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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF TEE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE INVES-
TIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE ILLINOIB
TRACTION SYSTEM NEAR DAVIS, ILL., ON MARCH 20, 19235,

July 29, 1935.

To the Commission:

On March 20, 1225, there was a head-end
collision between a passenger trein and a work extra
on the line of the Illinec:is Traction System near Davis,
I1l., which resulted in the death of B passengers and
1 employee. The investigation was made 1n conjunctlcn
witn representatives of the Illinois Commerce Commlssion.

Location and method of operation

This accident occurred on that part of the
Southern division extending between Springfield, Itl.,
ard St. Louis, Mo., a distance of 98.3 miles, this being
s single-track line over which trains are operated by
time-table, train orders, and an automatic block~s1gnal
system; the signal system, however, was not 1n working
order on the day of the accident, The point of accident
wag about 800 feet south of the south switch of the passing
track known as Davis. Approaching this point from the
south the track 1s tangent for more than 1 mile, followed
by a &2 03! curve to the right 1,378 feet in length,
*he accident occurring on the curve about 40C feet from
18 gouthern end. Approaching from the north there 15 a
10 curve to the right 950 feet in length and 1,344 feet
of tangent, followed by the curve on which the accident
occuried. The grade is descending for northbound trains,
being 1.08 per cent at the polnt of accident. The walls
of a cut south of the curve, as well as some trees on
the inside of thec cirve near 1%ts southern end, restrict
the view to about 1,000 feet from either direction.

The weather was clear at the time of the
accident, which occurred at about 1.05 p.m.
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Description

Southbound passenger train No. 7 consisted of
motor 250, of wooden construction, i1n charge of Con-
ductor Roberts and Motorman Peele. It left Carlinville,
I1i., 4.4 mi1les from Davis, at 12.55 p.m., 20 minutcs
late, passed Davis, and had been brought practically to
a stop beforc 1t collided with northbound work extra 1513.

Work extra 1513 consisted of a line car, in
charge of Conductor Fore and Motorman Lindsey. When the
order under which the crew was working expired at 12.10
pP.m. at Benld, 10.4 miles south of Davis, the crew requested
and were furnished with an order authorizing them to run
extra from Benld to Moody, the latter being the first sta-
tion north of Davis. This order was made complete at
12.20 p.m. and work extra 1513 departed from Benld at
about 12.40 p.m., colliding with train No. 7 near Davis
while traveling at a speed eatimated to have been between
25 and 35 miles an houT.

The open platform on the front end of the
line car overrode the underframe of motor 250 and tele-
scoped that car a distance of about 25 feet, both cars
being badly damaged. The employee ki1lled was the motor-
man of train ¥o. 7.

Summary of eviaence

Motorman Lindsey, of work extra 1513, sald
his train departed from Benld shortly after receiving run-
ning orders from Benld to Moody and that when approacking
Lovelees, 1.7 miles from Davis, he inguired of Conductor
Fore, who was riding on the opposite side of the cabin
which 1s built near the center of the line car, as 1o
i1rst train they would have to meet and he ea1d Conductor
Fore replied that 1t would be train No. 95, which 1s due
at Davis at 1.49 p.m. Mobtorman Lindsey said he did not
sound the whistle when approaching Davis, moving at a
speed of 25 miles an hour, and that his first knowledge
of anything wrong was when one of the two linemen who
were sitting on some reels loaded on the front end of the
¢ar, called a warning and jumped. Motorman Lindsey then
saW train No. 7 about BQO feet distant and placed the
trake valve 1n scrvice position, and when tgls applica~
tion d1d not hold he placed the brake valve in the emer-
gency position; he thought he also reversed the power but
was not certain on this point. He also stated that the
Teason he did not see train No. 7 any sooner was bescause
the linemen sitting on the reels cut off his view of the
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treck ahead. Motorman Lindsey further stated that there
had been no conversation concerning train No. 7 between

he and Conductor Fore at any time and acknowledged that

both of them overlooked that train.

Conductor Fore esaid he rode on the front end
of the car with the linemen, in front of the motorman,
until 1n the vieinity of Cavender, which is 7 miles from
Devie, at which pr.»%t he went back into the cabin and
talked with Motorr an Lindsey. "hen near Clark, 3.5 miles
from Davie, Jonductor Fore lookcd st his timetable, while
Motorunan Lrndsey remarked that srain No. 95 was the next
train they would meet, and after 1{oxing at his time-tablk
Condictor Fore replied in the affirmative and said they
would easily be able to reach Moody for that train.

