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HEPORT DF THE INVESTIGATION INTO THE RAILWAY ACCIDENT
AT BUTTEVANT, CO. CORK,ON 1st AUGUST, 1980.

INTRODUCTION

|, The Minister for Transperst direcled, by Orde~, that J.v. Feshan, BE, MIET, assisted
Ly Coclar Sudd, MA, LL.B, Bar~ister—at—-Law, nold a Moesal lnvestigalilaon under

Secticn 7 oof tne Reguletion of Raillways Act, 7871 inte the causes anc circumstances

the railway accident which occurred at Buttevani, Co. Ceorw, on 15t August, 1980

and as a result of which s=iateen passengers and two members of the treln Créw

dieg =na sbeut sevenby —five 2orsens rocgived injuriss of wvarying severity,

The Order iz reoroducsed a2t appsndix L. e nawve tne honour te report as Tolloas: -
HEARTMGES

2, Tre Investigation wss  opened  in Lhe Hibernizn Hotel, Mallow, Co. Cork

gt 1Tth Septemoer, C10B0, The legal ang trade union repressntetieon 15 listed

at Aspendiz IL. 411 per=zons oreserl at the cosning session wers invited to

izin in an dinspection of The accicsnt  =1te at Buttevant later that day.

The hearings, whica were held irf punlic, continued until 3rd October, a total
o 13 days. The S8 witnesses lisled at Apgendixz III gave evidence under
cath administersd pursuart to powers in trns Hzgulation of Railways Act, 1871,

Witnesses who had been summonssd were first examined by the Court. Sunsegquently
their cowrn repressptatives and  representatives ol ozher parties were given

an gsppartunity of cross—sxamination,

DESCRIFTION OF SCEME AMND CIRCUMSTAMNCES

3.1 uttevant Staticrn iz 137X milezs froem Dunlin {Heuston Statian) on the
mainline raiiway teo Cork. The totul distance from Dublin to Cork (Kent Station)
is 4A53% miles, Guttsvant 15 = Block Post between Rathluire (Charlewille)

or tnelUp side (129% miles from Dublin) and Mallsw on the Down Side (1244 miles from

Dublin ' and nes not been a stopping place for scheduled passenger frains for

sOmME YEIrsS, Thare 1s & douwple railway line Lhrough the Statier with sidings
connectsa to bath running lines, The =sidings are now mainly used by ballast
trzins and by permanent way mzghinss, Thers zre platforms for ooTh running

lines, The Signzl Cabin is loceted near Lneg Ralhluire end of the Up plztfarm.
There 43 a gated opublic road level corossing adjoining the Signal Sabin,

A diagram of Buttevant Station is at Appendix TV, Running signals for both Up

armd  Down  movements consist of  two—gspect colour —light Oistart sigrnals and
seraphore Some, Starting and Advdnce Sitarting signsls. A11 running signals are
cantrolled from the Signal Cabin. oLk Home signals and the Up Sta-ting sianal

are dnterlocked with the lavel crossing gates.



Z.2 PRail development work had been in progress at Suttevant for zseveral months
prior to the accident. Facing polints leading to the Down siding and & ocrossover
between the two maim lines had been installed 5Sut were not connected To the
Signal Cabin. A subsidiary Signal Cabin had Deen taken out of service.
A crossever gn the Rathluirc side aof the levzl crossing which was due for
removal as part of the rail develapment work was sTill ceonnected to the Sigral

Cabin.

J.3 On the day of the acgcident train spesds were restricked to 25 m.p.h,

an  the section of Down line between 1234 ard 1349 miles from Dublin hecause

of track maintenance wark. There was no restrictian on the 7% m.p.h. masimum
speed permitted on the section of line througn the Station. The accident
cocurred in daylight, Weather conditions at the time were good,

3.4 The train involved in the accident was Lhe daily 10.00 heurs Dublin Lo

Cork passenger train which had a "super express" sectional running classificaticon

in the current CIE Working Timetable. The train consisted of an 0/1 fZype locomotive
hauling twelve coaches. The Lare aeighl of Lhe Lrain was estlmatsd
at 481 tonnes, A descriptien of the train and of fthe damage sustained in

the accident is given in Appendix V.



SLMMARY OF EVIDENCE

&, drivar Denis Hegar was familiar with she railway through Buttevant Station

since about 1862, He &knew that che new Tacing ooints were not confected

£o the Signal Cabin, He descrioed how he had driven a ballast train from
Suttevant to Killarney about a2 wsek bpefere Lhe accident, When he returned
e was stopped at the LUp rFome signal. He sukszenuently proceeded to beyond

the crosscver on the Ratnluire (Charleville) side of the level crossing and
returrngzd aleng the Deows linme to thne unconnecled facing points at the turn-
gut to the Down siding, These peints were fand cperated by a flagman,
He had driven athzr trains over them and agrzed that the procedure for movements
inta the Down Biding sometimes required a train to halt at the nose of the
peints while waiting for the Tlagman to move <hem, Tne signalman always
instructsd the guard before any cressing moveomenl commenced. He had noticed
rothing unusual when ariving =n Yo Tleptilissr train through the Station about

nal? ar nour before the accicent.

L Oriver Jdohn Fanning has beer driving on the DublindCers line for about

Z0 years, When driying the O0B.ZC ex Dublin Down passenger train through
Buttewvant al 70 m.p.n. zhaut one and a kalf hours befors the accident he noticed
nocthing unusual, He was unawars Lhat <The naw tacing points leading to the
Oown siding wers being harnd -operatsd, If zhe points were to be hand aperated
Fe would have expected that trains runnirg thraugh the Station would be slowed-
cown by signalsz and then led cvsr them by a flagmar. He would also have cxpected
a notificaticn that the poinss were being hand cpsreted. I¥ he had known
that the Facing points were bzing hand -coerated he would have stopped his
train opefore passing over them. FHe gets and signs for the CIF Weskly

Cirzular at Inchicors,

5.1 Sigralman John Q'Callaghan fes pesn in Quttevant Tor about two years,
| ;

He was of f-dulty at the time of the accident, He explainsd that the three
sagnalmen &t the Station were generally rostersed for Bohour shifss T days
pEr wesk and that they reported Lo the Staticr Master 3t Mallow. He was
familiar with the rail develvpment work in progress at Buttcovant. The signalman'es
duties include opening and closing the adjoining level cressing gatss, Signalmen
sematimes =zsked other CIE personnel wha might be Fassing the gates toe open
them, Mr. O'Callaghan was not cerzain whether he had first read the Hegulation
dealing with Lhe securing of peinte,entitled "Laying in Mew Points and Discoanecticn
ol Redundant Points" and reproduced in Appendixz VI, before or after the accident.

Fe assumed the decision to reta:zn keys for peints clip padlocks in the Buttevant
Signal Cabin was an additional safesly factor (the Regulation statcs that heys
are to be retained by the Permanent Way Inspectar), Each Buttevant sigralman
receives a copy of the weekly Circular, by post, frem Mallow,



g, While the Staticrn diagram, dated 1958, ir thes Signel Cakbkin had not yet
been revised tTo tTake account af rzil develogment work and other zlterations
carried out during the manths orior toc the acclident, this posed no difficuluy
to hdm, He conTirmed that the trailing peoirts which previously gave Aacoess
to the UDown siding and which were shown en the diagram had been remeved sometime

aefare the accident.

f.3 Mr. Q'Callaghzn said that the new Tacing points at the turnout to the

Down sidirg were dinstalled about the end of March and were Tirst used at

the Deginning of June. Re did nob know whe avthorised =he use nf these paoirnts

whicn were mot yet connected to the Signal Oakin. Ihe points wers always
hard sperated by the szme pointsman after ne had ccocllected the keys from
the Tabhin and had been irnstructec oy the =ignalmzn. Keys were always returned

te the Capin whern each movement over the points was complated and the nooints

Fag boen re—securcsd for the paszsage of Lhrough trailns.

c.4 Procedures  for movements over thase points were that a btallast train
approaching  from Ratkluire (Charleville) znd  intending to  enter  tnz  Down
siding woulg e acceoted under signalling reguelalicors and brought Lo a halt
at tne Down Home =ignal. It would fthen bhe allowsd into the Station, be
stopped again at the nose of the points which 'would be aperated witkh a bar,
Following which bthe train weoeuld bLe hard-signalled into the siding by Lhe
points=man. At lesst two movements had taken place cver thess facing peoints

whila ne wasz an duty.

i Signalman Edward FHRoche haz been al Bultzvant for about 17 years,

He had finished a tour of duty at DB.30 on the morning of the accicent.
In adéition to the nermzl B-hour snift seven days per week he sometimes works
i2=nour  s=nifts to ecover for a cplleaque oo eitner annual or =ick leave.
He exzplainec that, orior To April, trains asriving from the Rathluire direction
wers  reversed inte the Down  siding over Zrailing points on the Down main
lineg. The present layout allewsd ther to run dirsctly into the siding over

the new hand operated facing points.

T.2 Mr. Roche waz aware thaT arrangemenls had besn made for permanent way
maintenance work ta be carpied out on the Down line in the Rathluirc/Buttswvant
Section durinrg his peripd of duty beTore the accident. He knew this work
md nol been carried out. Sometimz afler 07.00 Mr. Condon, the pecirntsman,
told hir that the hallast ftrain woula ha going out early that day. Theay

did not discuss the ballast trazin's moverents,



7.3 Tre procedure for zakirmg a Iight engine frosm the up 1ins 1nto the Cown
siding was that the enginme would pe slowsc or blocked at the Up Home signal
and ther brought slowly to the plallorm, Ths Up znd Down MHome sicnal levers
would be collared with tne sigrals at Tanger, Mr. Hoohs wolld agres

the proposed movemerl Tirst witn the pointsman, Me, Conden, and Lthen with

ths ‘engine's driver and guard. The polnlsman weould tzke the padlock keys
from the Cabin and the engire would cress from cthe Up te Lhe Down lines by
the old crossover beyond Lhe level crossing, This crossover was still connected

te the Cabin, The szngine wonld travel szlong bhe Deown Iine to the nose of

the new Tacing points at ths turncut  to the Down siding where 1t would starnd

far 7 oor 8 minutes while the polntsman, wvsing & bar anc key hammer made-cver
the puinls. When this operation was cowpleted the locemotive woule pe Tlagged
ints the siding py the polnbsmanr. If the engine weres remaining in the siding

for a corsigderable lergth of time the polntz would e restorec and sscured

for main linge traffic, the zollars -~zmoved from The sional levers and the
padlack keys returnzd Lo Lhe Cabin, Zince st Jung tnere had been Tive
ar six Ballast =Zrair mevements owver the new facing ooints while he was on

duty. Mr. Condoen was the pointsmar for all these movemerts,

T gitmess knmw  Lhat, while ®58 Hagulat_cn dewling with the securing of

points . (Appendix ¥I) stated that padlock ksys waers %o be held oy Lhe Formanent

wWav Inspecter, Lhe keys of the clip padlocks bed been Beld in the Signal Cabin

fror about four menbhs prior to the accicoznt, He, Like Mr. &'Callaghan, regarded

tnis &5 an additional =afecy precauallun. Hz nad zeer the Area Rail Manager's
instructian dated 3rd April, 1980 (appendix WII) stabing that all keys for
the new crossever ¢2ip padlocks were tp ke heid ip the Signal Cakln. In

his wiew fthat instruction cowsgred kews Teor all clip padioccks including those

on Lhe new Facing points at €he zTurroun to the Down sidirg.

Fi5 Mr. FRoche always gots but does rat sign Far the Weekly Circular. He
dia nat know of any other Station with twe pain running lines where the Signalman

had to leave his Caosin tc open anc close level crossing gales.

8.1 Criver James Mullins hzas beer a CIC train driver for about 20 years.

At abous 03,15 on 3=t July., 198C he had eriven a light engine from Mallow
to Buttevant to pick up a ballasT =rain. Hisz movements into the Down siding
were gensrally in mecordance with the procedurs outlined in Signalman Fecne's
evidence, Hawving heer hocked=up toe the ballaslk train ne departed to the
aorks site din the RathluircsButtevant Sdction =t abeout CE.00 and subssguently
returned to Bullsvant whore he was urhgoksd from the 2mpty ballast train

ard he arrived back in Mallow whers he booked of f =t about LO.15.



He war accompanied Ly twn guards, He haa #irssc drilven over the Facing points
at the turnout to the Oown siding zarlier tnat week, He knew thalb these
paints were not connected to the Signal Cabin and that the clip padlock keys
were normally held in the Cabzair, His understanding was that ro movements
would be allowed Lhrough the Station unt:l tra facing points had bLeen secured

and thes padlock keys returned to the Cabin,

£.2 On the day of the accident he had left Mallow in a light engire at about

12.30 with Guards Tynan and <elly, Appreaching Butteveant the Up Distant
=1gnal was at Caution and thas Lp Home sigrnal at Danger. While stopped at

the Up Home signzl hz  neticed someone opening the level croszing gates.
He Then noticed that the Down Home signal had been lowersd to the Clear
position. When the Up Home signal wes lawered he movad trs onygine towapds
the Up platform and saw a man, whom hs row —hinks was Willizm Cocndon, walking
znd  then running along the line in the Mallow direction. At about 1Z.45
ne nzlted hiz engine near the Up Starting signal which was at Danger. Guard
Tynan dismaunted, the signalman shouted "go ahead” and he grove the engine
ouwer the level crossing. At about the same Lime Mr. Mullins saw a train approaching
on the Dewrn ling. When <The <traln was about 20 yards fraem the Down Home
signal and 40 to 50 yards from the light engine the signal wert to the Danger
pasition. After the train had passed, he stopped his engline beyond the crassover
and lookad back in the Mallew dirsction where ne =aw a cloud of dust and
&8s 1t began to disperse he saw a coach in the Down  siding. Hawving secured
fls enginge he went to the accident site and shut off the motor of the locomative
an the cerailed train. He did not notics the position of the locemotive's

tnrottle oar brake zontrols,

8.3 Mr. Mullinrs was in nc doubt but =hat Fe was to remain on thne Un line
until he got the disc signal to cress over to the [Down line. He did not
expect to get this signal until aftep the approaching Dewr train had passed
through the Station. While agreeing that hand operation o7 ooints might
be necessary Tor short periods fur mainTenance work Fe consleered the positien
at Buttevant wunusual and he nad ro previcus experience of points being hand

cperated  in eimilar circumetances. Mr., Mullins 1= attached to Thurles

where he gets and signs for the Weekly Circular.

