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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SATETY IN RE
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE
WABASH RATIWAY NEAR VALLEY CITY, ILL,, ON AUGUST 3,
1928,

September 26, 1928,

To the Commission:

On August 3, 1928, there was a rear-end collision
between a freight train and a passenger train on the Wabash
Railway near Valley City, Ill,, resulting in the death of
one employee and thie injury of one employee. This accident
was 1nvestigated in conjunction with a representative of the
TIllainoils Commerce Commission,

Location and method of operation

This accident occurred on that part of the Spring-
fi1eld Division extending between Shops, near Snringfield,
I11., and Outer Depot, Hannibal, Mo., a distance of 103.1
miles; this 1s a single-track line over which trains are
operated by time-table, train orders and a manual block-
signal system. The accident occurred at a point 4,915
feet east of the depot at Valley City, approaching the point
of accident from the east the track 18 tangent for a distance
of 4,724 feet and then there 1s a 3° curve to the right
2,915 feet 1n length, the accident occurring on this curve
at a point approximately 1,072 feet from 1ts castern end.
The grade for westbound trains 1s practically level to the
point of accident and for 783 feet farther west; then 1t
15 0.498 per cent ascending for a distance of 1,547 feet,
almost to a water tank at bridge 508, a draw bridge span-
ning the Tllinoils River,

Under the rules when a following train 1s per-
mitted to chnter an occupied bhlock the dispatcher authorizes
the operator to 1ssue a caution card in addition to the
clearance card,

A clcar view of the caboose standing at the point
of accident could be had around the curve from the engineman's
side of thc cab of a westbound engine for a distance ol only
8L1.8 fect,

The weather was clear at the time of the accadent,
which occurrcd at about 8.08 a. m.



Description

Westbound freight train cxtra 2259 consisted of
58 cars and a caboose, hauled by engine 2259, and was 1n
charge of Conductor Hartnady and Eangineman Busn This train
left Bluffs, the last opcn office and 8.4 miles cast of
Valley City, at 7.12 a. m., according to the train sheet,
and was brousht to a ztop with the cneine opposite the water
tank at bridce 508 and the rear end of the caboosc 2,330
fect cast Thereof., While standing at this point the caboose
was struck by train No, 3.

Westbound pasgcnger train No., 3 consaisted of one
mail car, onc bagaagce car, one coach, one cafc=-chalr car
and one Pullman car, havled vy cagine 620, and was 1n
charge of Conductor Sults and Engineman Blcethen., At Bluffs
a clearance card and scveral train orders werce delivered to
the crew, however, Operctor llarshall failced to deliver a
caution card advising that tlo block was occupired. Train
No. 3 departed from Bluffs at 7.50 a. m., according to the
train shecet, on time, and collided witn the reer end of
extra 2759 while traveling at a spced catimated to have beoen
about 20 milcs per hour,

The cabogse of cxtra 2259 and the car ahcad of it
were derailed and dostroyed, vhilc one truck of the next car
ahcad wags dere1lced, Enrmine 620 was derailed to the left but
remeincd practically upright; other cquipment in train No., 3
wag not deraried. Thoe cmplovee kKilled wns the Tfirceman of
train MNo, 3, who jumped prior to the collicion,

Summary of cvidencee

Conductor Hartnady, of cxtra 2259, stated that
whem work was comoleted at Haples, 4.5 milces cast of Valley
Cily, his traim hcaded out on the main track, the passing
track switch was celoscd and 1t was then 7 45 & m He
figured therc was ample timce for his train to reach Valley
Cily and clecar at tht point at the time the following train,
No. 3, was due at Nanles, at 7.59 a. m,, although h¢ said
he expccted his cngine to take water at Valley City.
Arproaching Vellcy City cxtra 2259 was brought to 2 stop,
at 7.56 ¢, m., with the cnsine ot the woter tank ot bradge
50€; a fleg was whistled out and Conductor Hartnady said he
1nstructed IMlegmaon Bebeock to go boceck nnd fleg troin No. 3,
The flasman spid he wos goine to do so, end 1t only took a
few seconds for him Lo gct the flopging equapment, then
Conductor Hertnady went to the dosk 1n the eaboose cnd
thought the flegmnn hed gone bock, At ~bout & 02 or & 03
a, m,, ofter weter had beoen token, the train made two or
threc futile attumpts to start, Conducler Ilartnady walked
ahead ~bout 81X car lcnsths to blceed off sticking brokes



