
SOMJZELSET AXD DOBSET JOINT RAILWAX 

Ministry: of Transport, 

'7,. Whitehall( Gardens . . ,  

London,, S. W .l.. 

S% 
I have the honour to' report tor .the information'of the  in iskr of ~ r a n s ~ o r ~ ,  

in accordance mi th  the Order of 4th August, 1936, tbe result of my Tnqui ry into 
the accident which occurred between Radstock and Bath, on tbe, Somerset and 
Dorset Joint Railway, at about 10.0 a.m.  on 29th' July; 

'During shunt'irg ope&.tioos at Braysdown signal box, near Radstock, se 
engine ran away on the right' line towards Bath. bi th Aeithe'r' +ive.r nor fireman 
on the foot late; it ww propelling eigbt empty mqons.  The line becomes single i a.t Mid for , some 5+ miles nea-rer Bath. The wagons' left the , rails there, 
wrecking t.he signal box and doin considerable damage in the vicinity ,of ,the 
station. The greater part  of the % ebris was th row clear of the track, but the 
engine remained on the line a d  ran on towards Bath, pushinb. a portion of one 
of the wagons. After prtssin through two single line tuno& it was derailed B under s bridgk, some 3 miles urther on, on the outsbr ts  of Bath. 

While tbe runaway was approaching, sbnn'ting was in '  progress at a private 
s iding on the single line, between Midford and the point where the final derail- 
ment took lace; fortunately ' the work there,'was h i shed  shortly before ' it,s 
arrival, an f the engine concerned had returned to Bath.  
. .. 

' There were no personal injuries in this series of accidents; the e a t b e r  at 
the t h e  was b e  and clear. 

Decucript.wn oJ the Line. 
2.' The line runs northwards from Radsmk to Bath, a distanm of about 

tenlmiles; north. is also the up direction.. On this section of the line &ere are 
,s.i&na.l boxes a t  Braysdom, at Wellcm Station', and at Midford Station, respec- 
tively about 1 ,  3 , ,  and Ga miles from Radstock; the line is double between 
R-adstock and Mi ! ford, and single thence to Bath Junction, where it joins the 
L.M.S. line from Mangotsfield to h t h .  
.. . . Approac=h.ing Radstock from the south, the line crosses the Mend~p Hills, 
rising steepl~ for abaut eight miles, mainly a t  1 in 50, from Evercreech Junction 
t o t h e  S W I ~  between Masbury and Binegar. and then falling for ahout 73 miles 
at I .  in 60 and I in 50 to Radstock. North of R.ads.tock the line first rises at 
l in 100 and 1 in 330 for 2-m.ile. and then faU$ a t  1 in 120 for +mile to Braye- 
down signal box. Thereafter it is undulating;, and *gradually falling, for 'the 

miles to Midford, which i s  approached domn a gradient: of 1 i.n"60 about 
+-mile in,length. Nortb of Midford it rises sharply. n t  t in 100,and 1 in 50 for 
about a mile. to Combe Down Tunnel, which is just over a mile inb;.length and 
mainly on a rising gradient of 1 in  100. From the northem etid of t h i s  tunnel 
the line falls a t  l i n  50 and 1 i n  66 for two miles to Bzhb Junctio'n; Devonshire 

. Tunnel, +mile Iong, is situated on. this  section. T h e  final derailment took place 
&ne;db Clande Avenue Bridge, about 3-milo beyond t.he north end of Devon- 
shire Tunnel and about the m e  distance south of Bath Junction. There is 
much curvature over the whole len.gth of the line between Radstock and Bath. 

3. At Bra-ysdown signal box, which is on the east side of the li.ne, there 
are two trailing croasovsrs between the running lines, that to tbe north of the box 
being worked by lever No. 14 and h t  to the south of i t  lever No. 6. There 
are also sidings on both sides of the line. Those on the west serve Brayedown 
; Colliery and have a trailing connection (No. 5 lever) in the u p  line, mbile those, 
on the east, aervin Writhlington Colliery, hare a trailing connection (No. 7 Y ,lever) in  the down ine: 



Relevant dis'tanwk, measured from..Bray~down ngrial.bor,-ire approximately 
as follows :- 

.. . .  ... ... Radstmk ,East. si gnal box ... 1,416 yards South 
Braysdown up distant signal, below Radstock 

East up advanced starting signal . . .  ... 1,116 ,, 7 , 
, 

Up home signal.' :.. , . . .  . . .  , , .  a . *  160 ,, a y 

Trejli . , connection (No. 7) to Writhlington 
... ~ % i e r ~ ,  in down line ... . . .  93 .. I I 

South crossover (NoL 6) between running lines, 
'far end . ,, - = .  . - .  . ... ... 61 ,! , ) . . 

