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In' re Invastigation of Aocidert on the Lake Frie
. & Western Rallway, Hay 18, 1013,
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On Way 19, 1913, thore wae a head end oolliaslon betwaen
two P, 0. G, & B%. L. freight trains near Indignspolis, Ind.,
regulting in the death of one ezployes and the in of two
saployeea.

This gollislon odourred on the Indlane & Niohigan City
Divigion of the Leke Erie & Yostern Rallway, Juat outolde the
olty 1imits of Indlsnmpalis, about 400 feet morth of 34%h
gtreet groseing, and 80C or 600 feet oulslde of yard limita,
At thig point the Lake Eple & Weatern Rallway 1s a eingle traock
line, operated by the manual blook sysSem. F,0.0.&% 8%, L.
tralng apre oparatsd over this line between Belt Junetion
Indlanapoliie, end Xokomo Junotisn, a distance of 81,8 miies.
¥hen usgﬁ thip traek P. 0. C. & St , L, traine are governed
by the es and regulationa of the Lake Erie and ¥aestern
Eallwsy and the samployoes in chsrge of such Sralne are subjeot
to the yules gnd required to paan the exsmninstion of the Lseke
Eprie & Weptern Eallway.

Tha traing invelved in this callision were northbound
firat No, 88, eonaelsting of engine 83, twenty losded ard
four empty oars and p eaoooge, with Qunductoy Frazier and
Engineaan Cowgill in charge; and gouth~bound firet Mo, 85,
gonglsting of engine 8468, three cara and s cabooses, with
Gonduotor Gladden and Engineman Ross in ¢harge.

At the noint where the sceldent coourred ¥here is a one-
degrep curve abouts threc-quarters >f & mile long, the inside
of the ocurve being Soward the sant, and there Lls a slight
degoending grade fowurd the south. The speed of £irst No,

86 a%t the Slms of the oollision waas about 20 or 20 miles per
houy, and of first Ho. #6 mbout 10 or 12 miles per hour.

view wap obstructed by %reen on the inslde of the surve and

it was fppoesible for sither oreow %0 see the roach of the
othear train until the trains »ere only a short dlastance apart.
Thera were no soeed redtriotlona in effeot at the point where
the colliizion oeduprrdd. A% tho time of the asoident the weather

wag olaar.

At Belt Junetion firet o, 66 receivad order No. 19,
reading es follows: ,

Eng. 8238 w11l disvlsy elgnala ehd run as first let
tighty~cix 686 will meet first 1at'&ight~f1w&hﬁg Bng.
8468 a% Halott Park. Heet acoond anﬂ.ﬁishguflﬁe 85
éng. 0291 at Castleton. Meet extra fifty-five thirteen
8513 eouth at Nobleaville. 1s8 A6 got thiz at Malott
Park, ex B513 ot Wobleaville. -
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First No, 88 left Belt Junetion st 8108 a.m,, snd hed
gone nggiatanna of only about one mile wshen the colligion
scaurrad,

Firat No. 8% left Xokomo Junotion st 4:22 s.m., having
reoelived g% that point order Ho, 12, directing it to run asg
first lHo. 80 and giving 1% right over geoond and third B8 fronm
Kokeoma Junction %o Noblepville, 88 %o get thig order &t
Nobleeville. At Hobleasville, howeveyr, first BB wag glven order
Ho. 17, giving first, second snd :h:ra 85 right over 86 from
Tipton to Belt Junetlon gnd fixing & meeting between first 85
gnd fhirﬁ 88 at Uastleton, third No. 88 to get this order at

zatlaton.

Train order Ho. 19 waz reosived Dy Oparator Lighty at
Yalott Park and pepacted gg hiz t¢ the dlspatcher who gave
hig O. K. at 8108 a. m. e operator's "abP?. notifying the
dispatoher thet the ator signsl was Slaplayed, waas alec given.
The yulesg in forcs on this road require that a fixed egignal
meet be uped st sach traln opder offioe vhioh ghsall indioate
aton when tralns are %o be atopped for ordere, end the rulsee
governing the operation of the telegraph block systen require
in addition that the aperator will Alepley a red flag by day
and a red lantern by night as a notice that the eonductor le
wented for ovrdera.

Opsrator Lighty estated that he digplayed the etop sipnal
put afdmitted that he fallsd %o ddsplay s Med flag as required
by the rulea) he stated that he had mislald the flag but found
it Juet as the traln pacsaed,

The last omiey involving ¥o. B6 whiah wns recelived by Ro.
88 wap ordar Ko. 17 giving 1t right over No. 66 from Tipton
to Belt Junetion. The erew of thig train had no knovledge of
tralin order Wo, 19 fixing a meeting point bYetween first Ho.
86 gnd firet No, 868 at Halott Park.

The enginoman snd Ciremsn of first Ho, B stated that when
their trein approsched Mglott Park they first sgav the block
gignal in the stop poeition but when the whiletle wag dounded
for the plgnal it =2as throvn to the elear poeition, The
conduotor gnd two Lrakemen of thlps train, who were riding in
the oubocse, stated that the blook si was Olear wvhen the
trnin passed. Hefore thig train left Castleton the operator
at thst point had told the oonduator that the dispsteher might
hava an order for his train at ¥alott Park and the conductor
way watohing closely as he approached that station, expeotilng
t5 be etopped, but as the signsl was olesred thg;t?&iﬂ proceeded,

/ i
penording to the statements of two eeatlonmen who were
200 or 300 fast from the bloek signel when thia traln presed,
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the signal was thrown to the stop position after the train
had pesaed and the operstor ran out of the offics waving
a red flag end eslling out to ston the train.

Cperetor Lighty had been in the employ of the Lake Exia
& Western Rallwy cnly three dayas. Hias spplication fopr
enp1u¥usnt on that rosd showed that he had hadt sbout three
vyears' experience on other ruvads as an gperator but for the
paa% five or eix ysars he had not been engeaged in relirasd
work. He wae exammined snd given ingtruotions regarding hig
dutisa by the ohief dispatcoher of the Lake Erlie & Waatern
Rallway and aonsidered by him sompebent %o be plated in
charge of an office, although the ahlef digpatohar had not
at that $ime received a response to hig requsaey far
inforgation regarding thle operator's previcus experience
from the roads ont which he had bean smployaed.

This agocldent was oaused by failure of the operstor
at Malott Pprk %o stop firat No. 08 and deliver omder Ho, 10
£ixing ¢ seseting point for that Srain at that station.

fone of tha employees Anvolved in thia agoidant was on
duty eontrary to the provisione of ths howrs of service law.
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