-3 -

on scme of the cars and at this time he heard train No, 3
approaching. He then ran back Lc¢ the caboose to see whether
Flagman Babecock was far enough ocut and shouted to him to

"oet back." He said that the [flagman was back about as far
as the station beoard, this board 1t was afterwards determined
was located L88.6 feet east of where the rear end of the
cabooge sbtood, when train No., 3 passed the flagman, the
accident occurring rtmmediately afterwards, at which time
Conductor Hartnady estimated the spced of train No., 3 to

have been about 20 or 25 miles per hour, Conductor Hartnady
Turther stated that ag train No. 3 rounded the curve he

heard the Ilag answered; also, that the Tlag had not been
recalled by whistle prior to the accident, and that Flagman
Babeock had plenty of time to have gone back rmuch farther
than he actually did go con this occasion. Conductor Hartnady
said that en route on this trip trouhie had been expcrienced
wilith the eir bralkes sticking on several of the cers and he
was of the opinion Lhat had this troubls not ccecurred at the
water tank his train could have piocecded iviithoul delay.

Plagman Bahcock, of exlra 2259, stated tlat he
did not, think that water would be taken at the +rter tank
and when the sveed of bis traln was reduccd approaching
that point he did not lhrow off a fusee as the caboose
started to round the curve, being of the opinion that his
train would nercly come to a stop at bridge 508 as requared,
and then i1mmediatelv procced, on belng sizzaled by the watch-
man, 1n accordance with sSpecizal instructicng contained 1n
the time-tarle When fhe stop wWas peing nade ot the water
tank Flagman Babeock said he promptly got down out of the
caboose curcla, weni to che front of the caktoose, securcd
torpedoes, th.on got off the caboose just boforc kis train
camc to & full stop and started back with flagging eguip-
ment 1n order to flag train No, 3, which train Lo knoew was
following his own train, hec thought thot that Lrein was late.
Flagman Babecocck said he walked Lrek and nod rcached a point
about five tolearenh pole lenethe 1n the rear of thoe caboose
when he saw train No, 3 approaching at the eastern end of the
curve; ho started running and weving stop £icnnrls and heard
Conductor Hortnady shout a warning of d-agcr, but trrin No. 3
passed hin ond then the collisieon occurred, Flasmen Fabcock
¢id not put down torpedocs oo this occosion, ns requared,
saying thet he hod not gotten b-ock 28 £ r 25 he wented to 1n
order to do this; he felb pretty sofc at the noint where he
flagred but wepntcd to got broek on the straight treck ond
was of the op.onion thet the felloviag troin would oo able
to stop. HC couvld not sey wheilther has flog signnls were
answered but felt corteain that they were obsorved; he
thought he weg voek Cor ciengh so that the cngincarn of troin
No, 3 would bte abic to sce him on cthe stroight trock oost of
the curvc; he st-ted thot Conductor Hortnady did not say
anything to him ~beout foing brck to flog or ns to now frr
to go, ~nd thet he did not heor o fl-g whistlced ouvt or in
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but d1d think that he heard his enpinenan whistle off hrakes
Flagman Babcock further stated that the fireman of train No.
3 jumped off engine 620 at a point east of where he was flag-
sing According to measurements made after che sccadent

the body of Tircnan Miller wag lying at a polnt 549.8 fcet
east of where the rear end of the caboose of extra 2259
stood,

tnoineman Bush, fircman Apple and Head Brakeman
Ford were unaware of duythlnp wrong prior To thie accident,
Their statements were two the effect thot their train de-
parted from Naples at 7 45 a. m., was Brourht to a stop at
the water btank at 7.%6 a. =,, took water and endesvored to
start at about 8 01 or £.02 a m j thal trouble h-d bheen ex-
perienced en roatc wi.h s1? brakes stickins on several cars,
and that a Tleaes was whistled wut et the twuie the stop was
made at tic matov tanz hut that the fleog was nov recalled,