9.1  Guard Thomas Tynan was in the front cah af The light enging with DCriver

Mullins when it arrived at Buttevans shortly before the accident. Mr, Tynan
was to act as Guard-in-Charge of the ballase train, He confirmed thal the
Up Distant signal was at Ceution and thé'up flome signal at Danger when they

arrived,



He dismourled at the Us platform arc wernt to bis Signal Cabin Le speak ta
Mr. ©'Zullivan, the signalmen on duTy . As he mad nol made ar arrangement
with the signalman far crossirg Lhe light enmgirc Lo the Down line shead af
the arrivael of tas 10,00 =% Dublin pasiinger Tratr Guard Tynan decided to
gxamine his ballast trazn which was in the Dewr siding, Thzrty minutes
waz allowed for this ezavination. While <rn the faootbridge over the railway
ke noticed a manm or the Down line rncar the facing points leadirg into <ha
sidirg and at about the same time hs heard tne Oown passenger train approaching.
and saw the Down Home and Starting signals in tns Clear positions. He returned
tz tne Signal Cabin and told the signalman that there was a man slanding
on the line, The signalman looked deown the line, shauted "Points, points”
and threw back three or four signal levers. Witnesz:z had gone back La the

footbhricgs as tng passenger train passed at zoeed,

G2 M. Tynan had received = capy of the Divisional Engineer's Stors Ballast
Frogramme, ex Buttevant, far the wmeek arded st August and in which a light
ancine was scheduled to depart Malliew at 03.30C are a ballast train to lemve
Butlavent at 04,00 on zzch of *he throw days, 30t _uly to 1st August. pr,

Tynar =zid that on 31zt duly Divisional Chisf Pormanent Fay Inspector armatrong

Tald him, in the dcormitory at Mallew, that az a ballast cleazning machine
had bLroken down  trg departure of fthe ballast =rair from Buttovant on st
August would be postponed uwntil C&.00, M~. Tynan then decided that as he

and his drivor and assistanl guard had bcen gway fror thoir hemes depot, Thurles,
since Tuesday they would returr tc Thurlss to cellsct their wages, spend
Ene right in their hemes and be back in Malloe by the first available +rain
which was due to arrive at szbout 11,20, He did not advise Mr. Armstrong,
Acting Farmanent Way Inspecter Hanranan o= anwvong  else Im authority  that
he weuwld not be back in Mallow in timz to take the ballast train Trom Suttevant
at 0B.C0 on Friday, He agreed that bzllast in =z length of zrack mad already
been prepared by the Cleaning macnine and that new ballast coauld have bEaan

placed if he bad departed from Suttevant at 08,00,

.3 Mr. Tyran's copy of the Weekly Circular 1s erz of & number dezpalched
oy rall to Thurles by the Chief Civil Enginesr's Office. He dogs rot sign
for it,

gL Guard Jamss Kelly who was to act as assistant guard an the ballast

train was in tng rear cab of the light engirs whzn it arrived ir Buttevant.
He did rnot look out Ffor signals until they reached the Up Home signzl which
was st Dangen, He did not notice any othes slignals, Hz stavyed on the

engine until after the accident,



10,2 Mr. ®Kelly descriped now al asoul 23,20 on the previous morning his
angine had arrived at Suttavant from Mallow and kad been shunteqd into the
Down siding ogsznerally in accordance wilh  procedures detailsd 1n eyidence
by SGigralman Roche, He Thaught his ergine had bezen stopped Tor 5 te € minutes
at the nose of the facing peints at Lhe itwurncut into the UDewrn siding while
the points wers being mede-cver by tne opointsman, Me. Condorn, e dig not
recallsct that he had aver gone into thne siding withoul being helted at these

points.

12,3 Or the morning before the accddert Guard Keolly was in the dormitory
2t Mzllew when Oivisicnal Chief Permarsnt Way Inspector Armstrong instructed
the light engire’'s crew that, as ths ballzst clearing machine was broken-=
down znd woulc net ke on the 1line, thay were to postpone their departure

on the followimg morning to O08.00 arnd ware to discharge extra stones on =
strio that had already heen covered with a Tirst run. They then decided,
without reference to arnyone In autheraty, to go =mo Thurles, spend tnus night

gl thezlir homes ana recurn to Mallow on Friday morning,

LA Mr, HKelly sees one of the Weekly Clirculars sent by rail to Thuples

Ter the joint wsé of both guards on each osllast frain,

7.1 Mechanical Mairtenance Trapectos James Seleman was responsibhle  far

supervising the ocpsrators of permanenl way mzchines working hetween Rathluire
ary  Bulbtswvant. He =pant wuntil abnos 07,30 on the worning of sl August
at Buttevant Statier clearing ocut a clogged ballast cleaner. He had not
been advissd that the programmed departure of thez ballast train er that morning

had been postponed to CE.OO,

11,2 Latar that morning anc after the Up lerbilizer train had gane thraugh
ke cressed the ballast cleaner from the Down siding o the Up siding. Foints

for connections to the Down and from the Up rurning lines were made by the

pointsman, willizm Condon. Mr. ©Colemarn dig nat =tap his machine before
going over either set  of points. Ihe arossing mavemsnt which took cight
to nine mirutes was completed ahbout 1725, He was not aware of any preocedure
requiring him to stop at the nosz of the points. He had not previously

carried out a crossing movemenl at Buttsvant since <The Station layout had

been altered.

T Inspectar Coleman recsives the Weekly Circular from the Chizf Inspector,

Pearse Station, Dublin. He doss not sign for i1,

g i Acting Mebile Ganger William Zgan saw  Lhe ballast cleaner crossing

from the Dewn to tne Up siding about 12,1%, After thz clezner hao crossed

he saw the pointsman securing the Facing ooints on the Down main line at

the turnout to the Down siding.



13, Flatalaysr PMatrick Byrrz alse s=aw the tallazst cleansr crossing to tne

Up siding, Apout 12.30 he nhad noticed that the Tacing ooints an the Down
main linc al Lhe turnout to the Down sicifg were secured Tor traffic on

he main ling,

14.7 Platelayer .Jnmeph Stack nad sean the ballast cleaner crossing to the

“Ygp miding and he confirmed that ths pointsman, Wr. Condon, res-made and locksd

the facing points on the Down main lines.

4Lz Shortly afterwaros as he was crossing the mair lings pear the level
crossing  Me, Stack hezzed  the signalman  saying to Mr. Oendon, "Bill, open
the gates'. Mr. Condor replied that he was in 3 hurey s¢ Mr. Stack voluntsered
te npan the level crossing gates. ATLer be had opened the gates he saw
Mo Cancgon walking along Lhe Down plstferm ir the Mallow direction, Mr,
Slack remainec near the gates, le noticed the light cngine passing on the
g Tineg, Mext he heard the Down Lrain hocoting cantinuously as it approached

ard directly aflerwards he heard the signalmar, whio wes Tacing in the Mallow
diregctlien, sheouting and wavirg hkis hand, Then the Dewn brain oessed and

anartly afterwards he heard o crash.

5.1 Signel Cperative Themas lLandeess was one of 2 gang erecting a negw Down
Home signal about 20 vards on Rathluirc sids of the level crossing, This
wark dic not irnterfers with Lhe operation  of any of  thne existing signals.
15.2 He ned se2n The ballast cleaner CPGssTTg trom the Down $o the Up lines,
He +tnaught it was =after the light ecrging had gone past cor the Up line that
a colleague Loid him a <srain was aporoaching on thz Down line, He <then
naticed that the Down Home sigral was in the Clear position. Garnger Foley

drew his atientian +92 a mar at the new lacing points on the Down line at
the turncut leading into the Down =idzng, Tha man, whom he could identify

as Mr. Condon, nzd what locked like & bar arg appearcd to be Lrying to make

the points Tor the Dowr line, AL this slags Mre. Landers had seen the approaching
train. Az it passcd him the hoeter was being cpsrated continuously, He
saw the train going inte the Down siding. e did rot notice if the aspect

of the Down Heme signal changed befers The trzin passed it,

15.1 Sigral Gangecr John Foloy  was In charge of the gang af =ignal aperatives

workirg in Buttsvant. Un st Sugust ne was with the garg ergccting a new
Oown  Home signal. AFter the 1light engine moved owver the lewvsel crossing
Mr, Foley saw a Lrain approaching on the Down line and at about The same
time noticed tne UDown Home, Htarting zand Advance Starting signals displaying
Clear aspecrs. When the train weas apoubl 300 yarcs away ne looked in the
Mallow darectieon and =saw Mr, Condon at the new facing points en the Down
lire trying ta make the points for' the main line. =g estimatad the train's

zpoed at G0/568 mpn as it passed nim.
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He thought the brascs hac oeen applied, #L  apout  the time the tfrain passed
the Home Signal he hearc The signalmsn shouting “Wake <=he poaints" o Me.
Condon. He: 4id pot check F the signal=z had changed before the train passed.

He saw <The trzin turning ints the Down girding,

16.2 The work programme for Mr, Foley's ganc 5 arranged by lnspector MoGraih.
The gang had bean at Buttevanl for s fou days 1n april, Since 4th June
the gang rtad besn al Buttavant gxcept whan required Tor work elzswhere or
wnen same of Lhe gzng had taken noliday lsave or had attended ANCD training
CoOurses, One copy cf the Weekly Circular is sert from Cork te Mallow for
Me. Folzy's gang. He doegs net sign for ib. Mane of the work bsing carried

vut by his gang al Butzevart had bzon promulgated in Lbe Weskly Circular,

I7.9 signaiman  Thamas C'Donerity was on duty in Rathluirc Statien Signal
Sabin at the time of the accident, He did nét know that the departure tims
for tngz ballast train had been aostperad, At about 10,30 the Buttevant
signalmar teld him the ballast train's engine was still in Mallow, The
Up fertilizer train passed through Rabtnluirg at 12,25, The 10.00 Down LasSERMgEr
train passed at 2.05. He received ar "Obsctruction, Danger" Granal From
Buttevant =at 17,37, Mr.0'Deherty was zware that permanent way maintenance

work mehaduled e take placs in bhe Hathluirc/Butbeyznt section =arlier that

morring had not been carried out.

T2 Mr.2'Doherty Lteld the Court thal, in ascorcance with OIE Fules, befaores
unconnzcted  godnts sn main lines were hand operited it would be Nacessary

to check with The Stations in advance and in rear if there was trafic

af ferzng. I7 tTraffic was offering & signaiman should not allow unconnected
polnts ta oo moved. At no Lime an the day of the accident was Fe asked
by the Buttevant Signalman iIf there was traffirc offering. “ne copy of the

Weegkly Circular iz supplied for the leint uss of the Razhluirc Signal Cabin

staff,

8. Signalman .John Xelleher =aid he was in tke Mallow Morts Signzl Cahin

at the time of the accident, The Up Tertilizer trair which Had arriyved

L]
+

i0.3% depacrtod at 12,02 and ne oot the "Train out ‘af Scetion” Signzl ozt
1:

a

kT A5 he was awarc tnat the Up magnesite train would he running late
B2 offered the ballast train's light eng:ire t¢ Butbevant at azbeut 12.20.

The =ignalman would net accept it ther as He was allewing a ballast cleanern
acrass the running lipes, The light engine was accepted at J42.29 and departed
at 12.30. The Juttevant signalman had teld Aim en the telephone that the
lignt engine would bs Reld on the Mp lirz urtil the 40,00 and 10,30 Down

passenger triins had pEssed,
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He ‘zaw no reason why ne shbuld pase +his —rforration te the driver of Lhe
angine. He received the "Train cul of ssccign® gignal far the light engine
at 12,45, Fimes of signels for the 10.00 Dews Fassenger Train wers UTE
Ling Clear” +42,33, and "Train Entering. Saction" 12,45, Me received the

"pstructign, Danger"signal at 12,47,

18,2 Mr. Kelleher coula net reezll an occasion when a signalman st Buttevant
fad discussed with him a proposes movomans fver the hand aperated facing
prints at the turnout Lo The Buttevant Dowr sicing, Irn his opinicn Rules
67 (el ard 71 {2} covered bkand vperation of points not connected to g signal
cabin, Gne copy of the Weexly Circular is svailable DETween tha signalmen

2Ttacnzd o Mallow North Sigral Cakis,

9.4 Garnocer Eoward Hanrahar BA1a thal ke waz in charge of the renewals

gang  engaagsd on rail development week in Duttevanl Statier ard on permanent
way wmalntenancs work baing carrisd ads in Lhe Rathluirc/Buttevant section.

From Zlst July, 1930 ke was zttind fer Tngpzctor Cornally who had gane
on haliday leave, Bonew Crassover  was irsballed By nis gang or 23rd March
last =and Aew Tfacing noints on tne Down lina were ilnstalled = week Tater,
His =ecollection was that Inspectors Cornally  and Luddy were at Buttevant
for bobh dmstallations, thz= ong of Esem Look the clip padliock keys afzer
Lhe points had besn secured and that Inspactar Cormally told nim the Reys
ware o be held din the Signal Cabie, Zt wae the first timg he hac Superylsed

the installatisn of 2 urossaver gr poaints an g dounle lipe,

9.2 From May onwards The new unconnectac Tacing points on the Cown lifs
were uscd by hand propellsd bogics =3 The neog arose, For these movements

the soints were hano sperated Ly one of his gang, Platelayer William Condon,

under fthe dnslructiomn af a signalman . Haclock hkeys were borrowed from the
S1gnzl Cabin for each ecperazien. the points were firsl used by ballast
trains r June when <the Down siding became available. Mr, Hanraharn was

nol at che Stalion for any ballsst train novemente,

19.3  He had arranged for Mr., Condon te reoset fer work at Buttevant at 07.30
an  thg morning of Lthe accidert for the ballast train's movement al the poslponed
departure time of Q8. 00,

TH LA Mr. Hanrahar nad no informaticr as to when thne recently inszalled points
woulc be connectad to the Signal Zabin, When the facing points were initially
installsd only one clio was fitred, A second clip Was fitted after ane

af the stretcher rods nad besn zlightly damsyed hy a ballass packing machime,
Mr. Hznraban <id ros know wheo wae responsihle for co-ordinating the permanent

way and =ignallzrg work at Butteovant,



Waile he knew how uncernected points should Le secured he nad not seen  the
Regulation pubilished in 1277 (Appsndixz Y1) priar to  the Investigation,
He was zppointsd ganger abouft two wears aga. He gets a wWeekly Circular [rom

tneg Ztalbion Master at sither Rathluirc [(Sharleville! ar Mallt aw.