- , v  

near : end - . .  .... . . . . .  ... - .  S . ,,. J ) 

donnection (NO: 5) "to B&ysdq=,n , 

TraiE8iery, in up line ... . .  ... ... ... 6 ,, North . 
, , . . .  

North Crossover (No. i 4 )  betaeeo r u n.ui.qg lider, 
near end . . ,, . . .  . , . .  , , , ,  .,,.. , ..,W ,, I I 

far end L .  h , ,. ... ... . , .  . ,  , l56 , , 9 + 
239 ;> , , Up starting signal . . .  ... .., . . , , ,  

, , 
3 > 

, , ,  . , . 
, The signalman at Braysdown box .-id&fa.cing iho Line; his view of it be- 

tween .the up home and starti-ng signals- is g&, but is limited by curvature to 
a few yards beyond the last-named s i g n a l .  . 

, 4. . With regard to the view of the signals obtained by drivers.of, u p  Wins, 
Ridstock East up advzmced ktarting signal c m  be seen a.t a distance of ovez 500 
yards, but, owing to the presence of an overbridge, the Bra.y.dowo-distant signal 

' below i t  only comes into view at a d.istance of about, 200 yqds. Bray d o w n  up 
borne signal can be seen, for a short period, at a distance of about. 600 yards ; it 
i s  then lost to view, an account of the curvatam of 'the line, but becomes visible 
again, from the right-hand side of the fco~plate, &t a'range of 300 yar'ds 'or 
thereabouts. 

3. The engine which,ran away unattended was No. 7620, 0-6-0 side tank 
,type: weighing 494 tons in working order, and driven from the r.ight-band side 
of the footplate. It was running bunker first, and had a r r i v d  a t -Braysdom fmm 
Radstock a t  a.bout 9.10 a.m.,  drawing a train of 12 wagons and k brake van; this 
shunting trip is worked each morning to clear the sidings at the' two'collieries. 
On its arrival ,..some of the-,wagons were shunbd into. the,'Braysdown Colliery 

, and the engine subsquently placed the remainder of the, train in the 
,Writ lington Colliery sid j ngs . asidin& 8 :, - 

- ' After s light engine had p-d, at 9.41 a.m.,  on its way m Batb, n -her 
of wagons from Writhllngtm Colliery sidin S were propel.led on to the u line 
through No. 6 crossovar; engine No. 7620 t % en returned to the si,dings the 

. same route, leaving mght empty wagons, ,coupled together, standing on the 
u p  line. ( ,  : . , 

, , I . I. " 

' 
6 .  - At 8.56 a . m .  an ip freight train (8.10 a h .  irom ~veikrePch Jnnction 

''ta Batb) W& accepted from Fbdstmlc East, in circumstances which are set forth 
,later, hy Signalman Haines, who ma-s i n  charge of Braysdown s ignal:bx.  This 
train consisted of 37 wagons and a brake van, dram by 2--8-0 type (Class 7 
tender engine No. 1380.3, running chimney first, and d r l v m  from the right-han d 
side of the footplate. The engine and tender, weigh& 108 tons in full working 
order, were fitted mitb the ~ t e a m  brake acting on all wheels except those of the 
leading pony truck. The weight of the train, indudin engine and tender, 
was  estimated at about S68 tone, and its o v e r d  len& was approxirnatel 
288 yards. ,4ftsr accepting i t  on the block, Signalman Hai.neq arran ecl wi t .  K 
Shunter Ash for engine No. 7620 to return to the up line to push %e eight 
stationary wagons fnrther in the Bath direction, and l t  crossed from the down 
to the up Line through No. 6 crossover for this pur ose; according to Haines' 

inside the up home signaI. 
P statsment, this was done in order to provide the regu ation overrun of 440 yards 



Almost imniediately ,aftemarda the f ~ e i  .ht train overran the up home signal, 
at slow speed. Driver Brewer endeavourbe f - to stop it,  and thenj thinking that 
a, c.ollisian with engine No. 7620 WAS imminent; told his fireman, to to. j ump f ram 
the foot ,!ate, and f ol lomed h i m  ,. b i t  without fu.1 l y closing the regulator. 'l3e 
engines bore no sign of havi-ng collided, and there *ss some confiot of evidence 
whether they actually came into contact. 

7 .  The men in charge OS engine KO. 7620 only became awake of the 
pm~irnit of the freight train when Shnnter Ash shouted to h. The driver 
opened t K e regulator f u l l y  as soon as his engine touched the wagons, and. then 
jumped from the footplate and boarded, the mgine of the freight train, which 
he sto p& in a short distance. But as the fireman a l ~ o  jumped off ihe en ine 
when thought s collision was unavoidable, i t  steamed away uuatten 3 ed, 
propelling the eight wagons, to- which . i t  had not- been coupled. .The brake oa 
the wagon next to the engine had been a.ppliet1 when the wwos we.r.re left on 
the up line, R I I ~  t,he engine appears to have ke t in contact mi.tb them during 
their a mile journey to Midford,. They passed %dlovy at bigh speed, estimated 
at 50 m.p.h. by t b s  signalmm there. 