Euganeman Hlelbheu, of trawln Lo 3 glated that has
train departed from Bluifs at 7 50 a, m., »ou time, but that
no caution card Jag recceived frow tas operitor tefore leav-
1ng thal voint. He was aolh aware that exbra 2259 wag ahead
of his train. 01 ansroachiar Lhe curve involved at a speed
of between 45 and 50 rilles per hour he shat off stheam end
reduced specd, wmreparatorv to roundiag tne curve, and then
he saw Flognan Boabcock runding ana waving stop signals with
& red Tlag. In-aneman Rlethen innedictely applied the air
brakes 1n <nerscncy, tlien saw vhe caboose chead and jumped,
Lreineran Blethen gaid that the u_r hrekes Lad hcen toested
and wvor+ed properly en roulte and Lo csotimated bhelt the gpoed
of hug train had been roduced to uoouT 20 milcs per hour at
the Time of tho coliision. Conductor Bults and Brakeman
Vincont had no knowlcdge of anythinz vrong unuil the ecar
btrakeg were applicd i1n cmur_ency Just prior to the accident;
neor had they roceived o cavtion cerd to the coffeet tinat the
block was occupired. Conductor Suits estincted the grnced of
his uvrein to 1ave becen aoscut 15 or 16 milcer por hour vhen
the accident occurrced,

Operrtor Marshall, stationed st BlulTs, cthoted
that he wns an extra ope“ator, e mad had ocout 15 years ox-
pcericnce, had worked ot thic point scveral Limes belorc and
was thoroughly famlller with the rales woverning thoe operation
of the block system He sexd shot he went on duty a0 7 a, m.,
checked ovor the orders wrth the onur-tor who went off duty,
cnd that mis cticnswon wao called to extra 2259 lLeing in the
block, Opcrator Ilnrshall s-:1d that re hanclcod the Lrtln orders
for troin No, 3 rnd cleared ta~t tr-in without giviug the crew
a cauticn cird, a3 soauircd, olthousgh the block was occupied,
Train No. 3 dcpertec on bime, He wrs fully awsre off the ro-
quirements of the rulc in rerard to 1ssulng caviion cords
wiien the block 1s occupicd 2ad stoated that the only cxcusc
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he could offer for not doing so was tne Tact thet on the morn-
11g 1n questlon he was ruuch busicr thon asucl ond 1h hig huarry
to get a proocr linc-up of the train orders and vrains beforc

the rush he failed to gcet the coution cord ror troin Nooo 3.

‘ccording to a stotcment by Sunerintondent Karnes,
coutlion cards aore 1ssu.d only by the dispatlchers IT a pre-
cedaing frﬁlght Ttroin has not elearcd the block cnd another
troin 1s rmeady vo onter the block, the operrtor ootifics the
diepaleber and 1f condstions mmfrunt ~t the Iabhoe™ 1ssuCs a
coution cord to thoe oncrator in nccorpdrnce with the ruies,
otherwise thc operetor helds the treoin until the preccding
troein has clcearcd the block, e, Kernes 1lso stoted thet
in this particulsr casce tho disp-teher gove the operator at
Rluffs the cord aumber cllowing tr-i1a Jo, 3 to procced 1nto
the block boefore cxbra 2259 had cic-ecd the tlock ot Volley
City, and thet Opcerotor s-rohall C-1lcd to doliver thig cau-
tion card to the conductor of trrin Nz, 3. It alse oppearcd
from the sureriatedent?s svoferlerts Wbt ohesc coution cnrds
are 1scued vhenever 1n the orinion of the dispatcher 1b 18
justitiavle, axd th L du?lnp the rionth of sucust, 1928, there
was a totol ¢f 1,895 coution cacds 15cucd o troins noving
over the Springficld DJVlaIpL, of whichh 123 were jssued to
the block opeombor ot Sluli.,

Coneclusiong

This ncerdent was conscd oy the Fulare T Flegman
Babecorck, of cxtro 2259, proocrlry to onrotect the reer of his
trarn, und by Gbtonc frilurc of Ocecictor Larshell (o 1ssuc o
culbzon eard to troein he, 3 before allowing 1t to cater an
occunied block.