20 Divizignal Shief ILnspector Martin Armztrong repurts o thne Divisional

Engineer, Limerick, He was aware Lhat for tne morning of 1st August tha
Divisienal Enginesr's Stone Ballast Pregramwe for work in the Rathluirc/Buttevant
section previded for the departure of a ballsst trazr from Buttevant at G4.00.
On the previous day, at aboul 10.30, Mr. armetrang spoke Lo Lhe trein guards
in Mallow and agrsed wilh them to pestoone the deparlurz of the ballast train

te sbout OB.CO. Hz made Lhis new arrangemert because the ballast cleaner
would not be available and il woule ke preferable to de the ballast laying
in daylight. e did rot krow uetdil o afler Lhe zccident that the postpened

departure time had rat beer mot,

202 Mr.  Armzlrong wss awars  of tnz Eogulation whicns kad besn published
ip Lhe Weskly O-iroular lAposndix I and which stated +hat keve of elip padlacks
on  urconnected poirts should ke rezatersd by che Permansnt Way Trspector,
e  hzd assumed that Inspectar Cornally had retained the Buttevant padlock
kevs, He had naver ss2n the Arca Rail Managar's instruction (Appendix VIT)

which stazted that these keys snould be held in the Signal Cabin,

20,3 He was awars that fthe nsw facing points on the Oown line were hand
operated from tha weekerd of Foh June, 1980 =a the oday of the accidenz,
Sixteaern laden ballast trairs and the zame ~Aumber of erpty trains had used
the points, mostly &tz werkends during this period. Thers weore alse =some
oallast macnine mavemenis, Mr. Armstrong has beesd with CIE sincs 1934 and
ne donld nast recollect another instanze of  urconncotsd facing aoints on a
busy passenger line being hanc aperatcd Tor Tare tharn 2 ar 3 days before
they were connected to a 3ignal Caoin. “e had not asked the Eigrnal and
Elecorical Ergineer's Secctlon to expedize the conneobing=up of the urconnected

pelnts,

21.1 Zigral Qperative Richard O'Rourke kad beer working on the 2rection

of a new Down Homs zignal, He was wzlk_rg alosng the Dewr platform as the
0,00 Down passengsr train approzchec. From Lhe  time when Lhe train was shout
200 yards frem  the COown Home signal the hogler was sounding continuously,
He hearc Signalman O'Sullivan shoutiay “Conden, maks the points" and he saw
Mr. Condern trying to maks Lhe facing ooints on the DJown linme with a sar,

Mr. Comdon did nelb mewve away Jdnsil the train wes shout twe yards Trom Rim.



A7 Hignal Ogerative willigm Moyeihan, wio wads Biso  ar the Rawn platfarm,

saw  iLhat Mr. Condon wss sZrugoling =a make <he coirts on Lhe Down line as

The 10.00 passenger tralr zppreoached.

22.1 Jriver Barthplomew Walsh Mag Deen driving passengsr Leains reqularly
Yor four years, TN ths mornirg of the aculdert ne draove the 10.00 ex Dublin
Down  passenger  Sraln. He was Ecoompanied by Guard MocCarthy and Checker
Blake. fhey cepartec frow Dublin two to threo minutes late. He hac checked
the train's breking and wigllance systems ara  tound them to oe operating
satisfactorily. tuarc Meclarthy had f0ld him thz tezin mas made up of eleven

codcshas and 3 spare dininag car.

23 After passing Rathluirg (Charlevili=zsl 5e bFad zlowed o 23 m.p.h. for
& TEMpOrary Sspeed restrictIon. Tha Bulievant Distant, Seme Starting and
Advarte Brtacting sfgnals weredn the Clgar nositinrs as theéy “irst came into sighit.

A= hg was about fRn yards from the Homs sigral it changed to the Danger position,

at that stage his =pged was aboul 85 m.p.n. mR immediately shut of T power,
apalied the emorgoency Lrake and =scunded The Aaoter, Hz nexst saw 2 man about

Grig guearzer mile ahead o the Down  line apparently warking at points which

wipre aon fully made . The man tayed so long at tne paints Me, Walsh thought
Fe must have besn =illed by the <rain. Sy this zTimes he noticed that the
StarTting and Advance Starticg signals hag wlso gone to the Danger position,

The fronl bugey of the locomosive wernt ints the Down siding aznd the train

wHs gerzilec. He thought The <train was travelling at abouwt 55 m.p.h. as
it turned inta The sicing, Wagn his leconalive came te s halt and he saw
tre zztent oF the derallment be imwediately wert Lo protect the Up line in
acuordance with Hule 180, Fe aid mot shut of 7 the locemobive's mubor.

i while Mr, Walsh was aware Lhal new facing points had bzen installed
in Buttevant he Lhouwaght bhey were cornected to the Signal Cabin. He gets

tne Wee<ly Oirculap in Cork Station woere he signs For zk.

a1 Stanalman Denis J. 2'Sullivan fas besen a siognazlman at Buttevant fare
apout 205 years. He 15 alsn tha haltkeeper. He was aon dutfy at the CLime
ot the acociaant, He econfirmec that The signalman is responsibla For opening
and ¢losing the adjoining lawsl orossirg gates, Eacn epening or closing
involves 4 Two te three minutes' ansence from the Signal Cabin. Hefaore the

rail  development werk commenced, the conrecbion to the Down siding was by
A get of trailing puirts. Me. O'Sullivan, like tha ather Buttewvant sigralmen,

works ssven 28-hour shifts sach week,



24,2 Rignalman O'Hullivan was an duty whilc  the  pew  orossover and  the  new
Tacing poinTs onm Lhe Doan line were being installed, Keys for the points
clip padiocks were breught ta tne Signal Sabin on the day each installetien
was complsied. Mr.2'Swllivar had inspectsd tne new polnts at the crossover
ana at The facing points on the Down lins and was satisfied that they wers
properly securec, Az phad probably sesen the Regulation dealing with the
securing of unconnectsd poilnts which was publisked in the Weekly Circulap
in 1877 (Appeadix VI, Hz had scon the Area Rail Manacer's Anstruction
that keys were Lé be held In th: Capin (appendix VIT). Thare were ten ar
aleven sets of kaye  without ary fc=ntification markings, in the Cabin and
Mr, O'Sullzvan did not know which parlicular padliochs sny st of keys opened,

Initiaily he wae wnaware of an ntentior to uze the wnconnected points.

He Tirst neqcame awars Shat they weuld be wsed before being connected teo

tne Signal Cabir when bhe received & copy of the Divisicoral Engineer’s Stone

i)

Ballast Programms Tar tne week sndeg dth dun 18980,

2503 AL 08,00 o thez morning oF the accidsnt he rélisved Signalman Rocle.

e knaw From fthe Divigiona]l Engineer's Ballast Programme that a lignt éngine
had oeen scheculed to dzpart Mallow at ©3.30. Mr. Condon, who was zalready
on duty, Leod Bim thel the engine for the ballast train would be late az tha
prew had gons  home. Tha 11,10 ex Cark Up passzager and the Up Fertilizer
Traing passed through a2t 11.3% and 1203 resgectively. AL 1Z.1% ne was
asked tTo aceept the Light engire rom Mallow but deciced not do =0 until
he had allesed & ballast =sleansr across the main 1ines te the Up siding.
Inis  wewvament " A2d alpeady been discussed soparaltely witn betn Mr. Coleman,
the machine driver.and Mre. Condong the pointsman. Mr. O'Sullivan alsa tald
Mr. Lendon that when the ballast clearsr a3d crossed the maie lines and all
the points nad bDeen resccursd ne would zooepl the light engine. When the
clzaner was kn Lhe Up siding Moo Conden teld Me, O'Sullivan that all points
had besn: reEsECUred, Mr, Condon was then 20 to 40 yards [rom the Signsl
Camin, Me, 2'5ullivar checked visdally From Lhe Signal Cabin verands and
satistice Wimsell Lhat the points on both Uown znd Up lipez had heer resccupred. .

Hes agread that fne facing points on She Dowrn 1ine were about 135 yards From

the Cabinm, Tre light engirc was accepled al 12.29 = the time of 12,15 as
writter im Lhe Trzin ‘RBgeord HBock was ar e&cror, He nad already accepted

gl

the 10.08 Down gassenger train at 2.2

» arc he hgped that core opening of

¢

the ‘leyel crossing gates would allgs ooth thal Lrain anc the Ll:ght angine
to oass over The crossing. He got the "Train Entering Secotion” sigrnal for
Lhe Down  train at 12,38 at wnich time all sigrals were at Danger and the

level crogssalng gules ware across the rzilway.
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Sigralman O'Sullivan ashkes Mp. Cendon who was standing at the nearby Tootbridge,

Tn oper the corossing gateEs, Flazelayer Joseph Stack who, wunknown to Me.
Croullivan was also nzarhy, offared £o and actually openad the gates, The
Yight engims had arrived at 12.42, Mp.0'Sullivan gulled of f the Down signals

to give the Down passenger Train a clear run through ths Station.

24.4 The Zight engirc had beesn held at bhe Up SHoms sigoal. It was r=lemzed
Lo the Up platform where Guard Iynan dismounted. The enaine WAz  fhen

driven ower the level crossing ard brought to z halt beyocnd the points fTar
Lhe creégssover to the Down Line. Mr. O0'Sullivan sald he had tocle Mr. Condan
ot his intention ooy e allow the light angine te cross the mainm lines uptil

both <he 10,00 and 10.3C¢ ex COublin Bown passenger trains had gone Ehrough

the Staticn. Thisz woewle leave the light ergine steanding aen the Up line
bheyernd the level orossing for about 30 minutes. Hz had never previcusly
beig o light engine for as long s 30 miputes st this location. Yr. G'Sullivan

did not tell Me. Condon that she arpival of the 10,00 Down passenger train
was imminant, THe nilip padlosch kews had not been returmed ¢ the Signsl
Cabin since the points had been resecured aftsr She movemeant of the hallast

cleanar, Mr, OQ'Bullivan agreed that whils ke did not ask for the Keys they
were normally returnes as g2ach operation was completed. Guard Tynan returned

te the Sigral GCabin shortly afterwards and Lold Mre. O'Sullivan that there

was 8 man on the ling worlking with a bap. At about the same time Mr, C'Sullivan
nad seen Mr. Condoen, whem he had thought to he still standing near the Signal
Cabin, working with a bar at the Facing polnts on the Down line, He immediataly

sub Lhe Down =ignals o Darger and shouted to Me. Condoan o throw back ¢he

[

points. Tre Down wrain was  then vecy near the Home signel. Mr. Conden
stayec at the peints watil the +train had almost rpegched them. The frain
entersd the siding ard jask-knifsd, Mir. D'Sullivan sent “"Chstruotion Danger

sigrnals T6 Rathlules {Charlevillel znd Mallow at L2,.48,

24,50 Mr. D'Sulllvan agreed that when he discussed the mevement of the ballast
clearnser from the Dowrn to the Up sidings with Mr. Tongon he told him te bring
the c¢leansr across but did net spscifically tell bhim to open the points e
had Mr. Zendon asked fer pesmissics to cosn them. Mr, O Sulliivan had mevsr

previously =ssr wunconnectec polntg bezng wsed on & busy main line. e had
heen instructed by Tnspector Luddy in the procedure Tor allowing moyvements

ever the hand operated Facing peirts.
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2.1 Flatelaver william 4, Condon oined COIE abous ter YEIArsS agd. He was

transterrsd to Buttsvant about five months Dofore Ehe accadent, He had
worred on Lhe rail developrant work at the Station, on permansnt way maintanance
and latterly a5 a pointesmarm, He assieted ab Lhe 1nstallallion at the new
cressover and the Tacirg points on the Down line over the twe last weekends
a7 March, Sometime later Irspector Cornzally appointed him te hanag aperate
Lhe new points, =xplairsd how they shkould be secured and operated and warned
Fim t2 pay =pscial atbenlion =ao the facirg points on Lhe Down line. Me.

Condon zoula not recollect That ne haa ever previously ussod a pinch bar to

GpErate points on a mainlznz. Friar to the accident, he was unaware of the
Regulzzicn dealtirg  with the sscurir 4 o uncannccted pointe that had been
published in the Weekly Circular ip F9sy [Apaendlis ViV, All Lhe clip padlack

keys were held in the Signal Canin  in accordance wivth Inspector Cormally's
verbal ipstruction. Me. Coandon was upnawzre of the Arez Raiil Manager 'z

instruntien {Appendis WII) that keys sheuld be bold in the Cabin, here was a
totzl of cluht sete of koys ang fe used differant—sized zafety pins te identify

keys fer locke on the Dows fine fron hays Tor locks on Lthe Up line,

BRLE Mr. Congon's uanderstanding of =he procedurs for taking an engine from
Mallow dirto the Dewr sigcing was gerzrally as described in ather evidence,
meogut cnstructions from the signalmar For szl muvemant, IT he expected

= ealay pefore he could operale points he would remain in the Signal Cabin,

He would nevar opsn the Facing points on the Down line until Lhe traffic
tnat was going into zhe giding was or the Down line. Wher an engine or train
had gone into the siding he elways “mmediately resecurcd the pairts Tor main=
limg trafific. If Lhe pointe woreo again fzeded witnin ten miputss ap legsa,
he might retain the keys and recpar The paints without speaking Lo tne signalman,
provided that teis had already becn understoad betwoon  them, He usually

stopped traffic =t the nfAcse o the Facirg points bBut if he had the points

L

made for the siding as  traffic appreacned an the Down line he would flag
the driver to go straight 1ate £np siding without szlopping. Mr. Condon
estimates thzt It Loex 5 to B minutes te move the facing poirts a4l che turnout
fer the Down sidzirg. Sigralmen sometimes checked +no points to see if

They had bkesn zzcured properly, M,  Candon would navas cperz

he saw signals in trhe Clea~ oosition.