B. Approsching Midford s ta t ion from the south, the, l i n e  is carried on 
a masonry viaduct about 150 yards Iong, crossing .h brandh of h e '  Great Western 
Rllilpay, a stream and a road. The points co~nect~ing the doubIe and single 
line sec~ions ( t rd ing in the direction in'wbich t.he runaway w a s  travelling) i r e  
on this viaduct. The signal box fro= which they a.re worked is about' 110 yards 
ayay,  at the north end of the viaduct ,and ' immediateiy south. of' the sta$ion 
platfokni. Bdth the signal, bos and tbe platform asre west of the line, which 
runs aldng the side of a bill at  t h i s  pbinL; t o  the east the ground falls away 
steeply: o powite the platform and the line is supported by a retaining wall 
about 40 F eet high , .  for , some 60 yards north of the viaduct. 

9. When the engine and wagons reached Midford, etill travelling at h1 h 
speed, the p i n t s  on the viaduct were set and bolted for the down line. ' T ,  % e 
leading W on left the rails at the poinh and, diverging slightly from the 
track, strnc ?? - the sigml box, partjy wrecking its lower art.  which is o f  masonry, 
an t j  d,is lacing and damaging the  lorki ng frame aq8conpections. Signalman 
~srcoqtgp, wha was in the box at the time, fortunately esca without injuky. 
A port ion of the wagon, including a. pair of wheels of whic l? one had its centre 
crushed and its tyre broken by the violeiice of 'the impact, came to rest betmeen 
the signal box and tbe station building. The remainder of 'the bod of this 
-u was found on t be otiher side of the l ine,  about. 90 yards north of t \ e signal 
box, and its second pair of wheels was discovered among the' other debris at 
tbe fmt of the e m b a d m e n t ,  opposite the platform. 

The next six wagons,left the pails 'ib'succession while passing through the 
station and rolled down the embankment opposite the platform, the wreckage 
being s read over a' distance bf about 140 yards. Y, A s i r a l  post and two 
. le .rap poles on the east ride of the line were derdolishe 1 and the' retaining 
'WLIP supporting the track was damaged. A house s a n d s  close to the line, at 
the fmt of the retaining mall, its- roof ,being several feet below "rail level ; 
fort-lmately it was undamaged ,  thouoh the wrecka-p of two of~,tbe wagons E& 
d o ~ e  t~ i t , ,  apparendy h m n g  been niverted from i t  b y  the fallob signal 
&me damage w u  doon e the statiqn, 'platform and bu i Id ings, by fly iug de p" ris. 

The t.rack through the station was d a m h ~ d  and distorted but the engine 
kept' on b e  rails. Apparentlv the wagon next to it did not begin to break up 
unt i l  it rearhed a point a b u t .  220 yards north of  the sipal . .box' Portions of its 
body and underfrnme were distributed over the next 300 yards, including one 
pair of wheels whicb were found alongside the line under an overbridge a b u t  
midway  in this length. The remai-nder of the w q o n  w a s  pusbed by t.he'engi,e 
for a further distance of some 3 miles, t h u g %  the Combe D o m  and' Devonshire 
single line tunnels, to Claude Avenue overbridge, below which the end door of 
the wagon became jammed under the, wheeler of the engine,. and derailed it. 
h o n  the debris at. this  point were portiens,of the solebar, of the wagon, and 
the ot % er pair of its wheels,  one of wbwh had shifted laterally on t b e  axle, clear 
of the wheel seat,. 



10. .:. The. water le,veL in the boiler of tbe. engine: was.. found to have, fallen 
below the -firebox crown, and the fu8.i ble ,plug had.  melted. W i tb ths:.exception 
the damage to. &he engine, was only ~supsr6cial~;. the plating of the bunker .was 
bent, the c& steps, in jecto.rs,, f&d pipes, &C., were broken or bent, and the tank 
on the left-hand side (right-hand- in the directian of, travel) was .pierced. 

I T h e  Control Office at Bath had been warned of the approach of the 
~ u m w a y  by Pcet Office telephone from Mid ford, tbe railwa wires having been 
-carried sway ,  and arrangements had. been made for it to diverted at Bath 
Junction into the ,gods yard. 

L 
t a t  Mid ford there was no damage ,of importance . to the nemanhnt 

s t r u ~ t u r e s ~  
, . 