As the train was epproaching Davis one of the linemen on
the front end of the car suddenly jumped and Conluctor
Fore then saw train Wo. 7 approaching and called to the
Motormen to apply the alr brakes in emergency. He

thought the motormsn saw the approaching train at about
the game time and that the brakes were applled just beiore
the collision cccurred, at which time the trasin was moving
at a speed he estimated to have been about 25 miles an
hour. Conductor Fore further stated that the motorman
could not have eecen the aporoaching traln any earlier on
account of the linemen sitting on the front end of the car
but that he himegelf could have seen train No. 7 had hc been
looking shead, in view of the fact that he was riding on
the opposite side of the motorman's compartment and had

a better view of the track ahead. He also said that there
bad been no conversation at any time oconcerning train No.
7 and that he had entirely overlooked that train.

Line Foreman Rek and lineman Larimore were
the men riding on the forward end of the car in fromt of
the motorman. Line Foreman Rek said they were standing
directly in back of the reels which were loaded on that
end of the car, that they knew nothing about the orders
recerved by the train crew and that the line car was ap-
proaching Davig at a speed of avout 30 miles an hour when
he saw train No. 7 rounding the curve apparently about
10 pole lengths distant, at which time he called a warning
and Jumped. He did not know whether or not the speed of
the lire car was reduced prior to the occurrence of the
accident.

Groundman Lewls, who was riding in the rear
of the c¢abin on the line car, said the speed was about 30
or 35 miles an hour when approsching Davis and that hils
first knowledge of danger was when he caw the motorman
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start to run toward the rear of the cabin, the collision
cccurring i1mmedlately afteiwards. Croandman Lewis had
not hear? any whistle sigrhal sounded rov di1d he notice
any reduction in speed prior to tae occurrence of the
accidens,

The service recordey with which the line car
was equipped shows at what time power 1s used and for how
long a period. This recorder showed that pover had been
uscd continuously from about 12.41 p.m. to about 1.04 or 1.05
Pen., thesc tircs Tepresenting tne time at w-oich toe line
Car Jeft Perld and *“re t-me ab wnish the acc.dent occurred,
and 1ndicssie 7 an &t evage speed £aT the distance of about
10°m1iles between Bonid and the point of accident of tetreen
42 and 48 m1les an hcur.

No gtateaents were obtained from the crew of
train No. 7, the .10-._mnar teing k1lled and the conductor
S0 severely injurcd as to be unable to make a stateuent.

As preoviously stated, the automatic block~
signal system was not in working order on the day the
accident occurred. It appeared that on Decenber 18, 1834,
tre company had experienced a severe sleet storm, resuli-
Ing 1in breaking down about 1,3C0 miles of telephone wire,
Wolle there were 67 breaks in the trolley wire and 50
instances of trouble with the high-tension transrilssion
lines. It also appemred that out of 143 miles of automatic
block-signals 121 miles were disaoled, while sll of the
automatic highway crossing sigrals, such as wigwags, flash-
1ng lights, etc., were also out of service. Extra men were
employed and at the tme of this accident, in addition %o
other repair work completed, all of the block signals had
been restored to service with the excention of tnose with-
in the distance of 12.1 niles between Gillespie and Carlin-
ville, within which territory this accident occurred.

Conclusions

This accident was caused by the failure of
Motorman Lindsey and Concductor Fore, of work extra 1513,
to keep their train clear of the main track on the time
¢f train No. 7, due to the fact that both of then over~
loocked that train.

Both these employees admitted overlooking
train No. 7 and offered no explanation for thex failure.
It appears, however, that train Fo. 7 1g due at Davie at
12.44 p.m. When Conductor Fore looked at h:s time~table
1t was about 1 p.m. and both of them aprarently forgot that
train No. 7 had not passed and looed at the time of the
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next train after l.p.m., which was train No. 95, duc a%
Davis at 1.43 p.m.

Bad the block signal system with which this
portion of the line 1s equipped been in service this
accident probably would not have occurred, an adeguate
automatic train stop or train control device would have
rrevented 1t.

The members of the crew of train No. 7 had
had considerable experience. Moitorman Lindsey, of work
extra 1513, was employed as a brakeman in September, 1923,
and gualified as a motorman in January, 1935. Conductor
Fore was employed as a brakeman in 19232 and qualified as
& passengcr conductor in Jgnuary, 1324, and as a freight
conductor im July, 1224. The crew of train No. 7 had been
on duty about 3 hours and the crew of work eXtra 1513 about
7 hours, previous to which they had becn of f duty periods
varying from 11 to 18 hours.

Respectfully submitted,
W. P. BORLAND,

Director.