25.3  On the morning of tne accident 9 came on duty at 07.00 as instructed

by Mr. Hanrahan whoe was sgapecting a light encing fTeor the ballast tpeain,

During the marning he had been 1n tha Signal Casin a number of fimes,
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After the UWUp ferptilizzr train nad rassed threwah, BFe teek the kzys for the
2lip paalocks on the points on the Uo and Dowr lines from the Zabkimn and cpenad

naTh

K]

¢tz of points to allow Lhe oballast clzaner e éress fo Lhe Up siding,
The cleanas diec not stoo at tRe nosc of gitner set of points, After the
cleangr had crossed to ths Up =iding Mr, Cosdon resecured both sets of ooints

For wair line traffic.

75,4 Zometime about noon he had Lsen told, he thoughl by the signalman, Lhat
the light engine was expecled shortly, Later as bs walked towards the Signal
Cabin he saw the enging it the Up Home signal and he hzard the signalman shout
"op=n the gates'. Mr. Londan coolied that he was in 2 hurry and Jaseph Stack,
whe waz rnearhy, affersd o open tham, At thal momert, and despite not having
discussed and agrcec ths movement with the signalman, Mr, Condon zssumed that

the light engzrps was abeut to cross o the Dawn sidin grause af the signalman's

I
o3

shoul, wecause the signalman had rot asked i7 the main lines weore safe for
tratfic, begause Lhe signalman 4id nel mertien he had o Leawin in She section
from Rztnluire and Because the light sngine  was already =zsveral heours late

and  Lhe ballsst zleancr hag  just heer reoposiliunsed te *acili<ate the light

zngina’s ertry %2 Lhe OSown siging. Waen Mr, Donden starbed to walk towards
the facing poln=s an the Down ling he neticed —hal the Advarce Atarting signal
waig =t Danger. dhor he reached =he points he dia net check  Lhe 2ignals but
gaw thet the lighl engzre kad gono oves tne lsvel crossing =0 The crossover.

He Lhen made the fazing points for ths  cernscticr ta the Down siding.
When he waz rzarly Tinished he Zooked up wnd saw the passengor Lealn approaching
arly asout 300 yerds away. Despite making a desperdate attemps +to reemake
the poinis for the main line he could nat shave Lhem over befeors Jumping clear
a5 the =Trais reashed Lhem. fe hagd heard & shout from the Signal Cabin as

e was trying To ~emzke the poinks.

25,5  Mr. Conder nad no watch. He had access Lo = voepy of the Working Timetabls,
s agreed that iF | hac nhec<2d the signals hefore ne starced oo aperate
The points he would have keown thal Lhe line was cleap fope traftic approazching

frem Rathlulre (Charleovilis).

25, Jabriesl O'Callaghan was one of o surbes af motorists stoppee on che

publin razd at the level sressing gateos |ust oetore the acciden=, “When approaching
the gates he hao se22n an cngine moving in the dirsction of Rathluirc. Just

oefore the Down passcnger train passsd over the srossing he heard an engine

nonTing more Lhan he Falt was nermel. 4t about the wame time somegne  on
the Zigral Cabin veranda was shouting. After Lhz train  passed he  =aw &
cloud ef dust in the Station. Shortly afterwards he  met Mr. Conden  wro

said "Mobody teld me the Train was coming. I hadn't tims to cnange them”.



27, Michael Bpaderi&i_ a second walting motoriss, saw The engins pass, heard
zhe Uown passzengsr  traln hooting cortinuguszly arc saw 2 signalman oputsids
the Cabin sheouting to zomeome on fne Mallow side of bne Station. Me. Broderick
thought That the trein was Baeding oraked as Lt passed over the level crossing.
28, Thomas Higgins was also in nis 2ar 2T the level crogsing and Raw &n
engine psss in  tne Rathlulrce direction. Shortly aTterwards he nheard  the

fanter af the approaching Down ftrzin arc sz2w The signalmar waving in the Mallow
direckbion. He netigec another CIE ewployes, doseph Stack, standing on the

public road at the Buttevant Town side of Lhe crossing.

29, Garda Sergeant Frank MolNermott Arrived at about 12.55 He assisted

in the rescug work wunlll about 14, 1%, thern hp grxgmined the Down passenger
train k2 found the Twa rear carriagpez s=tanding er the Down line, thz nezt two

CAPPIages or tne Turnout to the ziding ard the remaining vehicles were derailed.

He made a rough skebch showirg Lhe posiiicrs o7 the train uwnits and arpanged
to have photograpns taken, Whan he erxamined the facing points on the Down
Ying he Tormed the opinion that they wers sat o gquide traffiz inte ths siding.

Mear =The peints he fownd & crowbar wncsr = carriage, tws unlocked padlocks
aitsics The prajila ana wwo unwownd olips under the raills. Wharn tha three
rear—-mgst  carrlages wese removed ke found 2 wadge of timbers (a0 scotch) 1ying

betwesn the ralls.

30, Detective Garda FTimiarn O'Donohue was AT Nuttevast shoartly afters 13,00,

Mg zaw the szcotch mentioned by Sepgeant McDermett, He glsc noticed a scotch
about a foot nEst The ne=s of tne f=oing points and wedasd tight against the

rgil and setting the peoints Tor the siding,

31,1 Technical Marager (Mechanicall 5Sesn Henegharn sa2id the =peed recorder

from the leocomotive of tTne derailed trair was recoyesred intact and it indicatea
spaeas between BE ang TC m.o.h. ss the train zppreoached Lhe Down Heme signal.
Theszz spesds were maintainec until the Jloecomntive had gone about 323 yards

beyond the nase of the Down Tine fzoing points where the speed droppad to

65 m.p.h. over g distance of about 65 yards when rgpig deceleration commenced
and the speed dropped to zsre over a further 30 yards. The recordsr indlcatss
spgeds for the lazst 1,850 yards travellsd, The Oown Home sigral is about
350 wvards from the nose of Lhe Down Tacirg points and about 480 yards Trom
wrere %he locomotive ultimately stooped, fzking account of the time reguired

far brake electrg-magnets o respants To 2 hrake application which, on the
pezis of tesbts carpicd out preyiously or The s=same locomotive, ke estimated
&% eight s=vends and ¢f ths driver reaction Lime, say, three scconds, Mr,
seneqnan's opirion was that the driver becamz aware of dangsr is he approached

the Down Homs signal,



After allowing for whee] wear and a slight speedometer inaccuracy he calculated
tnat the trailn was btravelling at abeul 8% wop.h. alibough the recorder indicsted
0 m.o.h, and the driver would havs seen B85 mooohe on the speedameten, Mr,
Heheghan had calculated, taking -agcount of the track gradient at Buttevant,
that tne passenger =Train Travelling =2t &2 m.p.h. would take 5321 yards Tor
an zmergency stop witk additicral 120 vards oF travel during Lhedeiver's preaction

time,

31.2 Mr, Heneghan detailed the maks—up 27 the train, the damage sustained by

its vaompornent wnits and their ycars of manulacture {(Appendis V). There were
sereweshackle counolings betwesn ths untts, I'me train was classified For
"super expprass" sectional running 10 ths: Working Timetable, It was hauled
by an 071 w«lass Iecomobive wezoning avout 985 tonnes =nd permitted to haol
323 ronnes In Msuper s¥press’  PUnning. The eztirmatec load oseing hauled was
T8 tonngs, imcludiag 15 Loanes Tor passengers. The oerly practical e=fferot
of <he exgess wesight would bhe & reduced rate of acceleration and a possible
cofiggguential inegrdass in runnding time, The maxirvum permittee load for that
£iass of locomolive in Mstandsrd sxprzss" running is 430 tonnes, The quard's

Jeurnal which Shaule have racorded  tne trezin'es  aeight was not recovered fraom

toe o wreckage,

ELl.3 Mre. ~“ernsghan was szatisfied thet all wnits ir the ftrair were safe to travel
at speeds of wp to 5 m.o.h. Since thz train turned inte the siding &t high
zpeed Lhils voule well bave predispossc 1t o jack=krite, Ine sudden decelepation
and fne consaguent dissipation of kinenic energy le&d to heavy damage, He

agreed that the possibility of Jack-knifing would have beer marginally less
17 bhg Leadin's gross owelghl had Lesn lower. There was somg telescoping
opf uUnits. “& waz af Tha opirion tham i¥ the train had corsisted only of

moderr all-stesl coaches with bBuck-eye —type couplings the damage sustained

in  the accident would still have baer wvery considerable. This was haorna
put in certaln high-speed Sermailments abhroad. Ouck-eve-type avtomatic couplings
are in geapral u&e ir hhs UGEL., LLGLAL, Japan and the UL3.5.R., while screw-
shackls couplirgs are used on mest Europeoan railway sysbews. The more modern

CIE all-steel zoaches ars FTitted with buck-eye-type couplirgs but these units.
are never mixzad with units having screw-shackle couplings. He agreed that

bucs-gye =type couplings tegether with Pullman—Lbype gangways between wvehicles

nzgnt, kv spgreading the impact foroces, minimise damags in certain accident

situzatians, especially low-speed acciderts,

ZZ. Maintenance Manager Michael [, Cardorzn was zatisfied that the braking

and wigilancc systoms on Lhe locomelive and the brakes on the train vehicles

were satisfactory prior fo the accident.
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The lacomotive systems had been checkod ab Inchicore on thz  morning  af  =he
accident whils the hraking systems on all the wehiclss had been checkec within
the previous six -:'T.Gr!ths. He was awars of differing views on Lhe relative
meriis of screw—shackls and buck—eye oouplings bul he was net aware that this
was a subjesct of conlroversy within TIE. There was some =suppert for bhe
suggestion tnzt inm certzin acoicent situations vehicles fitted with buck-aye—

type couplings had a greater tendency both o jack-kni7e =nd Lo lelescope,

33,1 Chigf GCiwil Enginesr Patrick . Jernmings  wes appointed Te his present

post in april, 1280 and has 20 years® experiznce of reilway work. He told

the Caurt Re had owerall responsiocilily Tor Lhe rail develepment work at Duttevant.

The &tation has been gleossd to passenger traffic since 1877 and is now
ussd as a ballast oS=pot. At hils reguest irnditial plans for the development
work were drawn ug by the Divisianal Faginesr, Limerzck, in May 1978, These
olans, subject Lo somc modification, were approved oy Me. Jennzirngs and subseguently
oy the RailwaysManager in March, 1279.

33,2 Sigrificant elemsnzts in the work ware replacement  of treilirg points
connections to the Down siding by a Tacing points conmzsiicn, removal of redundant

life-zxpired cofdrnectianz, provisicn of & Lrailing cressover adjacert to the
glatforms o replacs a trailing cressover on The Hatnluire side of the level
crossing, a loceomotive run—around facility witnin the Down ziding and decommissicn-

ing the subsidiary Signal Cabin.

33.3 Mr. Jennings saio the develapment work 2t Suthtevant wss in compliance with
tne relevant UK Ministry of Transport Requirements, Lpproval for this wors had rot been
2ought from the Department of Transpoot because in kRis view, it was not in a4 category for
wiinh approval was necaseary, The row crossover wes replacing an sxisting ocrossovsr,
Approvals had, nowauvsr, been sought recencly Tor rnew crossevers at Ballybrophy
and Killarrey whers new oparaticral procedures for passengers trains wers involved,

He agreed ~tnzt on the day of the accident the pew facing peints on the Down
line did not comply with The U.K. Hsguiremsnts becadse they were not connected

to a Zigral Cabin, These facirg points were provided to fecilitate pallast
trzin movemsnts. While Mr. Jdeanings di¢ net consider that Iin mnormal usage
facing points were less safe than trailing polnts he did accapt than in

an acoidernt situation Tacing  points mignt be Ta2ss safe, The angle of the
mew  turnaus intn the Down sidirg was ong in sdght, The mazimur aermitted
speed ar this type of turnput was 20 m.oo.h. and the mazimum safe speed would

be apout 20 m.p.h.
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lUse of tne subsidiary Signal Cabin had nesgssitated Limg—consuming operations
2t the Station and its withdrawal T(r-om seryice resultad in some reduction

in hours worked by signa . men.

35,4 Urnder an instruclion from Yre. Jdensnings Lhe Divislepal Togaineer commengced
t+we development work rno odpril, 1972, by removing tne noro southerly of the
two trzilirg cernecticrs te  the Zown sidlng, Matifisaticr af those works
sAas given in the Weekly Circular for week ended Tth #&pril, 1879, M. Jennings

statsd ftnzt the procecure for the promulygation of an izem af Lhis nature in
the Cipcular wae that <che Divisional Tngineer would writs to him requesiing

tne insertion and Mr, Jernings would inglude it in a list which he would send

to The Passenges Szrvices Manager. Mo furtker work was undertzken at Buttevant
until Septembsr, 187%  when asorogriate actification  was again promulgated
in the Sirculsre. ring Marchi/énoril, 1580 specds through Dutisvant were restricted

Lo 25 m.p.n. because of Lne installat on o the gressover and turnaut,

33.5 During his annual inspection in April, 1380, Mr. dennings Decame awars

4F = meed for ballast clearing in the Buttsvanl area but he had na idea when

g clemning machine would be avazlaols, =& dig net Lhen envisage fthat the
uncoqnectes Tacing points on tne Deen lice would be used to facilitate traffic
cr bBallast train movemants. He would see ro objection, howswver, to unconnegted
points oeing used in zccoreance with the “engineering poezsessions’ Ruls — Na.
Alf Inscefar as Me., Jsanings sasz awars, no autheorisation had een given ®no
use =he urconneckted points. He cid nat krow Lhat ballast movements were taklng
place at Buttevant prise tos 1st August. Mr. Jennings said that the more

nartherly of the +fwa trailing conneclions to the Down siding iMe. B8 fouled
the site Ffar tne rew laging turnout  and wes removed during the week  ended
26th  Agril, Mr., Janrings said it was propessd to upgrade the DublindCork

line to cazer for heavisr ang faster tra“fic. Spesds of 80 m.p.h. were envisaged.