' 12. Signalman-'Eaines had -been' in c.harge of Bmvsd-bwn box for a b h t  
eight weeks. . He 'had been warned by the,Contt-ol Office,' short.ly after he came 
oh duty at 8.0 &.m-,  to expect the .8 .10' .a;m.  freioht train from E.vercreech 
Jiu%ction. which only run9 when required. He saizthst w h e w h e  accepted it 
from &dstock East, at 9.50 am., the staiidnary wagons ap  enred to be standming 
north of the,up starting signal,.-.but that Shunter Agh,,, R- 1 o returned with the 
engine after placing the wagons on the up line, informed h im shortly afte~wards 
tha.t they were~a>lit t le c.loser to the,box,'with we wagon south of th'at s i p d .  
He accordi.ngly arranged with A s h . f o r . t . h e  eng ine  'to return to the. up line to 
push the wagons beyond the starting signal, in order to provide the' regulation 
440 yards overrun. The " warning " acwptance (Line Clear to home si,gml 
only) is not aulhorised at h is box, and though Haines admitted that the distances 
from the box to the up home and up starting swals, totallin5 399 ya~ds;. yere 
clearly shown on the signal box dia ram, he stated that, prior to'the a&ldent:, 
he was under the  impression that gh t ere was s disknce of 440 yards between 
them. Hence he bad not previously regarded acceptance of Z train, while 
vehicles were s t a n d i n g  on the l ine  north of the startin$ signal, as an infraction 
Q!€ the C0mpa.n .'S Block Telegraph Regulations, though he said tlhhat this was 
the first time t g at he had accepted one under such conditions. 

He .accounted for his impression tha t  tbe up starting signal was  the 
clearance point for block acceptance by stating that the s i p a l ~ n a n  who had 
instruckd him in the working of the box had always " knocked out " when a 

at signal. Rut subsequent to the Inquiry the m , m  in question, 
Signa man Crouchen, denied that. this was the c ~ m .  He stated that he had hain passed 
told Haines that the clearme point was 50 yards heyond the signal. almost, out 
of sight round the curve, and had axpla~ned to hm that his  practice w a ~  to 
wait until a train had passed the signal a n d  then, after replacing its lever, to 
call the attent.ion of the s~~nalrnan a t  Radstock East prep-aratory to " knocking 
out," by which t ime the train would be beyond *e clearance point. 

13. Examination of the block registers showed that Haines bad made a 
practicc of  sending the Blocking Back signal to Radstock East, in accordance 
with tbe re$ations, when W ons mere placed on the up line, but be admitted "P, that he ha8 not done so on t e day of h e  accident. I n  explanation of this 
omission be stated that ~ i h e n  the movernent was being made he wns rung up by 
the Control Oftice and instructed to shunt the freight t rain ou to the down 
line when it arrived, in order tbaL 3 passenger train might overtake i t  ; this, 
he said', caused him ta forget to block back. 

He thought that  the " Train entering section " signal for the fre~ght train 
was received from lhdstock Eiut at about the same time ns the shunting engine 
went from the Wri thl ington sidings 10 the up line to push the wagons further 
forward. Almost immediately afterwards he saw that the freight train was 
running past the up home siLgnal. which was at danger. and he thought i t s  
engine passed the w g n l  box " about as fast rts a man can run l ' ;  be saw both 
enginemen on the footplate. He then beard what. he assumed to ba the sound 
of the engines colliding, and seeing the shunting engine and wagons passing 
out of sight round the cnrve he sent the " Train running away " sipi11 to 
bVellom. Shortly afterwards he learnt f r o m  Ash that the e n  ine had gone away 

to inform the Control Ofhe, but witbou~ success. 
I unattended, and telephoned to Wellow to that effect; he sai that he also tried 



- 14. According to Shunter- M, .who bad been s.htioned. at W s t o c k  for 
nine- years' and so was thoroughly familiar with the working of &he colliery 
sidings, ib was not in .mcommon occurrence for wagons to be 16ft.ori the up line 
while dmntirig ,was in rogress, but he had never known a train to ,be accepted 
.from. Radstoclc w'hi,le t % e up 1 i n e . w ~  thus obstructed. He said that when he 
shunted the empty wagons on to it, through the southern crossover (No. 6 ) ,  ,he 
was una\iare that the conditional freight train .was running and h t  he first 
lemnt that it was approacbilig when H&es asked him, aftei: his return, to 
\;Vritldiugt,on 'Colliery siding$ 'with the engine, to plush 'the wagohs beyond the 
starting srgnal. He, was certam that he bad left, the wagons in s'ucli a position 
that onlS;,one or two were south of 'that signal, thou h h0 said ,that. he did not 
make a regular practice of leaving wagons so far  to 86 north. EB had dready 
placka-some em ty wagons i.n%he Brapdown Colliery sidings; arid h d  intended 
to return there 9 ater mtb the engine to propel laden wagons on m the up line; 
b e  statedG,that he' left: the ehpty wt1goi.18 at the up startag signal in order to 
have rpom for, &b. . 