Uicer the ru1les vbhen o traia STtops wad. r circum-
Stances an vhich 1t ray boe cverbteked by nother ftroan, the
Tlagnan must 60 beek 1micartely with ficeacu's rignals a
sufficicnt distance Lo lasvre Thil wrotceticn, Whiie
Flremen Bapcoek sS01d he ot off the oc » end »f the caboose
just before cxore 2259 care to o full ston ot Lhe watcr tonk
ond started worlking back, wnd contiaucd to do s> u1rtil he
rczehed o porat 1n the vicanity of Uhe sootioa oioa, locnted
LBA .46 fect eazt of w.ore bbhe rear ead of the caboose stood,
Trom which point he oow Greain N3, 3 oporoochine of the
ecatern end ol the curve, Lhoe veight of testimony 13 to the
¢ffect thot thoere wow cmole time Tor him oo hove gonc back
o anfficront dlub0100 Lo Yave olTf »rded all protcetlion
The 1nvestigation doeveloned Thet cxira 2259 was bronght to
o stop £t th voter o ong ot vbouab 7.56 a, m,, while the
aceident did oot -ccour unuil about 12 manutes later, or
about &.08 7, 1., 1adicrolrg thet Liore wog n113le 2onoer-
tuairty for Flegman 3ebecck Lo bove ~fforded prorer veoop-cnd
protection, According t. ¥~ own stotoments he 41d aot throw
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off a lighted fusee at the time the spced of his train was
redaced when starting to round the curve aprroaching the
water tanl, nor ¢id he put down torpedoes after starting
back to flag, although he admitted he knew that train No. 3
was Tollowing Iis own train, Saying he thought *that train
No. 3 would be late., Fad he complied waith Lthe ruleg and
afforded proper protection to the rear of his train ./he
accident most Tikely woald have been averted,

Operator Marsnall aimitted his own responsitility
for the accident, saving thet 1n his haste he overlooked
getting the caution c¢ard for train No. 3, with the rosult
that he allowed Lhat train to procecd without the crevr 1n
charge huving any £nowlecdge of the fact that the block was
occunied by extra 2259,

-

Conductor Hartnady ss1d that while extra 2259
was being brouaght <o a stop he 1nstructed Flazman Babcock
to go back and flagz train No, 3, elthough the Ploaman denied
having rzsceived cuch zastructions, Conlucter Eartnady then
went to his desk, although at tihe Time his train was broucht
to a stop &t the water tank, 7.56 a. a., the following trein
was due at Naples, 4.5 m.les capt 0oFf Valler Cicy, vithin
three minutes ITnusmuch a8 thic rules nrovide thot en 1n-
Terior train rwst he clecar at Jhe time a first-class traln
1n the samc dircction 13 duc Lo leave the nexl station 1n
the rear vhere time 15 slhiown, Conductor Hartnady therclore
knew therc was on’v three minetes for his train to tecke
water, procecd a considzsroble Jictarcce and cet 1ato clear
at Valley Cicy for wrain Mo, 3. According to Lis own stato-
ments, however, hiz traoin did not atbemmt to start from the
watcr btank unsil 8 02 or £.03 «. m.; bcing unable to get
started on account of brakes sticxking oa severul of the cars,
he welked ahcad to slecd off these cors and 1% vas then
that hc heard train No, 3 aporcaching, hut at tnis L:ime
1t vas too latc to evert the scciicab.  The noramount daty
of Conducter IIartnedy was to lock A0ty the safoty of tnc
train ana ke should not have Yct other duticg intsrfere
thercwith; nad he nede 1% a noart to know whether the rear
end cf his troin was affoyded proper srotocticn, and taere
wag pleaty of lime fer him to have celinctely ascertoined
this fact instcad >f asgsuming thav the {"lagimn had gone
back, the accrdcat couldé Fave becn averted,

411 of tne employees 1nvolved vere experichced men
and at She t.wme of the acei1drat none of them had poen on duty
im viclation of atry of the provisiors »f the hours of service
law,

Rospeelivlly submitted,

W. P. 30BLAYVD,

Dircector.