34,1 Divisional Ergineer #obert E.G. Sides was appointsed Divisicral Enginser,

Limgrick, four yearss aQo. But=evant wniich is in the Limerick Division was
used #s = ballast depot becausc thsre was suitable rock I a lacal quarry
and adequats space in the Sxation. Mallow was ussd ftemporarily as a ballast
cepot while track laying was in precress in the Buttevant s=iding, Mr. Sides
consicered tne retention of the Leailirg soints copneccien Lo the Down siding
impracticable after the subsidisry Sigrnal Gaszin had bszen dercommissicned because
aof their =s:cessivs distance from  the main Signal Cabdin, It was for the Chief
Civil Engineer's Office to check that the rail cdevelopment wark met relavant

dasign reguirements and standards.
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54,2 The trailing points connection (Mo, 6] to che Dows  siding was  removed
anout the 25L0/ZTth April, 19HD, Mzterial recovered Trom Lhis connection
was supseguently uwsed o complele  the new Tzcing points cennsctian to the
Zown  sidirng. Trackwork within ths siding was comoleted by the beginning
of June =zt which tame Mr. Sides decided to resume drawing Rallast from the
stockpile at BurTevant. lle had =waolac the Assio=lant Signal and Electrical
Erginear +that all new polnts sheould be conpscted-up as  spon as possible.
He Had a9t askad that work 3% Buttsvanlk be given priority ever other zignalling
wark then 1in hand. Fg knew that the points clip padlock keys wers hsld in

Lhe Signdl Tablin,

14.3 wher he decided bo rasume drawing ballast from BDuttevant, Mr. Sides sent
ta  the Area Rail Managers, Sora. a Stone Ballasl Frogramme, <ated 3rd June,
1880, Llisting ex Buttevant opallast train movemants far the Gth Lo 2th June,
1280, Ile =new that osellast Lrains would have —o pass aver the new hanc- operatec
Facing points at the turngul  an the Down lims ang he regardes his programms
as a request to the Traffic Department far a train fe go inte the Down siding.
Ihere wes no ~saclbion Ceom the Area Rzdl Manzges and the first pellast train
mavemert sver thne pairts Zock olace on Sth oouane, It was for tng Permanent
daw Inspector to ascegrtaln Frow’ the Station Masisr, Mailow, the Traffic Department's
reguirerents for man to owork bhe points, Mr, Zides hkad assumad that thesa
regdiremerts weuld be similar to  those anvisaged Ter fng hand operatsd Zrailing
poincs Mo. G whicn wers refepred to in the Weekly Circular for 26th April,
1980 {Appendix V_LL). Fuints Mo, 6, which were removed zbout Z3rd/24th
Axpil. could not have hzen usen atter the 30zh March when part of Lhe connection
to the siding was removed. Duz to an cversight, zdvancs notificatieon regarding
the installatier of tne new trazling orossover was nel Fforwarded for dnclusion
in thet Wookly Circular, The new Tacing paints on tthe Down lins wsre installed
earlier tnhan he hau anbticipated and befope rotification could he publisned,
Wrile he was awarz tkRat informatzon published in the Weekly Siercular for
weak onded 26%h Aoril [Appendix VTTT) was incorrect, Me. Sides did nolb consider
it nscesssary to have Lt amended or to z2dvice anyane in Caerk or Dublin that
the MNo, & poirts had been removed. Perscens familiar with Buttevant would
wnow the sibuabion an the ground, Mr, Sides did, nowever, agree Lhabt on the
nasis of the Weekly Circular alerg it appezred Shat Ne. 6 poirts were =still
availazsle, shoulad the nesd arise, and thal Lhoy were the only points leadirg

to tne Down siding.



3.4 Initially,Mr, Gidss bad no idea that the new Ffacing points =2t Buttevant

would be wused before they were cornected fo the Signal Caban., Hznd cpearation
of facing o2oints was uruslal . but not =xceptional, Leaving Facing points
sn a2 main line uncanrscted for 2z long 88 fTour mankths was unusual, Tha

notics in tne Weekly Circular for wesk endsd  Z6th April, 1980 {[Appendix VIII)
saying <tThat the +trzilirg conpection =zd bz2en disconnected from the BSignal
Zabin, tnat 1t would ne clippec and =scotched pending the completion of other
alterations and that, should the reed arizc, Lhe points could be hand operated:

was propably issued after the cornnection hed hesn reamowved,

48, 1 &Higral and Flsztrical Erngineer Patrdick J. Leahy said that since July,

1972 he had responsipility for 211 €IE signalling work, He 1s a member
cf the Lnstitute of Hailwsy Biaonal Engineers, ITn Aoril, 1979 the more southeply
trailing poairts to the Down siding at Buttovant were disconnected. Certain

rodding wags diszconnected during March, 1980 to allow the installation of the
rew crossovsr oon 23rd Marcn oand of the Facing points comnection a week later.

Ihe zignal garg, whicn consisted of 4 gangor and [(ive cporatives, then returned
to Hnocklong which had a highner pricrity and dic not resume at Duttevant until
Lhe Leginning of Juna. 1f the gang nad bz na other commitments he would
havae arranged foar thz2dir return to Bubtewvanl  sbout  the beginning of  May.
Had Mr. Leahy known that the unconnectsd f'a::i-ng points wepe ta be used for
wraffic purposes he woule havs given the work at Buttevant a higher pricrity

Than the werk at Knocklong,

35.3 ¥ro Leany szid That every effes~t is made to ensure Lhat Station diagrams
in sigral cabins are up to date. Wnile the Buttevant diagram was dated 1958

il did showall the poinls that were surfertly corfccied to che Canin,

Some  pointes That hac besn conpectsd fto the subszidiary cabin and were removed
as part of <The rail develosprent wor: were zlso shown. While agreeing that
If the new facing polnts on the Down Tire were shown, this could have served
as a remincer to the signalman.Mr, Leahy zaid that current preclice was not
te alter a diagram urtil zll the reoguwisile connections were made. The design
af the sigralling schere approprizate fo the razl develeopment work was in compliance

wilth the relevant U.K, Miristry of lranzpars Recuirements,

353 Thzre iz only cng sigralling cang inthe Sork Area.  The work losd
in the Arsa has increasec, and, for = varieny of reasens, the back-log of installation
and mainzTenarce work could be up to siz months, There iz extensive weekend

working. Arrargements fave been made Lo ingrease this worh foroe,



304 Mr, Leahy agreed that a devies anould bes fitted o unconnected points
i-|'=dil;r.1til"g theirm slatus Lo slgnalmen. He  would not, however, recommend
2uch 2 device Decauss 1t would nat ke in compliancs with the U.HK. Reguiremsrnts,
it 7ight encourage Uusage of Unconrscted oodints, it wouwld net be fail-safe

and it would not Indicats if points were prapsrly secured,

G Agsistant Signal and Eleckrical zngireer Cecil Secully bad received the
Divisicnal Enginesr's letter of 4th Marcyn, 1080 stating that the new crossover
would be natalles on 22nd A23rd March. On 25th March the Cdvisional Engineer

asked for cbservations on a draft noties fer the wWeexly Circular advising,
inter alia, Lhnet the trailing crossover had bGeoen  installed. Mr, fSoully

amignded The draft notice and forwarded IL to the Rulss znd Regulations Officer

e Bth April. The notice which was punlished 2n the Circular for the week
cided Z8th April, 190 |Apgperdix YIIT) Had Leen further amended after it
_eft nim By esletior of the ruefsrence ta the n2w trailing crossover. Mr.

Scully stated Lhal nons of the correspandence he had received from the Divisional
Efigtneer wp o the day of the accident mede rafsrence to eithesr the old No.

fi Trailing poirts connection or the new facing poirts cormection to the Down

-iding,
37 —xacutive OfFicer David Fopan is attashed T the Rules and Regulstions
office, He cenflrmed tha=z, din zcceordance wilh nermal practica, refarence

Lo the neaw frailing crossoves was deleizsd from the draft rotice which he
recelived from  the Signzl ard Electrical Fngineer's OFfice For publicsiien

in the Weakly OCirgcular veoaus=s The craszsover poinls wers not connected to

Lr

thng Signzl Czbin. Acditionally, ne amended the draft rotice 4o make its
contents olaarsr, He agreed thet the notize published in the Circulsr for
week  =aded 26tk April, 1980 {aApperdis VIIT) should have stated that ssints
listed as peding clipped and scorched were also loched. Whilse M, Ronan
gid npot krow at that time thal the new racing points on the Down line had
bazn installed  he was szatisfisd that 1t woule oe inacoropriate to make refersnce
ko them Zn the Weskly Circular urtil they had been connected +a the Signzl
Casin. Me understond the notice publisned in the Oircular for weok onded
Z2Eth April (Appendix VWIII) to mezan that trailing points No. § would oe retained
urbil rail develeopment work st Buttevant Statior was comoleted and that the
ballast trzin movements listec din the Divisicral Engineer's Stgne Ballast
Fragramme of Jrd June would be aver these trailing points. Jp to o the date

of the accident be had no noTification of any cnznge in this zituatien.



AH, 1T Permanent Way lnsgector John Cornally Fas ackted as Inspecter for 31

years and was responsible for the pErmanent way Gang gngaged on tne rmall
developrent work a2t Buttewant, He is baszgsg a2t Maliaw, He did not recollect
hawving read the HRegulatlon dealing with the szecuring of new znd redundant

points wnich was publishsd in th

)

hassly Cirpular 1in mid - 1977 (Appendia
Wiy, Whiis he was Fawmiliar with the secuaring of unconnected points he did
mot  know that The Requliation stated thal clip padleck keys must be held by
a Fermancnt Way Inspector. Inzpecter Cornally agets the Weekly Circular
BUErY WEEK., e has a copy of Lhe CIE Rulc Book, re had not been sxamined

in thz Rules within fthe last ten vears.

G, Inepactor Cornally was gl Bulievanl Staticn gn the days when both the

new  orossover and the new facing points on tne Down line were installed.

On  the dzy the corozsover was installed Tra?iic Insp2ctor Luddy was also
at Duttzyant, wWhen the rew crosscouver points had been secured Me, Luddy
arrangsse Lhal Lhe ¢lip padlock keyE aould be hkheld in the SHignal Cahin,

Subssguently, when tne new facony poinls gn bhe Down mainling were installed
and secured, tneir padiock keys were alss harded irto  the Sigrnal Cabin.

Insgector Cornzlly could rot  remember  anothes adccasisn when his gang had

installed new points on omsEin linegs. = e vever heard of polnks remaining
uncornested Far mers than ore on twoe days, He nsd never previpusly seen
ar  wsegd either glips ar clip padlecks. AT <That  stage he did net expactk

that eithar ths cressover or Lhe Faging points on the Down lise would hbe

Ligad hefare =hey were cenreEcted te the Szgnsl Caebin. He had not segn Lhe
Arez Rail Manager's instruction that points clip padiock kays were toc be
kapt L Lhe Sigral Calbin, (Appendia VII),

38,1 Inspecter Crrnally ftirst Knew that tne Uown faoing points were to be
vperatsd manually when he read the Divisicrzl Engineger's Stane Ballast Frogramme
datec 3rd June 1980 which stated that +the Perrmanent Way Inspecter, Mallow,
wag to arepange manual aperatien of =he points into the siding. He went
to Suttevant and after a discussion with the sigralman-ar-duty he arranged

that william Condon would operats the poirts manuslly under a  signalman's

instructicn. Inzpzctor Sornally was at Guttevant on 7th June, 1880 when
Ehe facing ooints were wseg To¢ oa ballast trazin movement. The orocedure
Far aperating the points workeo sat:isfactarily, Mr, Cornally was of the

opimien that tne nolding of clip pzdlecs xeys in thes 3ignal Cabin was a safsr
arrangemsnt then 17 he hele tham vecauss Lng signalmas would zleays be aware
af what was hapsening. Additionally, he, Inspector Cornally, could pot be
present abk Juttevant For all ballast btradin movements over the unsennected

points,
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39.1 Area Supervisor Lawrence Luddy iz szsed in Cork whzre he rzports  to

the Area Rzil Manager. He i

L)

ir hi= present posbt for shout twe years.
He  found the three Bullevant Station signalmen &0 be compelant  im Rules
and Hignalling Regulat:one when he sxamined them in May/ lune, 1080, on
the instruction of the Area Rail Manzger he was a1t Buttevant on ZEnds23rd
March, 1980 when the new erossover was :nstalled. His functian thero was
to ensure the smooth running ef frains while he inetallation werw was zn
progress and, on its complezion that the lines wers safe For main lina traf¥fic,

He also checked all tne other poinls at the Station, The Trailing cornection

to the Dewn sidirg, polnts No. 6, had rmat ther been removad. Wher the imstsllat

et

on
af the crossover was completed and its poirts were preperly secursd the clip
padlozk keys were nanded into Lhe Szgnel Cabin Ter retention in accordance
with <he Area Rzil Managsr's dirpectiosn of 3rd april 1980 {Appendix VIT) .