. , , , 

Bsh k i d  tha.t be vias preparing tq couple the engine to the wagoxis when he 
noti'ced- the frei h t  trak ap 'ro-aching, not mriny yards away, and that he shouted 
to Driver Rawings f to p s g  the wagons away smartly toavoid a oollision. He 
thought that the two engines' just came into ehtact ,  after which engine No. 7620 
s,kamed away; he had not been able to Guple the wagons tx it, but f oUowed i t  
for a short dtstahce, and' on returning found' that Rawlings and'his .fireman had 
left the footplate; be thekefore ran to the signal box. to tell Haines what had 
occurred. . . , 

15: The load of the freight train was about one half of the maximum laid 
down for .Class.'.7 engines between Radstock and Bath. Passed Firedan Brewer, 
its' driver, .'wag well acquainted with the road, but his iiremb, Eiroms, who 
hid' ri&,'wo.rked with him previously, was comparatively inex efiehced, being 
,,oh0 ,6f B :bat& of pasbd' dleaners sent to Bath a short . time . be ore to assist in 
working the summex &vices. 

g 
' . When passing Radstock Eiro@s,,was breaking. up' clinker i n .  the fire, in 
prbpwation for the climb from Midford ,to Combe:Down tunnel. Brewer said 
that. he was watching t h k  ~pek,$tion. and. s~ failed to SW .that. the Bsaysdom 
.distslnt.,signal vas " on "; he hid seen that .the Radstock East advanced-stactmg 
s ipd,  on. the same post, was " ofl "a few seconds earlier. He stated that as 
the tr* spproad.hed Braysdown, at' about 20. miles an bow, he was supervising 
Hiroms:. firing. and. copsequently did. not notice hhat the Braysdown home signal 
was f ' o b  " &til his engine was close.,to it; when he .applied the steam brake 
fully; ' he. s a x  the shun t.mg engine a head of 'him at the same time, so reversed 
his own, .&gine. a.nd o &ed the regu1at;or. ' B ~ t  .. he ,/said: that as he failed to 

l! -secure the handle. of t e screw-.reve~gingrgear h the back gear position by the 
-cat& providbd :for the pm ose, i t  spun round, md ,the .engine want into forward 

cf' gear again." He then trie to close the regulator, but it jammed partly open.. 
Though he could not see whether the shunting engine was in motion or not, 

pn account of steam from a le gland, he felt that a' collision was bound to 
occu~,. so told Hiro'ms to. jump % o the footplate, and- followed him; he asserted 
that th0 drber of the'dhunting engine Ijvmped to the gromd, on the west' side 
of&e line, before he himself did'so. - He also said that as ,the speed of $he train 
had fallen to abchit 10 mil-&. an hour 'he was satisfied that. it woltl'd ,jiot travel 
far, even though the regulator was 'partly open, sinca the engine brake were 
fully ,applied. He thought that the engines collided .gently almost' immediatdy 
after he reached the grodd. ' ' . . 
' 

16. With regard t o  his preyidus experience; the ;fireman,. Passed cleaner 
~ i m m s ,  said that prior to his transfer to Bath he had worked 182 firing'turm, 
mainlg in sad between shunting, yards in the Birmingham area; but includine 
a fen- trips :between Birmingham, Glouces~er and Derby ; be had fired a Class, r 
engine once previously, and had worked over,the link between Evercreech Junction 
and Bath three or four times. . :He had bad no particular trouble with the fire 
whan c.limbing the MMa8bury bank-and knew that attention to .it would be needed 
at &&ock.-; he ,agmed &tit. Brewer ,was, wat;ckiing him at his work, though 'ndt 
hsiatjog him: - He Bad not seen the s i p a . 1 ~  and did not realise that myth% 

.amzss :qjnti.k he'hkard the $hunting: en line whigtlin . ', Though ,he .did not 5 Brewer trydg to .close the regulator, ke remembere . seeing thee" handle of 



the reversing gear f l p g  round. He thought that the $90 engines were /about 
,20 yards a w t  d e n  he jumped from the footplate, on,Brewer's htructions'; 
.he was loo E& g ahead on the west side of the h e  at the time,. and did not see 
anyone gettinm of7 the shunting engine. His description of the spot where he 
l e f~  the footp?ate showed that be did so close to tbe pointh Lending to the 
Braysdom Colliery siding. 

