ﬂ“’lﬂC“Pn Hirrin's
ownl vicw ol the crossing, bult he 5 1d the drown stzacll
cbgcurcd his view of thco iprocching CEIW pﬁss 2w troin,
Notvithst~ndans, thot acitror he nor Zis Ticconen covld nell
wiicther o train weg wproccians, from bthe 1ofe s1dc, he
cortinucd tow.rd “hc crossing, ~nd 1t ws 10t until waithin l.
LO or 50 focot of ~t th-1t he aoticed the reflecetion of tlc
heocdlurht of on caraine shining on the crossty,,, a2d roenl-
izcd © troin wes whout to ncss over 1t. Tne do1 o to the
Liasines cle~oly 1odac Les that the front ond of Lo C&EITW
cumine hed ro chod o 9011t to Lhe 1,0t of n.  CBRISTPRP
trock ce seen fram o1 cotinc appro-chiie on trh o CMISTPEP
troeck, vhich sooms coaclusive ovidcnece thet the crossin. was
aot eloor whea the "CM3tP&I carince attenwted to ceross, ond,
fartherniore, 1% scwas cloerly esg~.lishdd th t Tthe cross 1ng
retually vog ele " wien the C&NW . -iac ronched tac crossiag.

Tnrtacasn Treo 1o g fonlior wivh the toceks an
th~t locolity enl he hra o sen Lo boelaove vhoet - tr-1in
micht be cxmrelod Lo nove ¢1 toe tac eromsing ot -y time
Trom th. 1oft side of the CUBER&P trock, (nd the faet thot
the vioew to the 1ot of the trech on vwhich 18 trauin was
maving wos obscured shouwld hove nronpted him to taike extre
pr-couticon 1n cpprooching the crossing.

The tostimony 1s conllicting ¢s to whether cither trcin

cimac to o full ston wichin thoe 400 foot 1imit. Tho cnbirc
crcw of the CIIStP&P troin testifind tont thoir troin camc
to o Tull stop, while thc conductor z2nd cagiacmen of the
Ca&NW freieht tr-an, wh~ w Te 1n 7 poeltion Lo obscrve the
move.lent, said the troan did not stop. The cantire ercw of
the C&NW pascenger tr in stabed thot thoeir troim come to o
Tul? stoo vithin thoe A00 foot limitb, ond thoeir tostimony
13 supported by th L of trhe svrtehtender, but o firomon on
a CMSLP&P posscnzer co~ine, who wis 1n a posilion to know,
sa1d tne GANW tr 1n €14 acl comce Go o full stop,

A stete low reguires o1l troins to stop at this cross-
ing cnd the ralcs of both roilread companics reaouirco all
trains to Ppprogch the crossian with caution. Each crew
claimed Th.t thcir respociive troing were h-ndled in 2ccor-
dnce with both the locw £#ud the rules, but Lhe fret remaiins
that Lo two caraince did celirae on the cressing with such
forec as to Lurn bovh over on their sides c£nd do considerable

dame re, .
There 18 no form of cerossing protection -t this point

cxelpt the stop bo-rd loc.tced nthaCdBtP&PRR oT 4 noint

L41,5 Teet north of uvhe cunter ¢f the crofsing; there 18 o

da1ly moveront of cunroxin tely 45 tr” 1ns oaver this cross-

ing, and the nceed Tor (ddatiocanl protection vhich would be

provided by aa 1znur100§1pg nl~nt should be glrven coareful

consid.ration,
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All ol the euplovees 1nvolved were cxperierced men
and at toe time of the accidcont none of them had bcen on
cuby 1n viclavien of any of the Lravisious of ithe hnurs ol
gervice law,

fgespectlully gsubnitted,

W. P. BODLAID,

Director.