Vi, Lugdy reportec an the positicn or trs ground at Buttevant e the Arca
Rail Manayer on 2dra March, IL was =he first tine he nad checked new installstions
of €his kind at a Stasicn. e zold osouh Me. Corerally and e, Hanrahan thas
ponints  lzading te main lines sheuld rot ke woved withnout the sigralman's

mermizzion. He tald the signalmen that tnoy shoulg zatisfy themselves that
puints were properly resscurea after usza, n the Area Marager's instruction
ne nad revisited the Station on 26th March and was sstisfisd that the various
points were proserly sccured znd <hat all —ha tlip padlock keye werc being kept

in The Signal Caoin.

a9.2 Mr. Luddy was not ‘at Buttevant on the weeksnd 29/230%h  Margh, 19830 whan
tne facing points were installed on the Down lins, He wasz at Auttevant

cduring May after the Down facing ooints had been installed. Far zoms weeks
prior to st August ke snew that these facing points wers being hand .oparated

te allow ballast trains ©o move irlo and from ths Down siding. While his
wnderstarding of the Rapulzsier oublisned in mid — 1977 Vhpoendis VI was tha= there
shiould Be nn train moveménts aver unconnectes points Me, Luddy did not consider it

ta be part of his dutiecs bo stop the meverent of ballast trains aver the unconnected points.,

40,1  Area Rail Marager Michael J. Lynch  is resoonsible for 1raffic Department

staff and Funmctions Ir the Cork Area, which inoludas Buttevanl. He was
aware of the proposed rail developmert work there, He lkrnew that installaticn
of ths new crossover on 22nds23rd March required possessions af Doth lines
and as thers would be only one signalman  on duty he instructec TInspsctor
Luddy to be pressnt to zssist thne signalman, to ensurs tne safety of Faszsing
trains and to repart back to him. Mr, Lyncn was rnpot sure i at  that time
fe was censcious of the Regulation dealing with the securing of new points

punlishea in the Weekly Clircular in mi¢ - 1977 (Apperdix VT,
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He regarced his instruction that keys oe kept in  the Signal Cszbin Anpendix
VIZ) a5 an additional safety measurs and as complyving with Ruls 71 (9} which
states that poirts wmust nob be cperzzed without ths permission of the signelman.

zn his wzew, hand speratisn of usrconnected points should he i compliance
with Rule 217. Mr, Lynch visualised occasional use oF the unconnectsd facing
peints al Buttevant. He was umawars, prie~ Lo the accident, Shat they were
being wsed ar a regular basis for ballast train meovaments, He ¢id not know
of any other Signal Cabin 1n the Cork Area where polints clip padleock keys
were held. He regarded the Diyisigral Enginesr's Stone Ballast Pragramme,
cated 3rd June, 188C az a normal advice of ballast train movements and not

4% 2 request of any kind.

41.1 Fazsenger Services Mapager Jeremian B. Mooney Peports to the Raillways
Marager., His respornsibil:zties include compilation of the CIE Working Timetable
and production of tne CIE wWeexly Circular. Mr. Mooney confirmed, from records,
that the oil/magnesite train schedulsd o depart from Cork (Tivoli) at 11,30

on 1zt Adgust and to pass Mallew and Bullsvant at 12,732 apd 12,47 respechively
was gelayed in Cork anc dicd net reach Mallow wrtil 13.49. The Buttavant

zignalmar  was advised by the Mallow sZgrnelmar that this train was running

—ate,
41,7 The Weehly Cipcular 1s mainly a railway document but 1t takes acesunt
of  the integrated railfroad transport structure. In general, the fiprst

three nages of the Circular deal with rail speed restricticns, engineering
works in orogress on railwaye, possessicns of linez, alterations o signals,
and FRueles and Heculazions., Thke following peages give timetables for special
Erains and certain general information relating te trains and buses. Draftz
material For the first pages of the Circular is supplied by the Rulss and
Fegulations Offigcer and the Chicl Civil Engineer, The Rules and Regulations
Officer would zuoply irformation on the commissicning of rew points. Information
regarding  the possassions  reguired  Toe {he installazticn af the Buttevant
Crossover was supplisd By the Chief Civil Engineer but, in error, was omitted
from the Circular, When this omissioan was discovered, arrangements ware
made to send written notification of thesc oossessions to Mallow aned Buttevant.,
Mr., Moorney waz rot tala (3 the installatian of the rnew facing peoints on

tne Down line,

41.2  Mr. Moonesy was zaware that ©IZ had previously given zn undertaking that
important notices relating to safsty or ko railwsy operations would be repeated
in the Weekly Circular until thzy bhad becr incorporated inte the aporopriate

CIE rulss and regulations books,
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He thougnt that the notice regarding the securing 27 rnsw and redundart points
which was aublizhed In the Circular 1n mid - 1977 lApocondisx VYI) would bae
ultimately zincorporated inte the Apoendiz to Lhe wdWeorking Time Table. It
was for the originater of a Weckly Clrculars notics to reguest a repeat publication.
The Tformat of the Circular kas beesn improved bty putting all miscellansous—

type notices in  the back pages.

42 Passenger Holling Stock Contreller John Dalton  reports toc the Passenger

Seryics Marager, His <¢ulies iIncludse the allocatien of rolling stock to
krains. In the day priar ta the accidert ke decided Lo sdd an extra buffet
sar Lo the following morning's 10,00 ex Oublin psssenger Train, This buffet
car had becn released after maintsnanca arc was added to the train to enable
Catering Jepartment staft te switch eguipment ang stock, en route, from another
ot less suitable buffet car. e EHtation Master, Heuston, was advissd
of the inTention fto add the extra ouffet car Lo the train and it was for
the Station Master to pass tnils informeticr to the Train's guard, Mr. Calton
agreed that Lhe masimum lcac permitted to be hauled by ar 071 type locomotive

in "=zupsr exprass” running was, as per the CIE Working Timetabls, 322 tonnes

and in "“specizl express No. 17 runnirg 430 tannes. On a Journey from Dublin
ta Cork  one difference  betwsen  "supsr  express'  and “specizl  exoress  ho.
1" running was that in "super capress” cunning  the Journey time would be
about 10 minutes shorter. If Mr. Dalton had krown before the previous wesk-

end that the extra buffet car was to o2e added to the train he would have
arrangsd for a notice to be published in the Weekly Circular to the effect
that this train had been designated for Mspscial express Ne. 1" running.

Thers wers six to ten such rotifications im Lhe pericd May/August, 1980,

The wmake—up of trains has fFreguently to bs changed at very short notice
to meet demand and it was net unusual far train weights to exceed 323 tonnas.
He had not told tne PFasssnger Services Manzger thst this was occurring,
Rule 125 reguirss a train guard Lo advise his driver, before departure, of

the make-up and load of his trzin.

£3, Signal anc Flactrical Tnspector James  Rrrowes has been an Tnspectos

for 13 years ard was supervising the gang of sigrnal operatives working
at HKnocklong and Buttevant Stations, e was awarc thal unconnected facing

polnts nad been installed on the Down line =t Buttevant on 230th March, 1980.

Tt was only during the last btwo weaks of July <hat he bocamg awere that
Thesze points wers being hand operatsd for balilzst trzin movamarts . Mo
ene  hed requested him <o have these lacing points cormzesed to the Signal
Cabir 2s a matter of urgency. Clip paclock keys far uncennected points

at Knockleng Station wers held by Lhe Permansnt Way Inenectar while the signals

gang was wor«ing there,



44 . Station Mazter Brendan'Meara nss hesn Station  Mastzer at Mallow

since

1966, He is responsible for Mallow ane five cther stations, including Buttevant,
fe arrangss  fer distribution of the Weekly Cirgular to anoropriate staff
at the six stations. Oniy drivers., guards and actismg guards sigrn for the
Circular. thr, O'Megara said fnat workirg S6=hour T=day weeks was common

practice  tor signalmen at both Mallew and Bullevant.

45, | Rules ang Regulations Ofpficsyr Thamas Juinn  was appointad to hiz present

post in May, 1979, Hig Ffunction iz to promulgats Lhe Rules and Requlations
neEcessaty  To snsure salely Lo rallway cperstiors and Ta keep these Rules
and Rogulations updated, Fne Regulation dealing witn ths securing of new
and r~edundant poeints (Aocpendix WID was initially published in Thae Weekly
Circular Tor wesk snded 25th June, 1977 hecause of the volume of r2il development

work  then 1in pragrsss and to ensurs a common method for securing peoints cut

of service, The rmotice was regealed on Znd Jduly anc I6th July 14977.
—e waz rolt awsre of any subseguent r~equest for fts republicat ion. There
is a similar regulation *r the British Railways Regulations. The basic

Tmearning af fhe Regulation iz Lhal uncennscted points should nat bBe used exceot
whern the Fermanent Wey Cepactment requirss ther for work inside the points.
In his view, na specific CIE r~ule cowvers the wse of uncernected points but
compliance wilkh Rule 217, which invelwvss stopping traing, would ensure that
they were operated =atelw, Hee af the ungoanrgcted fagcing points 2an the
Down line on lst August, 1980 was not in compliance with Rule 217. In nis
vizw alzo,while a sigralman muslh ersure that Bverythlng is cone in accordance
wilh Rules, responsibility for znvoking Rule 217 rested with the Permansnt
Way Department, Two othep relevant Fuleos were 87ic] whnich states that unconnscted
facing points musl be properly secursd for tre passzage of trains anc J1(n)
wnich prohikgits  the movementz of points witheout a signalmzn's permission.
The FRegulation dealing witn the securing of points (Appendixz YI) would be
included in 2 new edition of Lhe Appendix to the Working [imetable wnich

was due to ga for printing shortly.

45,2 Trne Buttsvant signzlmen attended refresner courses in Rules and Regulations
in Februzry, 1980, It is nct customary toc give instructior in charnged operating

praceacures wntil the warks which give rise to these changes have been completed

znd commissioned. Mo Quinn did niot know that rew facing peoirts nad been
installed cn the Down line =at Buttevant. Mormzlly, only guards, drivers
and sigralmen attend refresher courses in Rulzs and Hegulations, Mr, Cuinn

arranges meetings witn Arsa Inspectors for the purpose of cnsuring a uniform

interpretation af Rules ang Hegulations,
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45,1 Joan Lenron, BE, MITEL, Caonsulting Enginggr WA S called by Counsel

represerting Willzam Condon ang cluers as an exp2rt i safe systems of  work,
Mr, Lennon szid thet the uwnconnected facing opoints at Nuttevans wore used
and could ke altered,without any physics! reference pack to tow Signal Cabin,
Im his opinicr, if 1L was necessary to usc these unconnected peints, the Signal
Cagin =nould nave oneen proviced with irdicaterss  shewing the status of the

poinTs and when an attemol was made To move tEqem,

48,2 The satety '=of the rurning lime is maintained when the facing points
are proparly secured, The  safsty system fails: if the procedures for altering
the points broar cown. A physical link Lo the Signal Cabin which would give

warning of a change in the status of =ha peirts could have been installed,
He wouid not prepose Lnis Az standard in punning & railway but, in the
remots  ang  undesirable  gossibility  Lhabt  unconnected points  wmight  have o
be used, it would ssrve as a warning linkage te the Signal Cabin. A feil=gafe
znaleogy waz the zTrazn driver's ceoad — man's nzndla. Paragraph Z21(z) of
Lhe  ULKL. o Masistry of  Transporl Regui-szments s<ates  that faclng poinzs an
passenger lines sheuld have apparatus +o detzcs Lhat each switch s in its

proper positlion befors sigrals can bs clearzd.

LB In Mp, Lennep's vigw, thers was no ove~all contrel or co-ordination

between the various CIE Jepartments sorking at Bullsvant.



CONCLUSTIONS
a7, 1 The aecident on Llst Augusl, 1920 ccourres necause a set of unconnectad

facling points en tns Uown main line at Butrevant Statzon were partly or wholly
made into ths Down siding whern bthe 10,00 =2 Duslin passengsr train reached
them and the train, which was travelling =2t aocout 65 mop.h., was diverted

inte the s:gcing anme derailed,

47.2 The facing points were installed about four months befare Lhe amccident
but hac not y2t been cérmzocted To the Signal Zabin. buring fthe twe months
prioe to tne zocident these poirls were used a numher of times to accommodate
ballast Lrain, light engine and mainterance vachine movemsnts inte, and From,
the Daown siding., Frocedurss  drawn wp locally  te cover  the operation of
the points and the czonlrol of movements aver tham were ingdeguate and were

not in ¢complisnce witn relevants CIE Sules,

i . The CTE Regulation PAppendix W11 deslirg with the securing of new

points not yel vonnected to a2 Sigral Cab:en was rot Fully implemznzed,

4.4 Himca the facing points had beer imstalled by the Enginesrping Divigion
znd  were bBeing wsed by that Divisier tar osllast irain operations, the lapse

ot Limeg in connecting fhem to The Sigrnal Cabin was  imesplicabls.

AT The facing pointe had been hand apsrated shoaut thirty minutes before
“he accident te facilitate fthe moverent of a bzallazt cleaner and,ss the 10,00
ex Dublin passencer <4rain  approached, Lhe points wers heing hand operated
againr by a2 poeirtsman in the mistaxen oalief <=hat a recently arrived light
enging, which was sTandi-ag an the lp line, was asoubl Lo cross to mhe Down siding.
when the passsngér tTrain came into sight tne pointsman tried to re_make the
points for tns main line, out wes unakle +o de so boefore Uhe treEin reached

Them.