, 17, The driver of the shunting engine, Passed Fireman Rawlings, gave 
:evidence regarding the position of the stationary wagons which CO& icted with 
that of Signalman Haines and Shunter Ash, stating t.hat they had been left 
l '  well i ~ i d e  the stRrbing !pal, and quite close to the points leading to the 
Braysdown Collier siding. He was 1ooki.n~ ahead, towards the wagons, as 
his engine appmcLd them, and was unaware of the proximity of the freight 
train until Ash shouted a warning; he thougbt t h a t  its engine was then about 
30-40 yards away from his own, and that there was a distance. of about 10 yards 
between his own engine and b e  wagons. He said that afkr opening the regu- 
lator fully, and getting the wagons on the move, he left the footplate on t6e 
ivest side of the Ilne, after. shouting to Fireman Parker to look after the engine. 
In explanation of this, he stated that he had come. to the conclusion that there 
was nobody on the other engine, for he could see nei.ther drivel. nor fireman 
tbron h its cab ~ i n d o w s ,  or leaning over the side of the cab; he had not noticed 
them ? eaving h e i r  engine, but when o n  the ground himself he saw them applying 
wagon brakes. 

. He thought that the engines did not oollide, nod stated that wben be left 
the footplate his  intention was ta apply: wagon brakes as the train assed him, 
but t ha t  as its speed was only some 5 or 6 miles an hour he was a l! In to board 
the engine. He found that it was in fu l l  forward gear, with the regula.tor 
'' on the fkst valve," i.e. partly open, and had no difficulty in closing i t ;  he 
said that as the steam brake was already fully applied the train stapped in 
50 or 60 yards, with the engine close to the up starting signal: 

18. Fireman Parkeras excuse for learing Lhe .foot l&& was $at he was 
afraid that  there was -sing to be a serious collision. eike Raalinga, h e  was 
unaware t h i t  the frei h t  tsam was n w r  until :Shonts f-rom Ash drew his a~tention 
.h it, when he notice 3 &at its engine was under steam. Re had no recollection 
of har ing  Rawlings tell him to take charge of the engine and was not certain 
whether he or Ramlings was the first to h v e  the footplate. He was, however, 
able to corroborate Rawline' statement that the wagons had been .left at no 
great distance from the Braysdown Colliery siding po~nts, ,.for he said ' that  he 
remained on the foot;plate until the engine ,had kegun to propel. wagons, 
, a d  he recollected clearly that he jumped from it near to tihe north' end of 
No. 14 crossover, ,that is to say about 100 yards ahead of tbe <colliery siding 
points and about 240 yards short of the starting signal. He thought that the 
two engines collided, hough with uo great force, after he had reached the 
ground. 

19. Signalman Banfield at mellow md Sigealman Lnrcombe at Midford 
mere omerlcss to stop the runaway, and at neither Imx \vm there any connection 
by W l! ich it could be diverted from the running Line. The former stated that 
he got detonators and a red f l a w  ready as soon as he received the " Train running 
away " bell aignnl from ~ i ~ n a b a n  Haines, who telephoned shortly afterwards 
that a shunting en ine was rwning away, but did not e q ~ l a i n  that nobody was 
in e h w p  of it.  #he runaway arrived before Banfield could put detonators on 
the line, and ELS soon as it had passed, at a speed which he judged to be about 
M) miles an hour, be returned to his box and sent the " Train running away " 
signal to Larcomh, su plementjng h i s  at once b a klephone message to the t' edect. that h e r e  was no odr on the footplate. He t en athnpted to give similar 
information to the Bath Control OEice, but the telephone line want dead as he 
was doing so. 

Larcombe said that 2s soon m he received ' the mewage from Banfield be 
caUd the stationmustor, and that the runaway came into sight almost immediately 
afkrwa.rds. All communication over the railway wires was severed when his 
box was wrecked, but a message was sent to the Control Office by Post Office 
tslephoue about 4 minutes loter. 



Conclusion. 
20. Since the acceptance by Signalman Haines of tbe freight train from 

Radshck East box, in contravention of the Company's Block Regulations, and 
the return of t.he shunting engine to the up line, were the initial causes of this 
accident, it is necessary to consider the evidence on four points, namely, the 
misapprehension regarding the position of the block clearance point under 
which he said he was labouring, his motive in sending the shunting engine back 
to the up line, his omission to block back, and h a l l  the conflicting statements 
as to the position in mhidh the stationary wagons L d been left. 

21. Taking these in order, 1 cannot accept Haines' statement that be 
thought that the up shrt ing s i p a l  was the clearance point, having regard not 
only to the fact tha t  the distances from the signal box to the home and starting 
signals are clearl shown upon the cabin diaeram, but also to the statement of 
Signalman Crouclen r to the effect that when Instructin Haines in the working 
of the box he gave him information on th,is point. If 53 aines was really under 
the impression that the clearance point was at the starting signal, his action 
in sending the shunting enaine to push the s tnt ion~ry wagons beyond it reveals 
a remarkable confusion of tgought. According to his statement, he had accepted 
the freight train in the belief that the wagons were beyond that signal, and 
then learnt from Shmter  Ash that one or two of them mere on the nearer side 
of it, or in others words that wh,at he looked on as an overrun of 440 yards was 
reduced by some 10 or l 5  yards ouly. He had, however, no hesitation in 
endeavourrng to remedy this by admitting the shunting engine to the up line 
no more than 155 yards ahead of the home signal, although he knew the freight 
train to be approaching. I refer later to what amppears to be a more likely motivc. 

With reference to H a i ~ e s '  earlier omission to send to Radstdck East the 
" Blocking Back inside home signal " bell cade when the wagons were being 
placed upon the up line, the Compa,nyJs regulations dlow a train to be offered 
when the block instrument is a t  " Train on line " in such circumstances. 
Assuming for the moment tbat be believed the overrun to be clear when the 
freight train was offered to him, there would have been no reason for him to  
refuse it even if he had previously blocked back, aad on such a basis his failure 
to do so has no bearing on the case, though I refer later to this matter also. 

22. The fourth point is one which calls for examination in some detail. 
Though Haines and  Ash said that the eight stationary wa ons were close to 
the starting signa.1, there was no necessity for them to have %e en left so far to 
the north. Ash intended to send the shunting engine later on into the Braysdown 
Colliery sidings 21 itself, in order that i t  mrght propel loaded wagons on to the 
up line; for neit H er of these movements was i t  necessary to leave the eight 
wagons more than a. few yards north of the siding points. Moreover, the outwards 
road in the colliery sidin S is only about 90 yards long, so that even if Ash 5 wished to leave room for t e loaded wagons on the up line, as he stated, there 
was DO reason at all for him to place the eight wagons close to the starting 
sipal,  at rather more than twice that clistsoce from the colliery siding points. 
As the view of the up  line obtainable from tbe s i p a l  box does not extend many 
y u d s  beyond the starting sigml, Haines' own statement that he sent the " Train 
running away " signal when he saw the en ine and wagons disappear round % the curve, and before Ash told him that they ad gone away unattended, is also 
of sianificance in this connection. If ths wagons were standing close to the 
sign&? when the engine was sent to push them ahead, he might have anticipated 
that they would pass almost, if not quite, out of his sight, and I tbink that it is 
reasonable to infer from his statement that the engine and wa. ons were already 
travelling a,t some speed when they passed hhe starting signaf. 

23. Having regard: to the foregoing considerations, I prefer to accept the 
statements of the driver and fireman of the shunting en-ine, to the effect that 
the wagons were standing only a short distance north of he Brgsdown Colliery 
siding points. If this was indeed the case, Haines' excuse that he acted under 
a misapprehension regarding the position of the block clearance point. is 
invalidated, and his omission to send the blocking back signal and his disre ard 
of regulations in iwepting the freight train become the more serious. filso, 
bearing in mind that he had just received instructions from the Control Office 
to shunt the freight train in order tbat a passenger train mi&t overtake it,  X 



think it more probable that he arranged for the shunting en 
the wagons ih order ta make room ahead of No 6 crossover (t 
freight ,train required to set hack. u, the down line) and to 
to be,removed from the up line without delay, than that he did so from a 
meticulous desire to increase the available overmu by a few yards. 

24. While 1 therefore regard Signalman Hakes, who entered the service 
of the Company in 1923 and has been employed as orter-slgnahan or signalman 
for the past two years, as primarily to blame f or the accident, his mistakes 
mould have had io untoward oonsequencev i f  the enginemen concerned had 
remained a t  their osts. The conduct of Driver (Passed Piremm Brewer is 
particnlarly to be ! eplored. The whole of his service of 19 years b as ken on 
the Somerset and Dorset section, and Qe had acted as driver more than 100 times 
since he became qualified to do so in 1933. Though he cannot be criticised 
for supervisinm the work of a somewhat inexperienced fireman who had not 
worked with girn reviously, he was seriously at fault in allowing tbis to 
interfere with his o g servation of signals. After missing the Braysdomn distant 
slgnal he ought to have taken the earliest opportunity to see the home signal, 
and with hrs knowledge of the road he should have been well aware that a 
glimpse of that signal is obtainable at a range- of some 600 ards ; had he seen 
~t a t  that distance, while the train \m9 on a rismg gradient. e should have had 
no difficdty in stopping at it. 

r, 
His abandonment of his engme, when i t  drew near to the shuntin0 engine, 

was quite indefensible. I t  was daylight, neither engine was travelRng Fast, 
there was no eat difference in their speeds, and as bis own engine was running 
chimney Grst T e was reasonably well protected ztgainst inj if a collision had 
actually taken place; his failure to set-me the reversing han 3 e when he put his 
engine into back gear, and his action in jumping from the footplate without 
even closin the r e d a t o r ,  both show that he entirely lmt his bead when 
confronted 6 y an awkward situation. 