4f.68 Mo macification was pronulogzted in the UIF wWeerly Sircular concerning
The dinstallation of sither ths facing points er the Down main Zing ar the
tralling crossover oeTween the Staticn platforms. Information published
in the Weekly Circular concerring Lhe status of the ald Mo, & frailing points

connection to the Down siding was erroneous,
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COBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMINDATIONS

48,1 Az the 10.00 ex Dublinm passsnger tra.r approscheg Nuttavant Station
on lst  August, 1880 all the Down =s:zonals were in the Clear oosition,
As  the train nearsd ths Home signal it changesd to  Danger  at whiech stage
it was impossible t¢ halt the trein hefore it reacked the unconnected facing
points at the turnout te the Down siding, The train driver was never made

sware that the points were not cornscted to the Signal Cabin,

48,2 There is no specific CIF Rule autnorisirg Lhe use of unconnected paints,
The =Regulatinn dealing with the sscurira of  oodints (Appendix WI) makes

no referance to thedir use, but does sTate that clip paclock kays are to

be retained by the Permanent Way Irsopecter, whicn implies that unconnected

pointz: should rmain in nds cnarge, The only use of unconnected

pointes fthat should praperly b2 coerlemplatsd 1s whan thay are needed to allow

Trains etc., T¢ pass over them 1n connection with sonstruction works inzide

The points. For this use,absolubte possession of the sgctian ef track should

e mandatary. A suggesticrn at the Invsstigation <habt unconrocted points. iF used,
¥ a4d ] B '

sheuld  be linkee Lo & Signel Cabin where dindicatosrs display their ztatus
would nizve raprezentsd  an irprovement on The situation that 2xisted at Buttewant
Station an the day of the accident: nowsEven this swould be iradegquats snd

wouldnot be i compliznce with the U.K, Ministry of Transport Reguirements
for Fassenger Lines,whicn are used zand applicd by ZIE. Unconnentacd points

should enly be used in ths exceptional circumstances sst out asove and then only

in accordznce with the "absoluts possession' conditlions prescribed in OTF Rule
2LTA.

RECOMMEMDATION NO. 1

The Regulation artitlad "Laviag im Mew Points and Disconnection pf
Reduncant  Faints"  [Aggendlis VI, should be amended by  adding: -
"Padlecks shall oe wunlocked ard  subszequently relocked by the
Fearmarent Way Inspector-in-Chargo. When 2o0intgd not comnected
to, and detectsd in,z Signal Cavin =zre heing moved Ruls 2174 shall

apply".

44,1 Tne Repoart into the Rzilway Accident at Gormanston on 2lst Ootobers,
1878 recommended that tne layout of the ClE Weekly Circular be impraved to
draw particular attention to netices relatimg to Rules and Reguleticns and
that =uch motices he republished =t intcrvals wuntil tne relevart intormation
hac been incorporatec into the aporoprilate peqrmanent cocuments, The Circular'sz
Mermat 15 sti1ll wursatisfactory. Therz ar= the leng intervals betwesn the
iritial puslication of Imporiant notlicesz, sume of which have saferty implications,

ard Lheir republication,
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49.7 Pricr to the zocidénl at Buttevant, the Fegulaticn dealing with the
securing of unconnected points (Appendic ¥I! was last puhliznad in the Weekly
Gircular for week snded 16Lh July, 1H/7. The Appendiz o bLhe Working Timetable,
in which the FHegulation will be pezrranenlly promulgated was  last Frinted
in 1935 and the most recent Amendment was published in 1049, Fule 217Aa
was last published in the Circular for week enged  25th Fehruary, 1676 and
was nct mentiones ir evidence during The lrnvestigatian, It is wunremscnaole
Ta gxpect That rallway personnel engaged mzinly on operationsl or cutdoor
dutizs can keep their copies of thes Rules and Regulaticons permarsnt documsnts

updated from Weekly Cdircular notices anc aextracts far more than two years,

40,32 Seme of  the informatian corcerning Facilities st Butievant Station
promulgated in the Weekly Circular was zerroneous. drhar relevart information

that =z2d traffic ard/or safely implicat:ors was omitted,

40,4 For the reqular and safe cunnding of  trains 1t 15 important that 211
perzoanel regquired to have the Weskly Tircular de in fact receive it. Mzny
witresses at Lhe Investigatian saxd they did a9t sign for the Circular. The

syshem o7 uistribution iz uneven and somec coples have to be shared,

49,8 The gart of the Regulation dealing with <he securing of unconnected
points (Appendls YI) which states =shat clis padloch keys should be held by
the Permansnt wWay  Tnespector was  aveneed locslly without reforence Lo the
fulez and Regulations Officer. Unifarm compliance with Rules and Regulations
is essential for the safe regulation of railway traffic. When tnere 1is
doubt regarding the interpretaticrn or intention of a Rule or Fegulation or
where any CIE empleves considers it des:rable to suggeSt an amendment to a
particalar Rule o~ Regulation ths FRules and Hegulatierms Officer shpould be

consulted,

RECOMMENDATION NO, 2

(i} The formzt of The CIE Weekly Circular should be imoroved
ta  highlight infermaticn  and notices  that may have
implications for safety on the railway,

(54} Motices publi=ned in  the Weekly Circular relating to
Rules and Regulations should bes  repuslishes  Trequently
until  such  timgz as  they have beesn  incorporated  into
thne agpropriate permarnent documents, Intervals betwesn

tnese repuolications should naver excesd one year,
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(i34} Guidelings showld be grawn up by CIE tovaering the type of
information relating +tec  ergineerirg and  olbher  warks
o the razlway that must be proTulgated in the Weekly
Grroulars, Respansiaility for ensuring the ACCUrAacY
ard  timely publizsation of this informotion shauld pe

gssigned to zn appropriate OFfFice wilhin CIF.

tiv] Cack CIE ruilway employee whe is required Lo nave the
Weekly Circular should alsea sfon to acirowledge hawving
received it.

fw) Molioes s-ould bs publizhod in the Wechly-Uiraular drawing
slbionbion t2 the  preguezrement For Tull complianzse with
Cle's Rules and Hequiations and adwisirg that employses
wishing ko  suggssT  amcndments  +s,  or seeking  adyice
e the anterpretation ar intentior of Rulss o Regulations
enzulad,  In o Lhe  ¥arst dnstanoe, contacst  the Rules and
Focgulatrons OfFicer

Cardd An updzted igsue of the Appencix Lo the Working Timetable

=nould ke grintcd and vistributed as soon as possible,

AC.  Witnesses guoted varicus OTF Bulcs as heirg applicable te the wuse of
the urcommectsd poants at Buttovank Station whils some WitNHeses Were unaware
of Lthe Reguiation deadling with the securing of uncannected points (appendix
WL, Eviderce was given that pormaily anly traln guards, train drivers

znd signalmen attene refreshor courses in Rules and Regulations.,

RECOMMEMDATION MNO. 3

(2l Arrangements  snhould  be made by CIF €5 inersase the
Froguency of  attendances: &t refreasfsr  Courses in Rules
and Regulationz, and

Ead) Inspecters wha examine nther staf? in Rules and Regulations,

who args required to  draw ug  operationzl procedures

ur wha are responzible for gangs working an permanent
way or signalling installation work should attend suitadle

refresher courses in Rules and Hegulations,

51.1 In =ha context of the 1installation znd use of the feoing peints on
the Down main line at Buntevant thore wera surprising bresk—downs in communica-—
tions oetween, on one harnd, certain manzgoemert  =nd  sUperwizory personnel
and, an tne atker hand, the persorncl at But—avart Stalion. On ths day
of  the accident the Rules and Fegulations Officer was rot aware that new

facing points had been inszalled on thc Cown main lima
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Meithar the Chief Civil Englnesr nor thz Sigral and Elsgsrical —nginesr knew that
the uncernsctea points wa2re being used by ballset trains, e Divisiomal
Enginesr regarde¢ hiz Stone Bzllast Progreamme dated 3ed Juns, 1830, addresscd
to Lhe Area Hail Manager, 3z a roguest to uss the points, while the Area Rail
Manager regarded the Programms as advisary snly. The Arze Supervisor understood
from Lthe Regulation desaling with the securing of poirts (Appendiz VI) that

there should be no moyvewments over ©He uncosnected points pul he did not consicer

that iz waz his oubly Lo stop ary zuch movemsnts, fhe Permanert Way Inspector
gid not reccllsst ever having seen trnat Zeguiation, =2 had never previously
uged or .seen seints clips or olip padiocks, Therg was no evidence to suggest

an attemol elther £o give an urgsni oplorlty to having the facing paints

connectaad to  the Bigral Qable, ur ta ca-orcinZze the s=lements of the pail
developmert work programme, The f=zilure of <he light engine's crew to comply

with the defaerred departurs time of 08.00 ex Wallow on the day of the accident
suagesTs gither casusl =usErvisiAn andsfalr a laok of the stmet personzl disciplineg

which is usually found inrailway personnel,

3l.2  Bigralmen at Mallow and Buttevant rormally wserk seven pight—hour shifts

in their weekly rester and langsr nours whsn covering  for absent collesgues,
Whils wsignsl operatives alse worked extercsive overtime each wesk theip work
back-1ag sometimcs extends for uwp to six  months. It szezems unreasonzble
that perscnnel, such as Signalmen: wio fave significant rolcs in the ceontrol
and regulstier of Srain movemepts, should oe reguired to work cxcessive avertime,
That = =ix months' backleg oF =signalling work could accumulate suggests an

prganisational weakrzss that shoule oo rosolved.

RECOMMENDAT TOMN NO, 4

Thet CIF undertoke: —

g An evalualion of manacsment, supervisory and orgarisztional
Fractices and ocrogecures Tor the purpose of eliminating
celleienciee mentionss during Lhe Irvestigation,

a8 | o gztablzen arnd implament  guidelines Far maximuom
bours  of  work  oer wesk, lsngth of =hifss and minimum
perinds hetween sqiftz,for slgrnalmen. The guidelinas fo-
Take account of tratllc density and of the undesirability
af  excossive  overtims  wark from  Lhe zatety, health
ang social pointsof view, and

EELEY Toe determine an asceptaole sta’f numbers/workload ratio
Ter tne Cork Area signel operatives' gang takling dacocount
of  tne safety and traffic  implications of deterring
werk and of  bne urcesirability of excessive vvertime,

and tTe arrangs  to increase  staff o onurbers as may  be

MECESIArY.,.
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52,1 Meitner the CIE Working Timetah's mr tAe Suilevant Stane Nallast Frogramme
waz a reliabkle Indicater of fthe Limes of =zrair movements on the main line
at Buttsvant about the time of the accideort. The 11,30 Up oilfmagnesite
train, which was scheduled to pass through Mallew ard Buttevarlt at 12.40 and
12,47 respectively, did rot arrive at Mallow until 13%.45. The Up fertilizer

train was almest an hour behind scredule when it szssed through Buttewvant

Station at 12.13, The Up light engine which was to leave Mallow at the delayed
departure time of O0H,00 actually devartes at 12,30 and reached Buttevant
at 12,45,

52,2 The sectionel running of the train ryolved in tRa acsident, the 10,00

ex Dublir Down passenger train, is desigrated "super egapress" 1n the Working

Timetanle, on kne day of the accident this running was altered fto "speoial
express No. 1" hecauss of the ecatra wsight heing hauled. Evidence was giwven
that this altered running ceould increase  ths Journey time tc Cerk by up ta
10 minutes, Mevarlheless, while +tnz trazin wss twa or three mirutes lata

departing from Dublin it passec through FRataluire (Charlevilla) at 12.35,
ong minute ahead of the schedulsd time for "super exprass” running and up
to elght minutes ahead of the estimated time fu~ "special express Mo, 1 rurring,
The "haulsd" weight of the train irvolved in the accident was about 378 tannes
which 1= 45 fonnes in gacess of the mazimur pormitied By CIF in "super express"
running  for  The particulsr class of locomctive that was hauling the train,
It was statved that it was guite uwaual fFor aporovals to Lo given to altern pramulgated
szctignal runnings, The ~isk of sdch approvals being given at shorlt notice

and saeg a matter of routine should ke avoided.

RECOMMENDATION MO, 5

Rule 28 shaould be amended by asdding: -

"ld) when appreval has besn given to alter the designated
sectional running of a train and when the new designation
has not besn pramulgated i the CIE Weekly GCircular,
the Station Master =t the station from which the train
starts must satisfy himself that the driver is aware
of the =zltersd =sectional running hbefasre the train
commences  its  journoy. & repart of the circumstances
ot each such approval anc of ths running times actually

achieved shall ke submitted to thns Railways Manager".
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53. while the evidence at the lnvestigation an the retationshig betwean
the amount and type of damage sustaince in Lhe accidernt, the number of casualties
and the age and design cof the wvehicles inveolved waz inconclusive, it is certain
that the timbar boodied coaches nzd poor damage-reosistant gualities, and that
the scrowe-shackle connections betwsen the wvehicles did not orevent them Cpom
jack=knifing, A& study of similar railwzy derailment accldents abroad indicates
that modern all-steel coaches mounted on heavy underframes angd fitted with
buck—eye-type automatic couplings and Pullman -type gangways can suryvive certain
ma_jor derailment accidents withoul serious damage. CIE's Annual Report

for 1273 refers to 2 reguirement for nsw mainline craches,

RECOMMENDATION NO. ©

(i) any  new CIF mainline zoackss should be of all-steel
corstruction, gr  heavy undorframes and be fitted with

buck=eye-type automaTic couplzrgs and Pullman type Qangways,

ard
fii) Fending delivery of new coacnes, efforts should be made
ta  ensu~e that  all  <the  timber- podied  coaches still
in  seryice are wsed only on the rellway lines with
light traffic and whecs  the maximur permitted  speed
does net exceéec S0 moo.h.
5L, The present maximum permittes speed on the DublinsCork line is 75 m.p.h.
Speticomal runnings are based on maxirum spesds of T3 m.oo.h, Evidence was

given that the line is being up-graded to cator Mor highér train speeds,

RECOMMEMDATION NO. 7

CTE should examinz, din tne gontoxt of avaellabls rescurces

¥
customer demand ange Lraflc growth whether the dp—grading
of any railway lines in the system to cater for speeds

ir egxcess of 7% m.p.h. i=s justified,

85, Thz Bubtevant Station levesl crossing gates ars normally slasad across
the railway, The signalmen's dutiss dinclude the ospening andg ¢lozing of
these gates. Each openingand closing involves an absence of twe to thrae
minutes from the Signal Cabin. &t no other location on the DublinsCork

railwey line are signalmen requirec te aper and close lsyel crossing gates

that are narmally closed across the railway.
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RECCMMENDATION NO, 2

-,

CIE showld examinge how the Buzttevant public road level
crasgilng  gates  caowls  oe  safely opperated from  insice
the Signzl Cabin and arrange to have this facility
provided 1f the cost iz justified din the caontext of
efficiency, 2 rzduction in siresz and fatigue, traffic

regulation arnd staff morals.

BE. The Report into the Collisien at Rosslare Strand Station en 13th August,
1974 stated that the appreval reguired by statute had nnt been saught for
elterationz carried out at ths Statian during 1873, In 1977 the Department
of Tourism and Transport and CIE acgreed guldelinss on werks that should
be submitied for prior approval, Ir the cantest of altzrations at stations,
these guidelines reguired tnzat approval would be sought Mor egny Lrackwork
where it was proposed to depart From the ULk, Ministry of Transport Requirements
for Passenger Lines = Railway Constructicrn and Qperation, The facing points
or the Down line at Buttevant were usezd without being connected Lo the Signzal
Cabin and while they did nobt cvemply with the U,x, #Requirements, The

approval required by statute was neT sought For the imstallation of these

points o for their use,

&7. It 1s clear that in the circumstancas abfaining at Buttevant the presence
of absemce of radio communications could not have affegcted the situation,
Howewer, in other potential or actuzl accident situations, the presence
of radic communicaticon to and from trains and of voice communication between
train arivers and trair guards could be significanl in preventing or reducing,

the sextent of an accident. Such communication might alsa improve aspsacts

of security.
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APPLICATION FOR COGTS

AR, On the thirtesnth day af the Tnvestigazior and just prior to its conclusicon,

applizaticn was mads on benal? of William J, Condon for legal costs. The
applicetiorn was npased on Sectier (03} ana SHection f04] af the Regulation
of Railways Act, 18B7L. 4 similar zpplicatian based on Szctien 7i(4) of the

Regulatian of Hzilways Acot, 1871 was mads on behalf of the National Assocliation
af Transport Exployees [(MATZ) and its members, represernted before the Investigation
Ly Messrs. Goldberyg, Flewing anc Comozny. we do not thins that 1t would
be appropriste For us to make any Order in respect of costs under the provisions
cf Seclion Ti3). Under Sezoticn Ti4) Lhe Zourt helding an investigation
ocf any accident sball make a repor:i statirg tne causzes of the accident and
all the circumstances attending tThe game. ane any observations therson or
on tne ewvidence ap oany mabters arisine ouvt of the Inwvsstigation which they
think right ta make. Seniar Counsel “opr William 4. Condon urged on ous that
the Section was wide gnough in its scope For us bto make gbssrvatlions in this

Report in reaspect af tne mattsr of nosts, We agrse with this view.

58,2 Whilg botn William J, Conder or the <rne hand and Denpis J, 0'Sullivan,
Jartkolomew Walsh are a numbes of other membsrs of the NATE on th= othor hard wers
all summonsed by the Court as witresszes, rzvertheless, a distinction can he drawn
Betwesn  the situation of William J. Condon and that of the other members
of  the MNATE summonsed. It was auvparently aosprehended by William J. Cendon

that thsre might ke a conflict of intarest betwesn himsel¥ amd other members

of the MNATE, We believe Williar Jd, Condon was justifised in seeking separate
representation and Lo gppearing osefore the Cowrt o7 Investigation properly
rapresentad. Tha other mambers of the MNMATE wers also responsibly represanted

by their Association which instructed salicitors znd courssl on their behalf,
Ar mssocoistien has the duty of protectirg its memoers =nd 1t seems to us
tnat representation hefere a Zeurt of Investigatieorn fs a normal and expected

part af an asscciation's work For iis monbers.

h83.3 We recommernd that consideration e given by the Minister o the making

of some contribution ftowards the costs of legal represertation incureed Tirstly

oy William J4. Condorn arnc secondly by the MNAaTE. Irn this context we note
that the application on William J. Cancon's behalf for costs was made in
the first irstaznce against CIE. While weg do nect consider tnat such an Order

is open te uz, this dees not preclude William J. Cendon's advisers fram masing
application t2 CIC an his oz2half and, zccordingly, any contribution which
the Mipister wignhnt Tecl proper Lo maks shoold be considered in the light

of the propesals from CIE 1in this resoect,
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MISCELLANEDS

D8, 1 At the commercement of the afternoon hearing o the sizxth day of the
Investigation Zenior Lcounsel representing Wiltiam  Conder  said  thet  certsin
gllegations nad come Ta hiz aztertion, namely, Lhat efforts were made to influence
ar direct sviderce given by certazin witrssses, &t the reguest of the Court,
Garda lnsnectar Ryan,who was pressnt at the hearing, undertook fto inyestigate
the allegatians. Tne afterncon nearing then resumed. We have since been

infermed Lhat no prosecution is Tikelw.

59,2 Evidence fror some witnesses has not been spe2cifically referred teo in
the SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE where witnszsses cuplicatod evidence alreaady established,

ar whcre evidence was not relevart to tho purpose of the Tawvestigation,

59,3 A11 the aral testimony znd submissions  were taker down in shapthand
and subsecuently transcribed dinte thirtsen volumes ameounting to almost five

thauzand felios,

w4 Dk

Declan Budd

Date If!rfﬁ'{d,tcfpr f‘?g'f




APFEMNOIX

APPENDIX T

APPENDLX

AFFEMDIX

AFFTROT A

APPEMDTIX

APPEMNDIY

APFFROT X

el

W

WET

YITI

IMDEX OF APPEMNDICES

Copy of Regulation of Railways

Act, 1871 [Sectian 7)) Order, 1980,

Lecal and Trade Urnion Representation

List of Witnesses.

Dizgram of Buttevant Stzticn.

Dezails of train inyolved 10 accident,

Copy of extract Trom CLE Weekly

Circular for week ending 25/6/51977.

Copy of Arsza Hail Mznacer's memo

cated 37471980,

Copy of extpact from CIE weekly
Circular for weck ending

25/4, 1980,

Page

45, 46

47

48

14

3l



42

APPENDIX I

[———

REGUT.ATION OF BATLWAYS ACT, 1871 (SECTION 7) ORDER, 1960

WHEREAS the Minister for Transport has, in pursuance of
section 7 of the Regulation of Railwavs Act, 1871, directed
an inquiry to be made by J.V. Feehan, B.E., M.I.Eal.y, amn
inspector under the said Act, into the cause of the accident
which occurred on the railway of Coras Iompair Eireann at
Buttevant, in the county of Cork, on the lst day of
August, 1280, being an accident of which notice was for
the time being required by the said Act to be sent to the

Minister for Transport:

AND WHEREAS 1t appears to the Minister for Transport

that a more formal investigation of the accident, and of the
causes thereof, and of the circumstances attending the same,

is expedient:

NOW, the Minister for Transport, in exercise of the
power conferred on him by section 7 of the Regulation of
Railways Act, 1871, as adapted by the Tourism and Transport
(Alteration of Name of Department and Title of Minister)

Order, 1980 (S.I. No. 11 of 1980), hereby orders as follows:

1. This Order may be cited as the Regulation of

Railways Act, 1871 (Section 7) Order, 1980.



2, It is hereby directed that such investigation be
held, and the said J.V. Fechan, an inspector under the said
Regulation of Railways Act, 1871, is hereby directed to hold.

the same,

2. Declan Budd, barrister-at-law, is hereby appointed to

assist the said J.V. Feehan in holding such investigaticn.

GIVEN under the Official Seal of the

Minister for Transport, this

1980,

Nl
25

A person authorised under
gection 15(1) of the Ministers
and Secretaries Act, 1924 to

authenticate the seal of the

Minister for Transport.
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LEGAL AND TRADE UNION REPRESEMTATION

James O'Dpiscoll

with Uinsin Mac Gruairo,B.L.
Lrustructed By

Gerard O'Heeffe & Co.,

Solicitors.

Henry Sexton, Selicitor, and

Jdohn Kiernan

Oliver 0. GogartTy,3.0.
With A. Murphy,H5.L.
instructed by

Mr, Maurice Kenny, Bolicitor,

Er. John O'Mahony,B.L,
instructed oy

Fetor Fleming of

Gerald ¥, Goldberg,
Meming & Co,,30licitors,
Fatrich T. O'Sullivan,
Edward wWalsh and

Tachyg Barry.,

Gerald ¥. Goldberg,

Fleming & Co,,Sclicizars

Jderpy O'Meill

REPRESENTIMG

William Condan

Matthew Blzhe

Mizs Anm Carey

Mps, Margaret Cahill

Mzrgaret Carter

Transport Salaried Staffe’

Azzcoiation [TSSA)
Coras Tompair Eirgann
(C1E)

Mational Assocdation of
Transporl Emoloyess (MNATED
Denis J. O'Sullivan
Jabn ©'Callaghan

Edward Roche

Johr Kelleher

Themas C'Doherty

Denis Hogan

James Mullins
Barthaolomew Walsh

Jamezs Kelly

Themas Tynan

Edward Hanrahan

Jozeph Stack

wWilliam Eagar

James Coleman

Fatrick Byrne

Jahn Muleahy

Edmond Landers

Edmond Copse

Mrs. MzCarthy

Irish Transport and Genepal
Workerst Union [ ITGEWL)
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APFENDLE
LTST OF WITMNESSES =

CIE Personnel:

Denis Hogan
John Fanning

Frank Gray

Jdames Laddy

Derek Fox

John 'Callachan
Jaresz Mullins
Thomas 1ynan
James keslly
Jeremiah B. Moconey
Thomas O'Coherty
John Kelleher
Edward Roche
Fatrick Byrne
Edmond Copse
Timothy Marrizzsy
William Egan
Patrick Quirke
wohn Mulcahy
Tramas Landers
“ohn Feley

Joseph Gtack
vames Colaman
Edwzrd Hanrahan
Martin Armstrong
Ecmand Larndegrs
FEichard O'Hourke
W2lliam Moynihan
Bartholomew Walsh
Denis J. O'Sullivan
Wzlliam J. Condon
Sean Henegnan
Micnzel D. Corcaran
Fatrick Jernings
Bocbers E.G. Sides

Fatrick J. Leshy

Train Driver

Train LOriver

Administration Manager
{Dubilir area)

Fantry—hoy

Pantry-boy

Sigralman

Train Opiver

Train Guarc

Irair Guara

Paszgnger Services Managaer

Signalmzn

Gigralmzan

Fignalman

Flatelayer

Platelayer

—Aabourar

1=

crirg Mabile Ganger

Platclaver

Flatelayer

Signal gperative

Signal Genger

Flatalayer

Mechanical Maintenance Inspector

Fenewals Ganger

Divisional Chief Permanent Way Inspector

Signal Socrative

Signal CoeErative

Signal Operative

Train Driver

Slagnelman

Flatelaver

Technical Manager (Mechanizal)
Maintenance Manager

Chief Civil Enginzer
Divisional Engineepr, Limerick

Zignal and Electriczl Engineer
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CIE persaonnel {centinued)

John Daltan Rol_oiag Stecs Controller

Cecil Scully Agzizlant Signsl and Electrical Engineer
Dzvid Hanan Rule=s and RGgulaticonsz Office

John Cornally Permarent Way lnspactaor

Laurence Luddy Area Suparvisar, Cork

Michael J. Lynrch Area Rzil Manager, Cork

Michael MzGratn Figrnal and Electrical Inspector

James Rurrows Signal and Elsctrical Inspector

Brendan ' Meara S:atlow'%qnep, Yallow

Tromas Quineg Hulez and Regulaticrs Cfficer

Other persons:

Michael Broderick

Trhamas Higgins

Gapriel ©'Callagnan

Edward O'Riordar

Caniel Curtin

Jonn Lepran

Gardz Sgt. Frank Molermots
Gardz Feter Dacley

Dat, Garda Finian Q'Donochus

Gardz Jamss MeSrath,
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APPENDIX VII

Arez rail manacer, Cork. OII/T28 3.4.1980

Statlion Master, Mallose.

i

Buttevant Station ~ New Croszsover.

o —— R g et Y

Pleasz ensure that the kevas of Cabin "B and 311 Yavs

for points c¢lins must be kept in the Slonal Cabin at all
tines. Also that the Points leading to the Main Rozd must
not be moved by Per. Way Ganger or Per. Way Inspector until
permission is recéived from Signalman.

M.J. QLYNCH,
RRER 'RATL MANAGER

r
'




III

AFFENDIX W

gB/0001 d0¥
*pateupLI R UFeq sey TIqEa [Eudp 8, UL

- poterado puey um ot gAri] TIIM AT JeasMay =130
u:% wn 01 oyoEiured 5331 sden, 01 panaaanco G [I1# simod e 20 pue Suipp wip todnaTsga uop oo IRl

3 oy procwE slujod o -
Mo sp3] CUIqES Sy MOY PHIUTOW|IP UL FEY uipts dn =z mape FuUR] UTE du mp Tupasunoes $17eM s1uied

inpuzd pegmom pue pad
‘M psueds]p Ueeq sl

[anogw (q) 2} pujed g oU Iaa0 TP UROP 3O Wog EUED IO JUSIAAOUL W HSurpenuan (paponued WIGED LB, Loou} rend s Aeppisgog
‘poiedado puen oq o1 @ iR A3T1 reamsoy] ‘SETIE PIRU i1 PIMOIE saujed walp

*pBAGIIST B 1ITH 1] undnarayM JULAZIIN 2T SUNDIEITLE J90 O uen syduroy g3 Snipaad peymons piE paudle

zen o apypespiunaad sp ] .
1 SU] UTEWL UMOP IR TR{M Zupys uMop SOl FUpSSUNOT (PILAULD UIGED H. §on) s1ugog

1] TUGED @) (ol PRIFUVOXIP UI 3T

*{enowal auanbesqns Ruppuad paysioss pue poddyjo sy 31 TN O IR0 UINE USI SEY {pojromucs Upqes 8. pfoub sitmod IaA0sE0asy

(=

(p)

{3

(g
{e)

: qugasnng 1w sovld TeNW arey suoneInTy Sujmoliol AYL
1ueAzdang

SHGILVEdL1Y DRITIVHSIS ONY auvi

TEET /% /92 Naam 404 49y NoH 1D ATDISEm Wod J IOWHIXA