Having regard to the outh of the fireman, Passed Cleaner Hiroms, who 
is 19 gears of age only, an$ t4 his brief experience of m a n  line working, I do 
not consider that his action In jumpiug from the footplate. on receiving Brewer's 
instructions to do so and tat a time when a collision seemed to be imminent, 
is deserving of censm. 

It is desirable to record that Brewer's statement that tbe reversing handle 
SPM round into forward r may be awe ted. I had nn opportunity of r P a sunilar engine wing the course o the Inquiry, to ascertain whether 
thia inspaet was ikely to happen ; the reversing screw has a triple thread, of coarse 
pitch, and I l o u d  that if the handle commenced to rotate when in the back 
p a r  position the weight of the motion caused i t  to continue to do so until the 
rngine was in full fomard gear. 

25. With regard to tbe crem of the shunting engine, I am of opinion that 
a considerable share of responsibility for  the accident must be borne by both 
Passed Fireman Ramlings and Fireman Parker. The former has 22 years' 
sarvice with the Company, and had been qualified as a drwer for over four yenrs: 
the latter bas 16 years' service and had been graded a9 a fireman for four months. 
I h d  it, difficult to believe that Rawlings knew that there was nobody in charge 
of the engine of the freight train, for he admitted' that he bad not. seen Brewer 
and Hirorns on the ground when he left his own e n p e ;  his action in doing so. 
leaving the re,gdator wide open, witbout first mdcjng  certain that Parker was 
aware of his intention and was prepared to take charge, is clearly open to very 
serious criticism. 

Sinm their engine was running bunker first, lhwlings and Parlrer also 
would have been proCected to some extent from the effects of a collision, if one 
had occurred, and while I appreciate their alarm when they observed the freight 
train appare~t ly  overtaking them, and only some 3040 yards away, I cannot 
avoid the concl~ision tha t ,  like Brewer, they lost their heads and abandoned 
their en ine without thought of the consequences. While Rawling-s is to be 
cornmen d ed for taking charge of the freight train by boarding its engine, this 
action a pears to have been i n  the nature of an ~ftertbought,  and i t  is to be 
r e p t t e  1 that he did not adopt the molw prndent course of checkmg it by 
remaining on his own enhhe, a d  applying i ts  brakes as soon as.  he enolnes 
were in contact. before changing from one footplate to the other; by so Xomg 
lie cuuld bare nullified the effect of the mistakes made by Haiuesuand by Brewer. 



26. Thk o;h& two signalmen concerned, ~ a d i k l d  at Wellow box and h r -  
cornbe at 'Mjdford, appear to have acted with promptitude as sooa as they became 
aware of what was happening. 

27. It was fortunate that this acciderit wai unattended with personal 
injur , and providential that no collision on the single line between Midfoxd 
, e d  Ltli resulkd. Had the engine and wagons run away a little later the 
consequences might have been disastrous, for they passed Midford at 10.64 
am., as shown by the stoppage of the dock in the wrecked signal box there, 
and a passenger train was due to start from Bath in the oppos~te direction at 
10.20 a.m. 

The ntorele of enginemen is ~ u c h  that the contingency of sta .en ine running % away unatte~ded, with the regulator' open,, is very remote; it is t; erefore not 
necessary to suggest that precautions should be taken against the recurrence of 
such accident as that whioh is the subject of this Report. In this connection 
it may be remarked that the existence cif ohe viaduct at Midford renders the 
pmtection of the single line by worked' trap"poi5ts there hardly practicable. 

But in. the not dissimilar event of vehiclesnihnin away on a single line. or, f as in this instance, on a double line leading to a sing e line, a head-on collision 
may be averted if a warning of what has occurred reaches a point sufIicie~tly 
far ahead'& the runaways ui time, to enable a train travellin , in the opposite 
direction to be kept out of their f' ! I therefore suggest t % at  it should be 
impressed upon signalmen at bxes  ikely t o , b  affected, on such sections 6f double 
line ak d ' a s  on single lines, that if they cannot divert runaway-vehicles at a 
f&ing ,,, connection ,' . or at trap points, the should pass on the " !Grain running 
amay s p a 1  immsdiatdy it is reckived: m d  before they take the prescribed 
action - ~ t h  detonators':a.nd haad si als, dudh may rove to be ineffect~al; B ?L discrimination mill, of caiirse, be nee ed* in deciding ,at W ich boxes such instruo 
tions are required,. depending on gradients, et& The Company might be asked 
to consider the desirabili t . ~  of issuing such instmctiops. ' 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Y m  obedient Servant, 
E. WOODHOUSE. 

The Secretary, 
Ministry of Transport.. 


